AN ORDINANCE
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE CENTURY HOME GARDEN DISTRICT HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION FOR THE PURPOSE OF INCLUDING 106 JACOB STREET (PERMANENT PARCEL NO. 364-06-022), IN THE CENTURY HOME GARDEN DISTRICT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.
WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance No. 2016-84, the City acquired several non-owner-occupied residential properties, including that property located at 106 Jacob Street, in exchange for a municipal parking lot located at 102 Front Street; and
WHEREAS, in Ordinance No. 2016-84, Council recognized that investing in the renovation, remodeling and other work at residential properties in a concentrated area improves the values of properties in the college area and throughout the community; and 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Berea unanimously passed Resolution No. 2019-58, supporting the plan of the Administration to improve or renovate the properties, including the property located at 106 Jacob Street; and
WHEREAS, in Ordinance No. ___________________, the City authorized the Mayor to enter into a purchase agreement for the sale of the property located at 106 Jacob Street to the person or entity submitting the highest and best offer; and 

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 2019-58 established a Home Ownership Zone in or near the College District and made a finding that the public interest is best served by requiring that City-owned properties be transferred subject to a permanent deed restriction requiring owner-occupancy; and
WHEREAS, since the passage of Resolution No. 2019-58, many property owners in the immediate neighborhood have established the Century Home Garden District Home Owners Association, which also requires properties to be owner occupied, as evidenced in Exhibit A, Declaration of Restrictions for the Century Home Garden District and By-Laws, which is attached hereto and incorporated by reference, and that the public interest would be best served by 106 Jacob Street becoming part of this homeowners’ association prior to transfer of this property from the City to the subsequent home owner; and

WHEREAS, the Century Home Garden District Homeowners’ Association was established for the purposes of preserving and enhancing the quiet, harmonious and single-family residential character of the neighborhood and to protect the neighborhood from the negative effects of absentee landlords and unsupervised tenants; and to preserve and protect the historic homes that reflect the history of Berea; and to solidify and strengthen the cooperative, collaborative and decades-long effort to preserve the neighborhood by the homeowners, Baldwin Wallace University and all of whom recognize the importance of this neighborhood and seek to preserve it; and

WHEREAS, the City intends to sell the property with a deed restriction in accordance with Resolution No. 2019-58; and 
WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Berea and Administration fully supports the mission of the homeowners’ association and further desires that the property located at 106 Jacob Street, Permanent Parcel No. 364-06-022, be added to properties included in the Century Home Garden District.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Berea, State of Ohio:

SECTION 1.
That the Mayor of the City of Berea is hereby authorized to enter into an Agreement with the Century Home Garden District Homeowners’ Association, for the purpose of including 106 Jacobs Street in the District, in substantial conformance with the Agreement attached hereto as Exhibit B and incorporated by reference.  
SECTION 2.   That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that resulted in such formal actions were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

SECTION 3.  That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, property, health, safety and welfare, and for the further reason that it is immediately necessary to engage in efforts to market and sell this property in order to benefit the economic interests of homeowners and to preserve City neighborhoods. Therefore, provided this Ordinance receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds of all members elected to Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage and approval by the Mayor; otherwise, from and after the earliest period allowed by law.
PASSED:
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      President of Council
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              Director of Law
