RESOLUTION NO. 2017-53

HONORING AND ACKNOWLEDGING THE DISTINGUISHED MILITARY CAREER OF
STAFF SERGEANT RUSSELL TOBEL, RECOGNIZING HIS EXTRAORDINARY SERVICE AS A
MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY, ANDX NAMING HIM THE 2017 RECIFIENT OF THE
COLONEL WILLIAM H. BEYER COMMENDATION FOR OUTSTANDING MILITARY SERVICE,

WHEREAS, 55G Russell Tobel honorably served our Nation as a member of the United States Army; and

WHEREAS, 55G Tobel was dralted in the Fall of 1966, and assigned with the 3+ Brigade, 25 [nfantry Division,
positioned North and Northwest of Saigon, Vietnam and outward to the Cambaodian barder, a Platoon that participated
in more combat opgrations than almost any other; and

WHEREAS, 55G Tobel was awarded the Silver Star, the third highest military decoration for valor, as well as
the Purple Heart far gallantry in action, after participating in an Operation with a depleted Platoon that left him the
sole American in an enemy base camp, where he huried grenades and drove out adversarias, even alter being hithy a
grenade himself, and then waliced with a wounded leg and bacl through the dense jungle and out of danger so as not
to jeopardize the lives of those who might atterpt to perform a helicopter rescue; and

WHEREAS, in a subsequent firefight, the recently promoted Platoon Sergeant Tobel led his men in to enemy
territery, successfully attacking bunkers and overwhelming the opposition, earning his first Bronze Star, aad went on
to receive a second Bronze Star for overall meritorious service, as well as the Air Medal far participating in Z5 or more
combat assaults out of helicopters; anéd

WHEREAS, 55G Tobel faithfully served our Natien with eourage and humility, ultimately risking his life to
uphold the highest ideals of the United States Army and the United States of America, and credits his survival to lucl,
fate, skill and, most especially, his faith in God; and

WHEREAS, while the intense and extensive military career of 556 Tobel brought with it the loss of fellow
soidiers and close friends and wreaked havoc on his body, leaving him with severe and enduring physical, emotional,
and mental injuries, those around him describe Russ as a selfless, compassionate and humorous friend, one with an
unceasing desire to help and serve others and an unwavering dedication to the ftag that flies in his front yard, the
people of this great Country, and the Veterans who fought and died o preserve our fregdoms; and

WHEREAS, 55G Tobel is a member of American Legion Post 91 and VFW Post 3345, serving on the VFW Honor
Guard, which participates in almost 100 ceremonies a year: and

WHEREAS, 55G Tobel's heroic actions during the Vietnam War, and subseguent service to Country,
Community and his (ellow Veterans, should be acknowledged and applauded by all Americans, most especially his
friends and neighbors within the City of Berea.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berea, State of Ohio:

SECTION1.  That Berea City Council ereby honors and ackaowledges the outstanding military career of
55G Russell Tobel and hereby names kim the recipient of the 2017 Colonel William H. Beyer Commendation for
Outstanding Military Service.

SECTION 2,  Thatthe President and all Members of Council, the Mayor and the Members of the
Administraticn and the residents of the City of Berea do, with full and thankful hearts, recognize and commend
55G Tobel fer his extraordinary efforts in the linited States Army and extend to him, his wife, Linda, and his family
our sincere gratitude and respect for what has been, without question, a life well lived.

SECTION 3. That this Resolution shail take effect and be in force immediately upon its pagsage and
approval by the Mayor.
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