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AN ORDINANCE

APPROVING, RATIFYING AND AFFIRMING THE 2019 ANNUAL REPORT, MINUTES AND
ACTIONS OF THE CITY OF BEREA HOUSING REVIEW COUNCIL FOR ALL RESIDENTIAL
COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA REAL ESTATE TAX ABATEMENTS AND
COMMERCIAL COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA REAL ESTATE TAX ABATEMENTS
ENTERED INTO UNDER THE PRE-1994 COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT
AREA REGULATIONS IN THE CITY OF BEREA.

WHEREAS, the Housing Council for the City of Berea meets annually to review the prior
year's activities of property owners that have qualified for, and participate in, Residential
Community Reinvestment Area Tax Abatements and Commercial Agreements entered into under
the pre-1994 Community Reinvestment Area regulations within the City of Berea; and

WHEREAS, the 2020 meeting of said Housing Council has been held according to law and
said committee has issued its Report for 2019 Reviews and Minutes of said meeting, the same
being attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Berea, State of Ohio;

SECTION 1. That the Council of the City of Berea hereby approves, ratifies and affirms the
2019 Annual Report of the Housing Council for Residential Community Reinvestment Area Tax
Abatements and Commercial Agreements entered into prior ta 2008 (for 2019 activities) and the
Minutes of its meeting held on December 17, 2020, the same being attached hereto as Exhibit “A”
and incorporated herein.

SECTION 2. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council
concerning and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of
this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that resulted in
such formal actions were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal
requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after the
earliest period allowed by law.
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City of Berea
Housing Council Review Meeting
December 17, 2020 9:00 a.m.
.. Virtually via Ring Central

A meeting of the Berea Municipal Housing Council Review Committee was held virtually
via Ring Central on Thursday, December 17, 2020.* This meeting was held in compliance with all
legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code and Chapter 109 of the
Codified Ordinances of the City of Berea.

The meeting was called to order by Matthew Madzy, Director of Planning, Engineering
and Development at 9:00 a.m. with the following also in attendance: Dale Lange, Member; Dan
Smith, Member. Also present were: Kevin Hinkel, Chair, Business Law Practice Group, Frantz
Ward LLP, Attorney for the Berea City School District; Tom Norton, Business Qutreach
Coordinator, City of Berea. The notice of the meeting was published in the News Sun, Parma Sun
Post, and cleveland.com. In addition, notices about the meeting were sent to the Berea City School
District, Polaris Career Center and the Olmsted Falls City School District,

Mr, Madzy explained that the purpose of the meeting is to review the 2019 Residential
Status Report. This status report contains active residential tax abatements within the City of Berea
and also active commercial and industrial abatements that were entered into prior to 2008.

Mr. Madzy indicated that an annual form is completed, which is a list of all of the
abatements, Mr. Madzy noted that he provided the list to the members in advance. (The Ohio
Community Reinvestment Area (CRA} Program 2019 Residential Status Report is attached to and
made a part of the minutes).

Mr. Madzy provided an update. He noted that the Exterior Maintenance Department went
out and did inspections on all of those properties and they came back with no violations being
present. The tax status of all of the properties have been checked. The property taxes have been
paid on all of the properties, except for one property at 584 Prospect.

Mr. Madzy briefly discussed the property at 584 Prospect. He explained that it had been a
vacant lot because a dilapidated home was torn down and it sat vacant for a few years, A gentleman
purchased the lot from the City and built a new home there. The owner pulled his construction
permit to build the new home mid-January of 2018. The project was completed mid to late June
of 2018. The owner submitted a tax abatement form, because he would be eligible for an infill
housing tax abatement. He submitted that form to the City of Berea. The City of Berea sent notice
to Polaris Career Center and the Berea City School District. The School Boards did not have any
objections to the abatement. The abatement was sent to the County for processing. Mr., Madzy
indicated that something happened at the County and the abatement was not put in place for tax
year 2018, which is paid in 2019. The abatement was put in place for tax year 2019, which is paid
in 2020.

Mr. Madzy further explained that there was an issue where the first year of the abatement,
the full value of the home which should have been fully abated, was taxed. The property owner
has paid the taxes, but paid what should have been the value of the home. The property owner is
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now working with the County to correct the taxes from 2018. The property owner paid what he
feels is right. Mr. Madzy noted and if you look at 2019, which is payable in 2020, that year has
just the valuation of the land, which is correct so he would have paid the right amount of taxes.
Mr. Madzy said that the County has admitted that this was done in error and they are going to be
altering it. There has been communication with the County and they are processing the paperwork
to make that happen and get the values straight. According to what the taxes should be, the
propetty owner paid the right amount, however, what the taxes in error show are additional taxes
that haven’t been paid. Mr. Madzy’s suggestion is to approve the list with the condition that the
tax issue be straightened out with the County for 584 Prospect.

Mr. Madzy asked if there were any questions. Mr. Smith wanted to thank Mr. Madzy for
his thoroughness, having all the houses undergo exterior maintenance inspections, confirming all
the real estate taxes and following up when there is an issue. Mr. Madzy explained that because
we are confirming compliance at this meeting of 2019, we are really looking at 2018 taxes. This
is the first time this property has come up. Mr. Madzy noted that when the error was noticed, the
Berea Building Department had all of their records in place with the email, email confirmation and
letters that went to the County. He also explained that the County was great to work with too.

Mr. Madzy asked if there were any questions or comments about the list. There were no
further questions. '

Mr. Madzy asked for a motion to accept the list with the condition that the County
straighten out the taxes at 584 Prospect to reflect the abatement being in place in 2018. Moved by
Mr. Dan Smith; seconded by Mr. Dale Lange that the list be approved with the condition that the
County straighten out the tax issue at 584 Prospect. The vote on the motion was all ayes, no nays.
The motion was carried; the list will stand as approved, with the condition for 584 Prospect.

Mr, Madzy asked Mr. Hinkel if he had any questions or comments. He did not have any
questions and said that this was very efficient.

There being no further business, it was moved by Mr. Dan Smith and seconded by Mr,
Dale Lange that the Housing Council Review Meeting be adjourned. The vote on the motion was
all ayes, no nays. Motion carried.

Attest; WJZ oSt Toh
Heather Toth, Secretary

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE

The meeting of the Housing Council Review held this 17th day of December 2020 has been
conducted in compliance with all legal requirements, including C.0. Chapter 109 and Section
121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.

Fo ot T oxh

Heather Toth, Secretary
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“The Grindstone City”
Cyril Kleem
Mayor
CITY OF BEREA
HOUSING COUNCIL
Thursday, December 17, 2020
9:00 a.m.
Video Conference
AGENDA
(B INTRODUCTION

A. Call to Order

B. Roli Call of Members

CITY OF BEREA

11 Berea Commons
Berea, Ohic 44017
(440) 826-3800

Fax. (440) 826-4800
www.cityofberea.org

C. Sunshine Compliance with Ohio R.C. 121.22 and Codified Ordinance

Chapter 109 (Sunshine Laws)

I Housing Council Review of the 2019 Residential Status Report

A. Active residential CRA abatements

B. Active commercial / industrial abatements prior to 2008

il. Adjournment

“City of Champions”
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o ‘News Sun
LEGAL AFFIDAVIT

AD{#: 0009802299

Stale of Ohio,) 88

County of Cuyahoya)
George Halarewicz being duly sworn, deposes that helshe is principal clerk of Advance Ohio; that News Sun is a public newspaper

published in the city of Clevaland, with general circulation in Cuyahoga county, and this notice Is an aceurate and true copy of this
notice as printed in said newspaper, was printed and published in the regular edition and issue of said newspaper on the following

datefs):
News Sun 12/03/2020
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Sworn to and subscribed before me th|s 4th day of Decamber 2020
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LEGAL NOTICE
HOUSING COUNCHL, REVIEW MEETING
The Gity of Berea wil hold the 2019 Houslng
Counglt raview meafing on Tnur'sdayt Dae. 17,
2026, 5 am, The purpose of lis meeung Is to
- eVt statisard: acfivitios in-Berda's Cam-
muily Relnvestiiant Area. This moaling witt be
neid virkially. For further informalion or to ob-
taln fhe. vidua! moeilng !ngdn Information,
please conitact Matt Madzy al 440-826-5803.
Any parsans who wish lo atiend the mesting
and reduice gpeciai accammndations’ under
the Amadeans With Disabititios Act, ploass call
440-826-5803 no {ater than 72 haurs prior to
Iha mgalirg.
prsdecd, 2020-880229%
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