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Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem 
Every year, I give an up-
date to residents on how 
our community is doing. 
 

We discuss the projects 
weôve completed in the 
past year, city finances, any 
changes in services. I also 
talk our plans for the com-
ing year and plans for the 
future. 
 

This State of the City re-
port again will be delivered at the monthly senior 
luncheon on Tuesday, Feb. 12 at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, 276 E. Bagley Road. Although this report 
is given at a senior function, anyone can attend. 
Cost of the meal is $5 but itôs OK to attend just the 
speech. City Hall department heads and staff will 
be there to answer questions, too. 
 

There is a lot to talk about.  
 

2018 was a ñbuilding yearò for Berea. Coe Lake 
Park saw its grand opening. That was a three-year 
project to renovate the grounds and install amphi-
theater seating. We also expanded John Mucklo 
Playground. Our Live at the Lake concerts drew 
record crowds. 
 

We saw the long-awaited University Market open 
on Front Street. Itôs a private enterprise-BW joint 
venture with stores on the ground floor and dorm 
rooms on the top three floors.  
 

We reconstructed Fair Street with new water and 
sewer lines and a total reconstruction of the road-
way and sidewalks. A similar project will get under 
way on Kraft Street in 2019. We completely recon-
structed Jananna, Vivian and Kaye roadways. We 
also plan to resurface Lindberg Boulevard and Ab-
byshire Drive in 2019. The West Center Street 
Bridge over the Rocky River was replaced. To help 
abate flooding issues, sewers were repaired and 
replaced in several neighborhoods. 
 

To learn more, reserve your spot at the State of the 
City luncheon by contacting Michelle Skutt at the 
Active Senior Network, (440) 234-6080 or email 
mskutt@cityofberea,org.  Reservations are due by 
Feb. 7. 
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eral community events including the Empty 
Bowl Supper, which benefits local food pantries. 
Kiwanis also donated the Safety Town equip-
ment at the Berea Recreation Center and the Pa-
vilion at Coe Lake. 
 

The Berea Baseball Association was founded in 
1975. Volunteer coaches and assistants help 
youth learn and practice baseball skills. BBA 
fields a variety of teams including Boys 7-8 Ma-
chine Pitch Baseball, Girls 7-8 Machine Pitch 
Softball, and age appropriate teams for boys 9-
18. There is Co-Ed T-Ball and Fast Pitch for 
girls 9-14. 
 

Mayor Kleem began the Spirit of Community 
Awards when he was first elected to office in 
2008. The first recipients were his parents, John 
and Farrel Kleem. 
 

The Spirit of Community Banquet will be in Fa-
ther Garrity Hall at St. Maryôs Catholic Church 
on Kraft Street. Catering will be by JoJo Car-
loniôs. Attendance is by invitation only. 

Spirit of Community recognizes volunteers 
The Spirit of Community banquet on Jan. 22 
will honor community volunteers with Bereaôs 
Veterans Outreach Office, Kiwanis and the Be-
rea Baseball Association. 
 

Mayor Cyril Kleem created the Veterans Out-
reach Office in December 2017 to connect veter-
ans with educational, financial and emotional 
support groups. The office is headed by Chap-
lain Willie Springer, an Army combat veteran of 
Vietnam. A corps of military veteran volunteers 
helps with programs, such as visits to nursing 
homes, veteransô picnics and breakfasts and edu-
cation fairs. 
 

Outreach volunteers to be recognized at the Spir-
it of Community banquet are Ryan Bolin, a stu-
dent at Berea-Midpark High School; William 
Douglass, Navy; Dale Eckert, Army; Don Zahn-
ke, Army; James Slater, Air Force; Don Voigt, 
Army; and Linda Kramer, Air Force. 
 

Cleveland Browns alumni who volunteer with 
the office also will be honored. They include 
Ben Davis, Al Jenkins, Greg Pruitt and Cleo 
Miller. The Browns players attend Outreach 
events and meet with vets. Davis, who is an Ar-
my veteran, met one-on-one at the Northwestern 
Health Care Center with a World War II vet who 
was an avid Browns fan. 
 

Also honored will be Jeremy Hayden, nutrition 
supervisor at Southwest General. Hayden do-
nates all the food for the veteransô breakfast. The 
extensive menu usually includes scrambled 
eggs, sausage, bacon, biscuits and gravy. 
 

Four members of the Kiwanis Club of Berea al-
so will be honored. They include Sadi Morgan, 
Nathelle Cline, Barb Haskin and former Kiwanis 
President Mike Nichols. Kiwanis sponsors sev-
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Volunteers with the Veterans Outreach Office present-
ed a program on the U.S. Flag for Grindstone Elemen-
tary School students. From the left are, Bill Douglass, 
Linda Kramer, Veterans Outreach Coordinator Willie 

Springer, Dale Eckert and Jim Slater. 

Caroling brings Berea community together 
About 20 carolers met at St. Maryôs Catholic 
Church to travel by buses to nine homes in Berea. 
The carolers included Mayor Cyril Kleem and his 

family and volunteers from throughout the com-
munity. The troupe visited homebound seniors, 
some of whom were in their 90s. 



 

 

 

The Monthly Berean is published monthly by the 
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Recycling Tip of the Month 
Donôt forget to recycle cardboard packaging from holiday 
gifts and packages sent through the mail or a delivery 
service. You donôt need to remove labels or tape. These 
come off during the recycling process. Do remove packing 
materials such as packing peanuts or Styrofoam blocks. 
Flatten the boxes. Place in the green recycling bin at 
curbside. Cardboard packaging is generally recycled five 
to seven times to make new products such as cereal boxes, 
tissues and more cardboard.  

Trash collection delayed  
Because of the New Yearôs Day holiday on  
Tuesday, Jan. 1, curbside trash pickup will  

be delayed that week.  
 

Trash will be picked up 

Saturday, Jan. 5 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS 
WASTE ROUNDUPS 

 

March 15-16 
Hazardous Waste  

Shred Fest ï Electronics ï Tires 
 

June 14-15 
Hazardous Waste ï Electronics ï Tires 

 

Oct. 11-12 
Hazardous Waste ï Shed Fest 

Electronics ï Tires 
 

8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday & Saturday 
Berea Service Garage (400 Barrett Road) 

 

(Look for details in the February Berean) 

Bulk Trash Collection 
Friday, Jan. 25 

Bulk trash includes large items such as           
furniture, appliances, carpeting & any large 
objects that will not fit into the regular blue 

trash container. 
 

Doors must be removed from refrigerators and 
placed next to the refrigerator at curbside.      
Notify Republic if Freon is involved. 

 

Questions: Call Republic Services 
(800) 433-1309 

Methodist Church offers free 
weddings on Feb. 16 

The United Methodist Church of Berea is hosting 
free wedding ceremonies on Saturday, Feb. 16. Rev. 
Nathan Howe and Rev. Carrie Antczak will officiate 
weddings throughout the day at no cost. Couples 
should make reservations by calling the church at 
(440) 234-3525. Couples will be given one-hour time 
slots. They should bring a marriage license. The 
church will provide the ceremony, music, hospitality 
as well as witnesses, flower girls and ring bearers if 
needed. 
 

There will be a Sweetheart Dance at 6 p.m. to intro-
duce the couples, who can invite guests. The dance is 
open to community members. 
 

For more information, contact Pastor Carrie at 
cantczak@umcb.org or call the church. 

 

ketable. Planning Commission had previously rec-
ommended that the rezoning be OKôd. 
 

Southwest receives Employer  
of Choice award 

Southwest General Health Center has received the 
Employer of Choice award ï the only hospital in 
Ohio to be so honored. The award recognizes organi-
zations that have low employee turnover and have an 
engaged workforce. Southwest was honored for re-
cruiting and retaining top talent, according to Em-
ployer of Choice, Inc., and for having a human re-
sources office that goes above and beyond the usual 
practices.  
 

Berea Chamber joins Power of MORE 
The Berea Chamber of Commerce has joined a con-
sortium of other chamber members in the Power of 
MORE organization. The Power of MORE includes 
nine west side chambers, who partner to offer net-
working opportunities for members. Other Power of 
MORE chamber members are Fairview Park, North 
Coast (Avon, Avon Lake, Sheffield and Sheffield 
Lake), North Olmsted, North Ridgeville and Olmsted 
(Olmsted Falls and Olmsted Township). 

Christmas Tree  
& Light Recycling 
Recycle Christmas Lights 

Through Jan. 18 
Berea Recreation Center 

451 Front St. 
 

Strings of lights ï power strips ï extension cords 
NO Tinsel, bubble lights or snow spray 

 

*** 
Republic Services will pick up trees 

for composting 

Jan. 11 and Jan. 18 
Leave at curbside 

No tinsel, no lights, no tree stands 
Do NOT place in plastic bags 

 

Questions, call the Service Garage 

(440) 826-5853 Or e-mail 
servicegarage@cityofberea.org 

Senior housing plan  
given 1-year extension 

Berea City Council has approved a one-year exten-
sion of plans to construct a 100-unit senior housing 
project on Sheldon Road. David Cerny of Berea 
Sheldon LLC had won approvals from Council and 
Planning Commission in 2016 to proceed with the 
Planned Unit Development. The initial two-year ap-
proval was set to expire on Dec. 15, 2018. Cerny said 
he has been waiting on the Army Corps of Engineers 
to OK wetlands mitigation. That OK has now been 
received. Cerny said the development plans are 98 
percent complete. Construction probably will get 
under way in the spring 2019 with a completion date 
in spring 2020. 
 

City rezones former Giorgioôs property 
City Council has agreed to rezone the 0.8-acre lot at 
the corner of North Rocky River Drive and Bagley 
Road from Residential Single Family B to Commer-
cial Center. The two parcels of land formerly housed 
Giorgioôs Pizza, which has been torn down. The re-
zoning was requested by the property owner, Joseph 
Coury of the Robert M. Coury Trust.  He said the 
rezoning would make the lot consistent with two ad-
joining parcels, making the three parcels more mar-

News Briefs 

Pay raises OKôd for council, mayor 
Maxwell also noted that Mayor Cyril Kleem took a 
wage freeze four years ago. ñThe mayor is CEO. He 
should be compensated as such,ò Maxwell said. ñHe 
oversees 300 employees and a multi-million-dollar 
budget. Compared to other cities, heôs paid less than 
most.ò 
 

Under the new pay schedule, the mayor will receive 
$104,040 in 2020 with 2 percent increases each year 
through 2023. The mayorôs current salary is 
$102,000 yearly. 
 

The President of Council will receive $12,240 in 
2020. That will increase to $12,484 in 2022. Mem-
bers of Council will receive $11,220 in 2020 and 
$11,444 in 2022. Currently, the President of Council 
is paid $12,000 and members of Council receive 
$11,000. 

Every four years, City Council looks at compensa-
tion for elected officials. Councilôs Finance Commit-
tee chaired by Ward 3 Councilman Jim Maxwell re-
searched comparable pay at nearby cities. Council on 
Dec. 18 approved 2 percent across the board pay in-
creases for City Council members and the mayor 
effective in January 2020.  
 

The periodic evaluation of pay for elected officials is 
mandated by the city charter. 
 

Maxwell said the raises were ñin line with what city 
employees have received in the past.ò He also noted 
that the pay increases affect those council members 
and the mayor who are in office as of January 2020 
and not those currently holding office. Law prohibits 
council from giving itself a pay raise. There will be a 
general election in November 2019 for council mem-
bers and the mayor. The winners will take office in 
January 2020. 

mailto:bereanewsletter@gmail.com
mailto:cantczak@umcb.org


 

 

 

 

The bench honoring Grindstone Elementary School stu-
dents who have passed away was donated by the family of 
Alia Bailey, including from the left, Juan Bailey, Aliaôs 
father; Nancy Burnett, Aliaôs mother; Aunt Jennifer Bur-
nett; Grandmother Sandra Burnett and Grandfather Ed-

ward Burnett. 

Monthly Berean                               Page 3 

Memorial bench honors  
students lost too soon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The tragic death of Grindstone Elementary School 
student Alia Bailey in a traffic accident in January 
2017 prompted the PTA to create a memorial. 
Grindstone PTA members wanted to honor Alia, a 
popular first-grader, and two other students who 
passed away since the school opened in 2011. 
 

Also memorialized were Dominique Reyes, who 
died in 2013 of a neuroblastoma, and Aleja Foster, 
who died in 2015 of leukemia. 
 

The Bailey family offered to raise funds for the pro-
ject ï a memorial bench, which was installed around 
the flag pole in front of the school last spring. This 
fall, a plaque honoring the three students was in-
stalled as well. 
 

The plaque reads, ñMemories of you fill my mind, 
like thousands of stars in the sky.ò 
 

Aliaôs family said they hoped people will remember 
how Alia loved everyone ï her family, teachers and 
friends. Her grandmother, Sandra Burnett, said that 
Alia was so excited for Spirit Week at Grindstone 
just before the accident. ñAlia loved everything 
about Grindstone,ò she said. 
 

Aliaôs mother, Nancy Burnett, said her daughter was 
proud that all members of her family were graduates 
of the Berea City School District and that she was a 
part of that history.  
 

Grindstone Principal Teri Grimm remembered Alia 
as ña wonderful little girlò with always a smile on 
her face and ready to give lots of hugs. Aliaôs first-
grade teacher Carla Mandato wears a heart necklace 
from Alia as a reminder of how big Aliaôs heart was 
and of how much she loved Grindstone. 

27
th
 Annual Berea City School 

District Distinguished Alumni 
Hall of Fame 

 

Thursday, April 25, 2019 
Crowne Plaza Hotel 

7230 Engle Road, Middleburg Heights 
5:30 p.m. Doors Open 
6 p.m. Dinner Served 

 

Tickets go on sale January 2019 
For more information, go to 
www.berea.k12.oh.us/alumni 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration is sponsored 
by Baldwin Wallace University in conjunction with 
the Berea community and the Campus/Community 
MLK Week Committee 2019. 
 

United Methodist Church Worship Service: Fea-
turing guest speaker Dr. Emmanuel Twesigye, pro-
fessor of Christian studies at Ohio Wesleyan Univer-
sity. Sunday, Jan. 20, 9 a.m. & 11:15 a.m., The 
United Methodist Church of Berea, 170 Seminary 
St. 
 

Annual Prayer Breakfast: A reflective celebration 
featuring music, readings and keynote speaker Dr. 
Leonne Hudson, professor of history at Kent State 
University. A delicious breakfast will follow. Mon-
day, Jan. 21, 9 a.m., Mount Zion Baptist Church, 
572 Pearl St. 
 

Candlelight March: March begins in the Grindstone 
Room with a brief introduction and ends at the Cen-
ter for Innovation and Growth (CIG) for a brief re-
flection and refreshments. Monday, Jan. 21, 7-9 
p.m., Grindstone Room, Strosacker Hall, 125 Tres-
sel St. 
 

Assembly: BMHS choir members celebrate in song 
as other students perform recitations of historical 

Mayor, two journalists to be inducted  
into Alumni Hall of Fame 

the Society of American Business Editors and 
Writers, where he is a former member of the 
Board of Governors. 
 

 David Donald will be inducted posthumously. 
Donald, BHS ô70, is known as the father of com-
puter-assisted reporting. He passed away in 2016 
at the age of 64. Since 2014, he had been affili-
ated with the American Universityôs Investiga-
tive Reporting Workshop. Before that, he was 
data editor at the Center for Public Integrity, a 
nonprofit journalism group in Washington, D.C. 
His project ñCracking the Codesò in 2012 docu-
mented the abuse of the Medicare system by 
thousands of doctors and other medical person-
nel. The 21-month investigation received the 
Philip Meyer Award, one of journalismôs highest 
honors for data-driven reporting.  He also was 
instrumental in investigating with NPR on 
ñSexual Assault on Campus.ò The story received 
the Sigma Delta Chi award for public service in 
online journalism and the NPR report earned a 
Peabody Award, a top broadcasting honor. 

Berea Mayor Cyril Kleem and journalists Mark 
Calvey and David Donald will be inducted into 
the Berea City School District Distinguished 
Alumni Hall of Fame this spring. 
 

Mayor Kleem, BHS ô92, was elected mayor of 
Berea in 2007. He is now in his third term. He is 
a graduate of Baldwin Wallace University with a 
bachelorôs degree in political science. He has a 
masterôs in political science from the University 
of Akron and masterôs in urban planning, design 
and development from Cleveland State. He is 
founder and former executive director of the Be-
rea Community Development Corp. As mayor, 
he started Berea Community Outreach, which 
operates a food pantry and provides help to 
needy families. BCO also provides educational 
and entertaining programming for seniors. 
Kleem also began the Active Senior Network, 
the Family and Youth Initiative and the Youth 
Sports Commission ï all housed at the Berea 
Recreation Center. 
 

Calvey, BHSô82, is senior reporter for the San 
Francisco Business Times, covering banking and 
finance. He previously worked for the Akron 
Beacon Journal, covering the attempted takeover 
of Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. That story won 
the 1987 Pulitzer Prize. He also has worked for 
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution. He is a gradu-
ate of Kent State University and is a member of 

   David Donald         Mark Calvey       Cyril Kleem 

MLK speech excerpts. Everyone is welcome! Tues-
day, Jan. 22, 9 a.m., Berea-Midpark High School, 
165 E. Bagley Road.  
 

Art Showcase: This event will provide students a 
place to embrace the continued vision of Dr. King, as 
well as allow artistic expression to uplift the commu-
nity and oneself by showing the art that lives within. 
Tuesday, Jan. 22, 6 p.m., Lobby, Kleist Center for 
Art & Drama, 95 E.  Bagley Road.  
 

MLK Keynote Speaker: Featuring Byron Pitts, 
multiple Emmy Award-winning journalist and co-
anchor of ABC's Nightline. Part of the Enduring 
Questions: The Mark Collier Lecture Series. Tues-
day, Jan. 22, 7 p.m., Mainstage Theatre, Kleist Cen-
ter for Art & Drama, 95 E. Bagley Road. 
 

Creative Expressions: Artwork created by students 
and community members will be unveiled, followed 
by a dramatic performance. Wednesday, Jan. 23, 7 
p.m., Berea Branch Library, 7 Berea Commons 
 

Chapel Worship Service: All are welcome to wor-
ship and honor the memory of Dr. King. Thursday, 
Jan. 24, 12:15 p.m., Lindsay-Crossman Chapel, 56 
Seminary St. 

MLK Week 2019: ñDefining the Challenges:  
Creating the Changeò 
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Girl Scouts from Troop 70535 dedicate a Little Free 
Library kiosk near the Berea Branch Library. 

Girl Scouts open  
Little Free Library 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Girl Scout Troop 70535 has installed a Little 
Free Library next to the Berea Library in a land-
scaping plot between the library and Genera-
tions Senior Living Berea. 
 

A Little Free Library is a small, box-like struc-
ture in which people can exchange books. The 
troop is supplying books to start and continuing 
to steward it to ensure it is well-stocked. Any-
one can borrow a book or leave a book for free. 
Any kind of book is welcome ï fiction, non-
fiction, self-help, childrenôs, cookbooks, etc. 
 

The troop chose to make this library for its Sil-
ver Award Project, which is a project that Girl 
Scout Cadettes between sixth and eighth grades 
do to make their communities better. The seven 
girls in Troop 70535 have been together since 
Grindstone Elementary School and are now 
freshmen at Berea-Midpark High School. They 
spent a year raising funds to purchase the library 
and to design and prepare it. Troop Leader 
Danelle Miller said the Scoutsô Little Free Li-
brary kiosk was provided by the national Little 
Free Library organization and is certified. The 
Scouts decorated it. The girls raised money from 
Girl Scout cookie sales, nut and magazine sales 
and received financial support from Berea Ki-
wanis. 
 

The Little Free Library movement started in 
2010 and kiosks have popped up in most states 
and dozens of countries around the world. The 
mission is to promote literacy and the love the 
reading, foster a sense of community and con-
nection and build libraries around the world. 
 

Members of the troop are Paige Davis, 
Kennedie Goodwin, Alyssa Everhart, Olivia 
Miller, Maryn Hutson, Bella Willet and Naomi 
Bruner. Troop Leaders are Danelle Miller, Holly 
Everhart and Tammy Willet. 
 

ñThese girls exemplify what it takes to be com-
munity leaders of the future,ò Danelle Miller 
said. 
 

The Girl Scouts invite residents to take ad-
vantage of this new community resource and 
take a book or leave a book. Happy reading! 
 

Contributed by Maryn Hutson and Naomi  
Bruner, Girl Scout Troop 70535  

SCHOOL NEWS 
Quarterback is Player of the Year 

Berea-Midpark High School quarterback Trevor 
Bycznski was named Division I All-Ohio Offen-
sive Player of the Year by the Ohio High School 
Athletic Association. He finished the year with 
3,506 yards passing, a 66 percent completion rate 
and 34 touchdown passes to 11 interceptions. Dur-
ing his high school career, Bycznski totaled 9,151 
yards passing, which ranks 12th in OHSAA histo-
ry. He is headed to Rice University in the fall. 
 

Teammate Garrett Waite was also named to the 
All-Ohio first team as a receiver. 
 

Athletes honored at  
Fall Sports Awards Night 

Berea-Midpark High School athletes were honored 
for their academic and sports accomplishments at 
the annual Fall Sports Awards Night on Nov. 19. 
Fall athletes have a first quarter GPA of 3.7. 
Southwest Conference Scholar Athlete Awards 
went to Lindsay Seballos, girls golf; Ryan Cun-
ningham, boys golf; Nicole Peterson, volleyball; 
Zachary Hoessle, boys cross country; Alexis Lash, 
girls tennis; Samantha Agresta, girls cross country; 
Mia Vargo, girls soccer; Alexander Smearman, 
boys soccer; Jack Chapman, football; and Hope 
Aurand, cheerleading. 
 

First-team All-Southwestern Conference Honors 
went to Halle Krzys, girls soccer; Nicole Peterson, 
volleyball; Hope Aurand, Kenzie Haney and Me-
gan Robertson, cheerleading; Morgan Jankowski, 
girls cross country; Ethan Bradt, boys cross coun-
try; Brandon Garibotti and Nicolas Ruggiero, boys 
soccer; and Bryce Agnew, Jared Bycznski, Trevor 
Bycznski and Garrett Waite, football. 
 

BW forward named  
Academic All-American 

Danny Ruple, 2016 Berea-Midpark High School 
graduate and forward on the Baldwin Wallace 
University soccer team, has been chosen as a 
Google Cloud Academic All-American for the 
second consecutive year. The BW junior account-
ing major is a three-time All-Ohio Athletic Con-
ference and Academic All-OAC winner. He is the 
only OAC athlete to land on this yearôs team. He 
carries a 3.92 GPA. 
 

Polaris sets sophomore visitation days 
High school sophomores are invited to tour Polaris 
Career Center Jan. 14-16 to learn about the various 
programs offered. An open house for sophomores 
and their parents will be 6-8 p.m. Jan. 17. The labs 
and classrooms are being renovated and are due to 
be complete by 2020. Students should sign up with 
their high school counselors for visitation days. 
 

Education Foundation auction  
is March 7 

The annual fundraising auction to benefit The Ed-
ucation Foundation of the Berea Schools will be 
March 7 at the Crowne Plaza in Middleburg 
Heights. Supporters can bid on art, jewelry, vaca-
tion getaways, gift baskets, local experiences, 
among other items. There also will be wine and 
craft beer pulls, a lottery, ping pong pick and a 
50/50 raffle. Early bird tickets are $40 until Feb. 
22. After that, the price is $45. Tickets can be pur-
chased at www.educationfoundationberea.org. For 
more information, call foundation executive direc-
tor Andi Whitaker at (216) 898-8270. 

and toothpaste, combs, 
playing cards, socks 
and shampoo. 
 

At Northwestern, San-
ta joined volunteers to 
distribute gifts of blan-
kets to 43 veterans. 
Lady vets also re-
ceived wrapped gifts 
of personal care items 
from Kiwanis. 
 

ñWe are all in this to-
gether in unity,ò 
Springer told the vet-
erans. ñIf I had to go 
to war again, Iôd take 
you all with me.ò 
 

ñWe all served. We all deserved to be treated like 
we served,ò said Springer, an Army veteran of Vi-
etnam. 
 

The Veterans Outreach Office delivered gifts to 
more than 100 veterans during the holiday season. 

The Veterans Outreach Office helped vets at area 
nursing homes and assisted living facilities cele-
brate the holidays in December. 
 

Veterans Outreach Coordinator Willie Springer 
and volunteers brought gifts and music to vets at 
Generations Senior Living Berea, Northwestern 
Health Care, Paramount in Middleburg Heights 
and Rockport Assisted Living in Rocky River. 
 

At Generations, 12 vets were treated to boxed 
lunches from Caf® Ah Roma and gifts of fleece 

blankets created by 
community volun-
teers during the an-
nual blanket-making 
party at the Recrea-
tion Center. Some of 
the blankets were 
created by K-Kids at 
Grindstone Elemen-
tary School. Kiwanis 
provided wrapped 
gift boxes filled with 
personal care items, 
such as toothbrushes 

Berea honors veterans for Christmas 

Chris Kleem, playing a younger 
version of Santa known as Kris 
Kringle, visits with Army veteran 
Mary Burse at the Northwestern 

Health Care Center. 

Bob Lawrence, a World War II 
Army Air Corps veteran, re-
ceives Christmas gifts from Be-
rea Veterans Outreach at Gener-
ations Senior Living Berea. 
Lawrence was a tailgunner on a 
B-24 based in New Guinea. 


