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Newsletter
Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem
The pandemic has ravaged
the economy. That affects
families, jobs and City finances too.
As residents have taken precautions to deal with the
consequences of limited revenue, the City of Berea took
measures to cut back on expenses and limit spending.
We completed only those
projects for which we had
grant funding.
So far, the City is in pretty good shape. We didn’t lay
off any full time employees and we were able to
maintain basic services.
We did receive $1.4 million in federal CARES funding and that along with City funds enabled us to restore 5 percent pay cuts to City employees and give
$1,000 in hazard pay to police officers, firefighters,
service department workers and other essential city
employees. We also provided a second round of
grants to local businesses. We invested in PPE and
sanitizing equipment for City buildings.
We also received another rebate from the Bureau of
Workers Compensation that amounted to $827,000.
And another CARES package might be forthcoming.
As you know, things change daily, so we’re not out of
the woods yet. But I’m hoping that some of the programs we cut back on or skipped in 2020, we can
tackle in 2021.
In 2020, we completed the resurfacing of West Street
from Prospect to the City limits with Olmsted Falls.
Phase 2 of the North End Sewer Rehabilitation project got under way. Tamarack and parts of Edgewood
were resurfaced. The railroad bridge over North
Rocky River Drive was repaired. Those projects were
fully or partially funded by grants and no-interest
loans.
This year, I’m hoping we can get back to some semblance of normalcy and to resume our usual spending
on infrastructure improvements. The City’s 2021
budget must be filed with the state before the end of
March. As usual, it will be flexible enough to allow
for increased spending if that becomes appropriate.
I’m optimistic but cautious. Defeating COVID is
linked to the economy. Jobs, pay checks, manufacturing, production won’t come back until COVID is under control. Recovery of the economy and defeat of
the virus will take time.
Let’s make sure 2021 is the year of the comeback.

Berea Community Outreach anchors help to residents
With the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in
March 2020, Berea Community Outreach became
the go-to resource for increasing numbers of Berea
residents.
BCO was one of the first projects started by Mayor
Cyril Kleem when he took office in 2008. He saw
it as reaching out to “those in the shadows of the
community, the ones that are often forgotten,” he
said.
Living up to its motto, “lending a hand, making a
difference,” Berea Community Outreach now encompasses a long list of programs from a food
pantry to Dinner to Your Door to grass cutting and
snow plowing for seniors and the disabled.
Natalie Guzzo, Berea Community Outreach coordinator, said that requests for services have mushroomed in the past year. At the same time, “We’ve
been getting a tremendous amount of donations
since COVID,” she said.
When the first stimulus checks were mailed, many
residents dropped off the funds at BCO. “They
told me they didn’t need the money. We could put
it to better use,” Guzzo said.

100 residents at Quarrytown. Children were given
Easter baskets.

Local corporations have helped too. Giant Eagle
has donated bakery, food, soap, toilet paper and
other supplies worth more than $30,000. Guzzo
said the grocery store also gave BCO clients Halloween bags and decorations. Heinen’s regularly
drops off bread and bakery items worth more than
$10,000 over the year.

BCO volunteers raked leaves for 75 seniors in November.
BCO also supports the Active Senior Network and
the Veterans Outreach Office.

One of BCO’s major programs is the Backpack
Program for students at Grindstone Elementary
School and Berea-Midpark High School who
might need nutritious food over the weekend.
Credit First National Association based in Brook
Park has donated all of the food items for the
Backpack Program. The association also gave
$10,000 for Christmas gifts and school supplies
for BCO clients. The Backpack Program serves 55
students. School supplies were given to 65 students.
Individuals, service organizations such as Berea
Kiwanis and Berea Rotary, churches, school
groups and other non-profits donate cash, time and
talent to make sure programs run smoothly.
Dinner to Your Door delivers hot meals to 42 seniors, shut-ins and disabled residents in Berea,
Brook Park and Middleburg Heights. The meals
are provided by a catering service and delivered by
volunteers.
About 180 families are served by the Food Pantry,
which is open every Thursday.

Follow us for up-to-date information at:
City of Berea, Ohio

Visit our website www.cityofberea.org

Employees of Timco Rubber Products, located on Blaze Industrial Parkway in Berea, collected non-perishable food items
for the Berea Community Outreach Pantry in November.

Easter and Thanksgiving meals were delivered to

For Christmas, 110 children received gifts through
BCO.

BCO works with the police department and other
agencies to help those with mental health issues
and those who may need housing assistance.
All of this is accomplished as a non-profit. BCO
has raised more than $800,000 in cash and donations to support its programs. Programs costs are
supported 100 percent by donations. No tax dollars
are used. BCO relies on the generosity of the community to continue helping our neighbors.
“Berea is such a great community because of our
sense of family, and it's that sense of family that
we rely on to support Berea Community Outreach,” Mayor Kleem said.
To support Berea Community Outreach, make
checks payable to BCO and mail to 535 Wyleswood Drive, Berea, OH 44017. You also can donate on the City web site, https://
cityofberea.org/274/Berea-Community-Outreach.
Non-perishable food items can be dropped off
weekdays between 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. It’s best to call
first, (440) 826-4891.
BCO is headquartered at the former Smith School,
535 Wyleswood Drive.
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Recycling Tip of the Month
Recycle gift boxes and gift wrap

Wrapping paper, holiday cards and boxes that are
100 percent paper can be recycled. Plain cards and
paper with no glitter or plastic coating can be placed
in the light green Kimble recycling bins. Do NOT
include photos, foil, plastic coating, ribbons, bows or
glitter.

Christmas Tree
& Light Recycling
Recycle Christmas Lights

Through Jan. 16
Berea Recreation Center
451 Front St.
Strings of lights – power strips –
extension cords
NO Tinsel, bubble lights or snow spray

Christmas trees will be picked up by
the Berea Service Department
Call for Pickup
Leave at curbside
No tinsel, no lights, no tree stands
Do NOT place in plastic bags
Call the Service Garage
(440) 826-5853
Or e-mail
servicegarage@cityofberea.org

Blood Drive

Saturday, Jan. 9
Noon - 4 p.m.
Vivan Smith Elementary School Gym
535 Wyleswood Dr., Berea
At this time appointments are preferred
& masks are required.
Please make an appointment & earn reward points
at vitalant.org/OhioDonorPortal
Group code: 4756
Donate blood. We’ll let you know if you have the
antibodies to help patients battling COVID-19.
Please eat before you donate. Bring a photo ID & a
list of any medications that you take.



  

The Monthly Berean is published monthly by the City of Berea
and is distributed to residents, organizations and businesses in
Berea.

Mayor Cyril Kleem
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Megan Pochatek, design editor
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bereanewsletter@gmail.com or (440) 274-5608
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Safety News You Can Use
(Information provided by the Berea Police Department)
How to keep your new devices safe
Now that the holidays have passed, it is a good
time to talk about device safety.
Many of you may have recently received a new
device such as an iPhone or tablet and you are now
in the process of downloading new software applications. Dangers that come with fraudulent software applications include malicious malware loaded on your device, unwanted advertisements, and
the theft of your personal or financial information.
What should you do to keep your device safe? The
first thing you can do when you have found an application you want to download is to check the reviews. You can learn a good amount of information about the reliability and trustworthiness of
an application through other users’ previous download reviews. If there are excessive and unwanted
advertisements that come with the application you
will most likely learn this from reading some of

the reviews. Next, you may want to look at how
many downloads an application has. If there is a
low number of downloads, compared to other similar applications, then there is a good chance it is
not very trustworthy. Along with that, if the application is offering a too-good-to-be-true discount,
such as a coupon application or cash application
offering rewards, there is a good chance that it is
fraudulent and you are being scammed.
In regard to privacy, make sure you are very careful on what permissions you allow the application
to have on your phone. Remember that the more
permissions allowed, the more access you may be
giving to a fraudster. When you allow access to
your microphone or camera when there is no need
for it, you may be opening yourself up to fraud.
Lastly, be very careful when using your credit
card, and how many different credit cards you use,
when making in-application purchases. When this
information falls into the wrong hands it can be
very costly and time consuming to recover your
losses and fix the damage it caused.

NEWS BRIEFS
Jail becomes office space
at police station

The former holding cells at the Berea Police Station
are being converted into office space. Service Director Paul Anzalone said CARES funds were being
used to transform the old jail area into expanded
work areas for sergeants and lieutenants. The renovations have also resulted in wider corridors and larger
storage spaces. “It’s less crowded,” Anzalone said.
The project is scheduled to be complete by February.

Kiwanis collecting hats and gloves

The Kiwanis Club of Berea is asking for donations of
new gloves, mittens, hats and personal hygiene items
for its Operation BErea Kind project. The items will
be available in small plastic bags attached to the
fence surrounding Safety Town at the Berea Recreation Center, 451 Front St. Donors can place items
directly into the bags or drop off donations at the Rec
Center. A box marked Operation BErea Kind will be
inside the door. Community members are welcome
to take what they need from items on the fence. Give
what you can; take what you need.

Simple Recycling on hold

Simple Recycling has suspended its operations temporarily. Because of COVID and concerns about
containing the virus, Simple Recycling trucks will
not be picking up the green and/or orange bags of
clothing at curbside. The company hopes to resume
collection in the spring.

Church re-opens clothing collection bin

St. Pauly Textile has re-opened its clothing collection shed at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 276 E. Bagley
Road. Clothing, shoes and stuffed animals are accepted. No household goods or books please. The
shed is located in the northeast corner of the parking
lot.

COVID leads to online concerns
for kids

With children spending more time online in the wake
of COVID-19, the Ohio attorney general’s office has
issued some tips for parents. The office advises parents to think SMART.
Stop unnecessary sharing. Don’t let children give out
personal information, such as name, address, phone
number or photos, to strangers.
Monitor your child’s online activity.
Assess privacy. Understand what information is being collected about your child by reading privacy
policies.
Research apps. Know what your child is downloading.
Teach your children the importance of not downloading unknown files, not signing up for free products, not believing everything you read on the internet and not meeting with strangers.

Families enjoy Jack Frost Festival & parade
The pandemic has forced some changes in our lives
and the Jack Frost Festival was no exception. An
abbreviated version of the annual festival welcomed
winter but festivities were limited to Coe Lake. As
with the Harvest Festival in October, there were
three sessions of 325 people each to walk the lighted
paths around the park, meet with costumed characters and relax with cookies and cocoa in the Pavilion.
There was also an ice sculptor, creating images of a
snowman and reindeer. Kids could skate on the iceless skating rink and all children were given gifts
bags with candy canes and small crafts. A fireworks
display capped off the fun.
Afterward, families could follow Santa and a four-

hour parade of police and fire and other vehicles as
they cruised the city past the nearly 150 homes decorated as part of Light Up Berea.
A popular feature this season was the Letters to Santa mailbox at Coe Lake near the Mucklo Playground.
More than 375 children sent letters, which Santa diligently answered to children in Berea as well as
Avon, Parma, Brook Park, Strongsville, Elyria,
Cleveland, Lyndhurst, Tipp City and even out of
state.
Despite these difficult times, Berea tried to bring a
bit of magic to everyone, at least for a little while,
and spread some Christmas cheer.
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Southwest General announces new restrictions
With the ongoing increase in COVID-19 cases in
northeast Ohio, Southwest General Health Center
is treating a high volume of COVID-19 patients.
To ensure the safety of patients and staff, the hospital has updated its restrictions on visitors and
services.
NO visitors are allowed to see patients on any general medical/surgical floor or critical care unit.
All nonessential surgeries requiring an in-patient
stay are postponed until further notice.
In addition, no visitors may see patients confirmed
or under investigations for COVID-19. If a patient
with an appointment at the hospital needs assistance, one visitor may accompany them. No visitors are permitted in exam rooms or procedure areas. All visitors must remain in the waiting area and

maintain social distancing. Everyone will be
screened upon entering the facility.
The Emergency Room remains open and is safe
and ready to care for patients. Only patients are
allowed in the treatment/procedure areas. Those
who accompany patients to the ER must remain in
the waiting area.
Emergency, essential and outpatient surgeries will
continue.
Only one adult visitor is permitted in the maternity
ward during the duration of mom’s hospital stay.
No visitors are permitted for patients in Behavioral
Health Services.
Additional information can
www.swgeneral.com/covid-19.

be

found

at

Message from Southwest General president
Dear Community Member,
One hundred years ago, during the influenza pandemic of 1918, the foundation of what has become
Southwest General Health Center was established.
Today, we find ourselves fighting a new pandemic
impacting our communities, the novel coronavirus,
also known as COVID-19. However, despite the new
challenges of the current COVID-19 pandemic, our
top priority continues to be the same—the safety and
well-being of all our community members.
We understand that you might be feeling apprehensive about visiting the Health Center in the midst of
this ongoing pandemic. Is it safe? Should I go to my
doctor’s appointment? These are reasonable questions to ask, but putting off your medical care is not
the answer, particularly if you are faced with a medical emergency.
Since the onset of the pandemic, safety has been our
first concern in providing the care you need. We
closely monitor and implement guidelines presented
by the Centers for Disease Control and the state of
Ohio. Also, we have enacted visitor restrictions to
limit the number of people entering our facilities
with the intention of minimizing the spread of the
virus.
We continue to find innovative ways to care for our
patients. For example, we offer Telehealth Ser-

Library earns five-star rating

Branches are scheduled to reopen for walk-in visits as of Jan. 16. This is subject to change.
Library open for curbside/drive-through service
only. All branches of the Cuyahoga County Library
System closed to public access because of a concern
over the increase in coronavirus cases. The library
remains staffed and patrons can call ahead for ser-

Mark Kaufhold

vices—online video visits and phone calls—so, when
appropriate, you can receive care from the comfort of
home or anywhere via a mobile device.

Berea Fire Chief Mark Kaufhold will retire on
Friday, Jan. 15, after 33 years as a Berea firefighter.

Additionally, we continue to enhance and add new
services. We launched additional molecular and cellular-based COVID-19 testing platforms in our Laboratory Center, and introduced the new Southwest
General Healthy at Home program. This program
helps COVID-19 patients receive the care they need
to continue recuperating in the comfort of their own
home.

Kaufhold was named fire chief in 2012 after the
retirement of Chief Ted Novak. A graduate of
Kent State majoring in aerospace technology,
Kaufhold had planned to become an airline pilot.
That changed when he took the Berea fire exam
and was hired as a firefighter in 1988. For many
years, Kaufhold chaired Berea’s Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT), which recruited and trained citizen volunteers to assist
safety forces during emergencies, such as downed
power lines.

Please know that we are doing everything we can to
help ensure that our patients, visitors and staff remain safe. From our emergency services and physician visits to outpatient procedures, we are here for
you, today. We encourage you to visit us at swgeneral.com/COVID-19 for more information and to
learn more about the steps we are taking to keep you
and your loved ones healthy during this unprecedented time.
Stay safe. Stay Well.
Sincerely,

Assistant Chief Tom Emling, who also was the
city fire marshal, retired in October. He now
works part time for the Building Department.
Fire Lt. Terry Ledwell was named fire chief by
Mayor Cyril Kleem in December to replace Kaufhold. Fire Lt. Michael Schmitt was named assistant chief. Both have been working closely with
Kaufhold to facilitate the transition to a new leadership team.
Ledwell and Schmitt will be sworn into office on
Jan. 15.

William A. Young, Jr.,
President and Chief Executive Officer
Southwest General Health Center

At the Library
For the 11th consecutive year, the Cuyahoga County
Public Library has received the highest overall score
in Library Journal’s Index of Public Library Service.
CCPL also received the Index’s prestigious five-star
rating for the 12th year in a row.

Fire chief to retire
on Jan. 15

vices, such as pickup of materials, fax or copying
services or questions about downloading material,
for example.
The operating hours remain:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday – Thursday
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Friday – Saturday
1 - 5 p.m., Sunday
Holiday Closings:
All library branches will be closed Friday, Jan. 1.
For more information: Visit www.cuyahogalibrary.org or call the Berea
Branch at (440) 234-5475 to check whether services
are curbside/drive-through or in-person.

Thieves targeting
unlocked cars
The Berea Police Department reports an increasing number of vehicle break-ins. Most of the cars
and trucks entered were left unlocked.
The police advise that motion lights and outdoor
lighting can help, especially this time of year
when it gets dark so early. But the best deterrent is
to lock the vehicle and don’t leave valuables or
cash and credit cards in the car even if they are
stowed and are not visible. Thieves will enter cars
looking for items to steal.
Police also advise that it is best to lock cars even if
they are in the garage.
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SCHOOL NEWS

Hall of Fame ceremony postponed

The Berea City School District’s 28th Distinguished
Alumni Hall of Fame Dinner and Ceremony originally scheduled for April 30, 2020, has been postponed until April 22, 2021. Revised invitations will
be mailed in February. Berea High alumni to be inducted are Keith Berr, ’72, and Chuck Richie, ’65.
Berr is an award-winning photographer based in
Cleveland. He is on the board of the Cleveland Institute of Art and is working with the Berea High
School Alumni Association to preserve the Tree of
Knowledge. Richie is an actor and emeritus theater
professor at Kent State University. Faculty and staff
to be inducted include James Gorsline, Leroy
McCreary and the late Richard Vale.

Sophomores can visit Polaris virtually

High school sophomores considering enrollment at
Polaris Career Center can visit the school virtually.
Polaris has created Google Classroom accounts for
each high school in the Polaris district. For BereaMidpark High School the code is 5chlnyc. Go to
www.polaris.edu for a tour and other information.

District offers resources for parents

Parenting during the pandemic is stressful. Parents
can access help on the Berea City School District
web site, www.berea.k12.oh.us. Click on Self-Care
for Parents for a series of videos and guides to deal
with COVID and kids. Some of the options are: Parents’ Guide to Managing Stress While Remote
Learning, CDC COVID-19 Parent Resource Kit,
Supporting Families During COVID-19, among others. The district suggests that if families need additional support, they contact a school counselor.

City Club donates funds
for makerspace

The Berea City Club has donated $100,000 to the
Berea City Schools for a makerspace at BereaMidpark High School. Makerspaces allow students
to create and build projects. The donation will pay
for such equipment as 3-D printers, a laser engraver
and an embroidery sewing machine. The donation
will include three payments over the next three
years. The area will be named The Berea City Club
Inc. Mayor Stanley J. Trupo Makerspace. Mayor
Trupo founded the City Club in 1998.

Sewer district rates will
increase in 2021

Beginning in January, the North East Ohio Regional
Sewer District rates will increase. It is part of a sixyear plan to increase rates every year through 2021.
The new rates will be reflected on the quarterly bills
sent to residents by the City of Berea Water Billing
Department. City of Berea rates will not change.
The NEORSD charges are included in the Berea water bill as a convenience for residents. Instead of paying two bills, they pay just one. The City of Berea
passes the NEORSD charges along to that agency.
The 2021 NEORSD regular charges will be $71.20
per five-thousand gallons plus a quarterly base
charge of $29.10. The charge for those with a Homestead Exemption will be $42.75 per five-thousand
gallons plus $17.40 quarterly base charge. Please see
the accompanying graphic for more details.
Questions or comments, call the sewer district’s customer service line at (216) 881-8247.
See chart to the right.
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Joyce Manufacturing plans to expand
Joyce Manufacturing Co. on Berea Industrial Parkway plans to add 18,000 square feet of production
space and 16 full-time equivalent jobs.
Joyce manufactures and installs walls, windows and
roofing systems as well as replacement windows and
sliding patio doors. It has been buying insulated glass
from another supplier. The new addition will allow
Joyce to manufacture its own insulated glass.
To facilitate the project, Joyce is requesting a 49 percent property tax abatement on the new construction
over a 10-year period. Joyce estimated the cost of
constructing the facility, equipping it and providing
inventory at more than $3.7 million.
If the tax exemption is approved by City Council,
Joyce would pay the City an annual fee equal to the
greater of 1 percent of the dollar value of the taxes
abated each year or $500. If the abated taxes exceed
$250,000, Joyce would pay the City a fee of $2,500.
There are two buildings on the property. The main
facility is 79,000 square feet. Another building is
18,000 square feet. The 18,000-square-foot addition
would be built onto that smaller structure.
Joyce now has 86 employees. Under the proposed
agreement, the company would hire 16 additional
workers within 24 months – 8-10 employees in the

Joyce Manufacturing Co., 1125 Berea Industrial Parkway,
is asking for tax abatement to build an 18,000-square-foot
addition.

first year for a first shift and another 8-10 in the second year for a second shift. The additional payroll is
estimated to total $350,000.
Once the tax proposal is OK’d by the city, construction would begin immediately with a completion date
in early summer 2021.
An ordinance authorizing the Community Reinvestment Area agreement was introduced to City Council
on Dec. 7. Council is expected to vote on the proposal on Jan. 4.
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Black Lives Matter founder
to highlight MLK Jr. Day
Opal Tometi, the co-founder of Black Lives Matter, will keynote Martin Luther King Jr. Day on
campus. The virtual event will be noon to 1 p.m.
on Jan. 18, Martin Luther King Jr. Day. The event
is free and open to the public but registration is
required. Go to bw.edu/events for a link to the
event.
Classes begin Jan. 19: BW classes will begin on
Jan. 19, a week later than usual. Students were attending virtual classes following the Thanksgiving
break. Move-in day will be Jan. 15-16.
Live Stream Events
While there are no in-person events at BW, there
are many live stream events open to the public,
including plays, concerts, lectures and webinars.
Visit bw.edu/events/ for details — new events are
added weekly.
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BW’s new Knowlton Center features
high-tech learning
When math and science majors return to Baldwin
Wallace University’s campus on Jan. 19, they’ll
have a brand-new building to call home.
The Knowlton Center, nestled by the observatory
and the Center for Innovation and Growth off
Front Street, will be classroom ready for a variety
of math, science, engineering and computer courses.
Ground was broken on the 55,000-square-foot
building in October. It features open spaces, plenty
of windows and a dramatic elevator shaft in the
entryway wrapped in wood panels reclaimed from
trees that were removed as part of the project.
“The knots and lines in each piece of wood were
preserved,” pointed out William Reniff, vice president for finance and administration, as he conducted a tour of the facility. “It has a natural look.”
The labs and classrooms emphasize a hands-on
approach to learning. The Fabrication Lab, for example, will allow engineering students to design,
prototype and build projects. The lab has floor to
ceiling exhaust tubes to eliminate any odors and
fumes.

Veteran firefighter joins
department

The Maker Space and Robotic Lab has state-of-the
-art 3-D printers. The Optics Lab has space for
physics students to experiment with lasers and holography. The Anechoic Chamber is totally soundproof and is part of the Acoustics Lab.
The Forum Staircase will do double duty as a
study area and classroom. Students can meet here
to collaborate on projects, study quietly or watch
special programs on mechanized screens.
Work spaces and desks in each classroom are
equipped with individual computers. Classrooms
and labs also are flexible. Spaces can be expanded
if needed.

Mayor Cyril Kleem administers the oath of office to Drew
DeSimone, Berea’s newest firefighter, in front of True Grit No.
1, the city’s state-of-the-art ladder truck.

A firefighter and paramedic for 8 years, Drew
DeSimone was looking for a change. He joined the
Berea Fire Department and was sworn into office
by Mayor Cyril Kleem on Dec. 4.

All this is just the first floor. On the second floor,
students will find faculty offices. Reniff said the
40 instructors are not placed according to discipline but are intermingled to encourage collaboration. You might find a physics professor’s office
right next to one housing an engineering professor.
Here you’ll also find a board room and meeting

DeSimone, 32, previously was with the Carollton
Fire Deparment , which is just south of Canton.
“Berea is a smaller, tight-knit community, but with
a big city feel,” he said. “We like the family atmosphere.” DeSimone and wife, Caley, have three
sons, Jaxson, 4; Jett, 3; and Jayden, 6 months.
DeSimone has certifications in Trench Rescue,
Ropes Rescue, Ice Rescue, Hazardous Materials,
Advanced Cardiac Life Support and Pediatric Advanced Life Support. He has an associate’s degree
in EMS and Fire Science from Columbus State
Community College.

The Knowlton Center will be ready for STEM classes once
Baldwin Wallace University students return to campus on
Jan. 19.

Specially treated strips of wood taken from trees removed for
the Knowlton Center project enwrap the elevator shaft in the
foyer.

spaces for students and faculty to confer. There
also is a student lounge. A nurse will staff the
Wellness Clinic.
The Knowlton Center will be open to students and
faculty 24/7, Reniff said. They will use special
swipe cards to access the building, which has two
entrances. The main entrance faces the campus.
Another entrance is off the 165-space parking lot.
For years, BW’s computer and some science classes were housed in the former Loomis School.
That building was not appropriate for today’s technology. The Knowlton Center was designed with
input from industry leaders, faculty and students.
While BW is known for its Conservatory of Music
and its highly-touted programs to train teachers,
the Knowlton Center should attract STEM students as well.
The $25 million project was supported by major
gifts from OEC, a technology company; The Harding Family Charitable Trust; and FirstEnergy
Foundation and FirstEnergy Corp. An $8 million
grant from the Austin E. Knowlton Foundation
lends its name to the building. Knowlton was not a
BW graduate, but, Reniff said, the late Mr. Knowlton and the Knowlton Foundation have an interest
in STEM and supporting higher education. The
School of Architecture at Ohio State is named in
his honor. Knowlton also was an original founding
partner of the Cincinnati Bengals and was a major
owner of the Cincinnati Reds.
An official ribbon-cutting and dedication ceremony is planned for this spring.
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Food pantries and
food distribution

Berea Community Outreach Pantry, 535 Wyleswood Drive, (440) 826-4891, nguzzo@cityofberea.org. Call first. Doors are locked.
Open 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursdays.
SCAN Hunger Center Pantry, 398 W. Bagley
Road, Williamsport Plaza, (440) 260-7226. Open 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. second Friday of the month & 4-7
p.m. fourth Friday of the month.
People’s Community Church pantry, 628 Wesley
Drive, (440) 234-0609. Open 10 a.m. to noon on the
third Saturday of the month.
Church Street Ministries, 1480 Bagley Road, (440)
239-0549. Open noon to 2 p.m. on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.
There also are Little Free Pantries located near People’s Community Church and the Berea Branch Library. The Prospect Pantry is at the corner of Prospect Street and Jacqueline Drive.
Free Community Meal, St. Paul Lutheran Church,
276 E. Bagley Road, served once a month, 5-6 p.m.,
on the last Wednesday of the month. Drive-up only.
Next meal is Jan. 27.
Rise in Love, free hot meal on the third Sunday of
the month, 2-4 p.m., Keller Center. St. Adalbert
Catholic Church, 66 Adalbert St., drive-up only.
Next meal is Jan. 17.
Pet Food Pantry, Animal Rescue Friends, 10015 E.
River Road, Columbia Station, 10 a.m. to noon every Sunday. Contact (440) 234-2034 or arfpetpantry@gmail.com for more information.

City will recognize frontline
workers, good neighbors
In light of the pandemic, the City’s annual Spirit of
Community Volunteer Banquet is canceled for 2021.
Instead, Mayor Kleem will recognize frontline workers and neighbors who have gone above and beyond
to help others.
The Mayor is sponsoring three awards. The Frontline
Employee Award will honor two individuals who
displayed exceptional service and commitment during the pandemic. One award will go to a private
sector employee and one to a public sector employee.
The Good Neighbor Award will recognize a resident
(outside of their job) who displayed exceptional service and commitment to others during the pandemic.
The City is asking for nominations from the public.
Everyone who is nominated will receive a Mayor’s
Award of Recognition.
Nominations should include your name and contact
information, nominee’s name, place of employment
(not necessary for Good Neighbor Award), the award
for which the person is being nominated and why
you feel the person should receive the award.
The Mayor will appoint a committee to review the
nominations and make the final decision on the three
recipients.
Submit nominations to Mayor Kleem by Jan. 25.
Send to his e-mail – ckleem@cityofberea.org.
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Vets help fellow vets keep in touch
It’s a given that only a veteran can really understand another veteran’s hopes and fears and memories.
Berea’s Veterans Outreach Office began a Vet-toVet Program to connect with homebound or older
vets. Before COVID, Veterans Outreach volunteers would meet in person with vets requesting a
visit. Now, the visits are mainly via phone or video
chat.
One client is World War II Navy veteran Tom
Goebel, 95. He’s had in-person visits from Outreach volunteers Rocco Settoni, a fellow sailor;
and from Army vet Al Okeson.
“I ask them how they’re doing,” Okeson said. “We
do chit chat.” Sometimes that’s all the vets need;
sometimes they want to talk about their military
experiences.
“I’m there to listen,” Okeson said.
Okeson said he added a little gift to his last visit.
One of his neighbors, an Air Force veteran, visits
patients at the VA Hospital at Wade Park and
brings them small plants. Okeson borrowed that
idea and presented Goebel with a houseplant. He
hopes that project will carry forward.

World War II Navy veteran Tom Goebel, left, receives a
Vet-to-Vet visit from Army vet Al Okeson.

“social calls” – a way for veterans to connect.
Springer does an initial assessment when a visit is
requested. “I find out what is needed, which
branch of the service would be best suited for a
visit,” he said.
Before the pandemic, Springer and volunteers
would visit veterans in nursing homes and assisted
living facilities. “We’d basically go around the
horn, ask them to explain their lives, what they did
in the service, after the service,” Okeson said.
“We let them talk about themselves.”

To vets hospitalized or at home with illness, “it
gives them some meaning to life. It gives them
something to take care of,” Okeson said.

Now, “we can connect over the phone,” Springer
said.

Chaplain Willie Springer, who heads the Veterans
Outreach Office, said he began the program as

To request a Vet-to-Vet visit, contact Springer at
wspringer@cityofberea.org or (440) 973-4567.

VETERAN SPOTLIGHT
After graduating from the University of Dayton
with a degree in accounting, Ron Konkoly got his
draft notice. It was the 1960s and the Vietnam War
was going strong.
Konkoly ended up as a light arms infantryman
with the 101st Airborne in Vietnam 1968-69.
“They lost so many people in the Tet Offensive;
they were using people that weren’t airborne qualified. That was me,” Konkoly said.
Although he wasn’t trained to jump out of airplanes with a parachute, “I did jump out of helicopters,” he said. He was discharged as a sergeant
(E5) with an Air Medal, a Bronze Star and two
Army Commendation Medals, one for valor.
He used the GI Bill to study for his CPA Exam,
passed it and then worked as an accountant for 25
years.
He and his wife, Sharon, enjoyed volunteering at
the Diocesan Retreat House and other support
agencies over the years. So much so, that Konkoly
went back to school to earn a master’s degree in
counseling in 1996. He retired from accounting
and spent the next 25 years as a mental health
counselor in Geneva.
“I did group therapy and one-on-one sessions. It

was very rewarding,”
Konkoly said.
In between, the Konkolys owned an alpaca
farm. “We had 16 animals and sent the fleece
to a co-op that made
socks out of it,” he said.
Sharon Konkoly is a
fiber artist and used the
fleece to create all sorts
of items, which the couple sold.
Although he was born
Ron Konkoly
and raised on the East
Side (he’s a Benedictine High School graduate),
they moved to Parma Heights when they retired
three years ago. “I’m enjoying not doing anything,” he said. Well, he does volunteer with Berea’s Veterans Outreach Office, helping with special events.
He and Sharon have been married for 53 years and
have three sons and four grandchildren. Her father, Joseph Lash, a World War II Army Air
Corps veteran, passed away recently.
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Marine remembers World War II, tsunami
Like a lot of other 18-year-olds in 1943, Harold
Kinzy was drafted shortly after he graduated from
high school.
Born and raised on a farm near St. Clairsville, Ohio,
Kinzy said he was loaded onto a bus to Columbus on
June 6 just days after he picked up his diploma. He
opted for the Marine Corps and was sent on another
bus to Cincinnati for processing.
“They gave us two weeks to go home and then I was
off to Parris Island” for Marine basic training, Kinzy
said. Kinzy, now 95, said he liked the Marine Corps.
“I had two brothers in the Army. I liked the Marines
better,” he said.
The Marines sent him to two schools to learn aircraft
repair and he ended up in South Carolina for two
years. His job was to repair and maintain Corsairs –
a Marine fighter plane. “I took care of the pilot and
made sure they got in and got out OK,” Kinzy said.
In May 1945, he was transferred to a motor pool on
Hawaii.
“Honolulu was not like it is today,” Kinzy recalled.
“There was still refuse from the bombing (of Pearl
Harbor in 1941). Powerful lights were on all the
time.”
His unit was based on Maui, training for the planned
invasion of Japan. “That never happened,” Kinzy
said. “Shortly after I got there, we dropped the bomb
on Japan and the war was over.”
Probably his scariest moment was on a quiet April
day in 1946 as he and friends were sitting on a bank
overlooking the bay. “This big, tall mound of water
came rushing in. It flooded the whole area. It washed
houses away,” he said. “We just sat there and
watched.”
Kinzy and his buddies decided to take a closer look
at the damage. They climbed into a Jeep dubbed Little Iwo Jima, because it had been through a lot. “Just
as we turned into the driveway, the ocean came at us
again,” Kinzy said. “We got caught in the water. I
ran. The Jeep went under. It’s a wonder I got out of
that,” he said.

Message from Chaplain Willie
Dear Veterans & Families:

The tsunami was not preceded by a storm or an
earthquake. “We didn’t
expect it. It was just one
those things,” he said. By
the way, the Jeep was
rescued and returned to
duty.
Months later, his tour was
over and Kinzy was
shipped to California. “I
took a train to the Great
Lakes Naval Center in
Chicago and then a bus
home. I was done,” he
said.

Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities and resources for
military veterans. Submit items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com.

Military dates to remember in January

Jan. 16, 1991 - Desert Storm Began
Jan. 27, 1973 – Vietnam War Cease Fire

Big Lots offers discount to veterans

Harold Kinzy

Because of his aviation background, he attended the
Pittsburgh Institute of Aeronautics and was transferred to Cleveland. He got a job at Cleveland Hopkins Airport. In 1975, he took a job as a mail carrier
with the U.S. Postal Service. He walked his route
along Pearl Road to the Strongsville line, from W.
130th and the Parkway and from Smith Road to Bagley. Kinzy retired in 1990 after 25 years delivering
the mail.
Kinzy met his wife, Emma, in St. Clairsville and
they married while he was in the Marine Corps. They
were married for 70 years until she passed away on
their wedding anniversary in 2014. The couple had
four children, Gary, who served in the Air Force;
Greg, Kevin and Sheila; seven grandchildren and
five great-grandchildren.
Kinzy lives alone now in his home in Berea. He receives Dinner to Your Door through Berea Community Outreach and relatives look in on him several
times a day.
He keeps in touch with two sisters, Ann, 98, of Port
Clinton, and Mary, 94, of Columbus who calls him
every Friday just to keep tabs on her big brother.
Kinzy will celebrate his 96th birthday on Feb. 4. Any
special plans, he is asked. “Well, I have trouble getting around. A bit of arthritis,” he admitted.
“Otherwise, I feel good.”

Kris Kringle helps with
gifts for vets

The New Year is upon us. This is a precious time in
which we are able to set new goals. The Veterans
Outreach Office remains committed to serving Veterans and Families in a supportive and communityoriented environment.
We are in the planning stages of many activities, yet
we must remain in compliance with the on-going
COVID-19 guidelines. Continue to read the Veterans Corner for updates, activities and events.
We are wishing that today is just the beginning of a
year filled with laughter and memories, special
friends and many happy moments cherished together.
Please contact me with any further questions or concerns.
Chaplain Willie Springer
Veterans Outreach Coordinator
(440) 973-4567
wspringer@cityofberea.org

Kris Kringle (otherwise known as Christopher
Kleem) came knocking at the Veterans Outreach Office door in December, offering to lend a hand. He
and Chaplain Willie Springer, Veterans Outreach
coordinator, put together 100 gift bags for veterans in
local nursing homes and assisted living facilities.

Big Lots! offers a 10 percent discount to all activeduty military and veterans everyday on everything in
the store. When shopping in store, vets should show
their BIG Rewards card and valid military ID to the
cashier. Online, go to biglots.com and use SERVICE10 code at checkout. Big Lots president &
CEO Bruce Thorn is an Army vet.

Ohio American Legion accepts
scholarship applications

The American Legion Department of Ohio awards
several scholarships every year. Scholarships are
given to high school and college students and veterans. The American Legion Military Award applicant
must be a member of the Ohio American Legion and
a veteran. The 2020 Military Scholarship went to
American Legion Post 91 member Brian Schultz, a
Persian Gulf Navy vet. Brian is attending Cleveland
State University. High school and college scholarship recipients must be direct descendants of American Legion members. The deadline to submit applications is April 15. For further details, go to
www.ohiolegion.com. For questions, contact Christie
White at programs@ohiolegion.com or Andrew
Klingler at klinger@ohiolegion.com.

VA, post office target scams

The VA’s Privacy Service and the U.S. Postal Inspection Service have signed a two-year agreement
to provide veterans and their dependents with information on scams targeting vets. The post office’s
Operation Protect Veterans alerts vets about scams.
The VA More Than a Number campaign provides
information about identity theft. Go to
www.uspis.gov for more information.
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Community Events
Jan. 1: NEW YEAR’S DAY.
The Kiwanis Club of Berea says thank you to the City of Berea, the Berea Service Department and the
sponsors of our American Flags Over Berea for helping us to support our many community activities
and service projects, including: Grindstone K-Kids; Berea-Midpark High School Key Club; Baldwin
Wallace University Circle K; Citizenship Day; Hanson House; five $2,000 scholarships for graduating seniors; two $1,000 scholarships for BW students; four local foodbanks; and the Summer Lunch
Program just to name a few.
Alloy Engineering
Amanda & Kevin Haas
American Int’l Construction
American Legion Auxiliary &
SALS Unit 91
American Legion Post 91
Andy Faye & Family
Baker-Osinski-Kensinger Funeral Home
Baldwin Wallace University
Barb Draves
Barbara Evans
Beetler’s Auto Body
Benjamin Franklin Plumbing
Bob & Susie Colvin
Berea Chamber of Commerce
Berea City Club
Berea City School District
Berea Family Chiropractic
Berea Fire Department
Berea Historical Society
Berea Kiwanis
Berea Laser Wash
Bill DeVito
Bill Nelson Family
Brennan Electric
Brian Britt, DDS
Brown Hardware
Bruce & Diane McLaughlin
Café Ah Roma
Cleveland Browns
Clyde Barter Family
Colony Roofing
Cons Templeman
Cuyahoga County Fair
Deb Malloy & Family
Dave Tressel

David & Karen Petrus
David Purdy Family
Defino Family
Dennis Kushlak Family
Don Goebel Family
Donald L. Williams
Dr. Terry Daniel
Durand Hopkins
Diane White & Family
Elaine & Larry Myers & Family
Eldermire Family
Estabrook Corp.
Harl & Barbara Evans
Ferrell-Whited Physical Therapy
Services- Dr. Bill Bedford II
Gary Smith Family
Gerald Boggs Family
Generations Senior Living
Giant Eagle
Grindstone PTA
Helwig Whistle Stop
Huge Heating & Cooling
James Baker
Jeanne & Jeff Haas
Kathy Chapman & Family
Janice White & Family
John McCauly & Family
Judge Mark Comstock
Kathy & Kevin Conrad
Kim & Dan Smith & Family
Kruger Consulting, Inc.
Lalene & David Kay
Little Shop of Holly’s
Lou Groza Football
Makovich & Pusti Architects, Inc.
Mark & Susan Hans

Marie & Tom Herr
Maryssa’s Mission Foundation
Mayor Cyril Kleem & Family
MetroPet Veterinary Clinic
Midwest Transatlantic Lines
Mike & Mary Eckert & Family
Mikes Bar & Grill
Mike Draves & Family
Mike Nairn & Family
North Shore Mechanical
Northwestern Skilled Nursing Home
OhioGuidestone
Parkway Barber & Styling
Polaris Career Center
Quadstar
Quarry Masonic Lodge
Rev. Leroy & Elaine McCreary
Robert Basalla DDS, Kevin Chang, MD &
Mark Hans, DDS
Rochelle Friedrich, DDS
Rotary Club of Berea
Sandstone Animal Hospital
Sandy Madzy
ServiceMaster Cleaning
Sherman, Key & Phelps
Southwest Family Physicians
Southwest General Health Center
St. Mary’s School
The Surgery Center
Sylvester’s Auto & Light Truck Service
Templeman Family
Volpe Family
Wargo & Wargo, Co., L.P.A.
Will Smith Family
Willoughby Supply

For more information, or to purchase a flag for 2021,
please contact Larry Myers at emyers34@aol.com or (440) 243-7322.

Upcoming Active Senior Network Programs

Dec. 23-Jan. 3: Winter Break. Berea City
School District.
Jan. 9: Blood Drive. Noon-4 p.m., Smith
School, 535 Wyleswood Drive. For appointments, go to vitalant.org/OhioDonorPortal or
call (877) 258-4825.
Jan. 17: Rise in Love hot meal distribution. 24 p.m., St. Adalbert Catholic Church Keller
Center, 66 Adalbert St. Free. Drive-up only.
Jan. 18: MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
DAY.
Jan. 18: Berea City School District. No
school.
Jan. 19: Classes resume, Baldwin Wallace
University.
Jan. 22: Berea City School District. No
school. Teacher work day.
Jan. 25: Deadline for nominations for Frontline Employee Award and Good Neighbor
Award. Submit nominations to
ckleem@cityofberea.org.
Jan. 27: Community Meal. 5-6 p.m., St. Paul
Lutheran Church, 276 E. Bagley Road. Free.
Drive-up only.

