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Newsletter
Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem
The City’s annual budget is a
fluid document. The administration puts together a proposed budget every year and
City Council studies it, asks
questions and ultimately approves the final product. It has
to be approved and filed by
March 31 every year.
Budgets are guidelines. They
have to be flexible in case of
emergencies, unforeseen expenditures and the vagaries of
the marketplace. The pandemic threw some of our projects
off kilter but we’re on our way to getting back to normal.
The budget approved by City Council in March shows
general fund estimated revenues of a bit more than $15
million. These are the general operating funds that keep
the City working. It pays for salaries and makes sure the
police, fire and service departments are ready to go. The
total budget is $86.9 million, which includes the municipal court, capital improvements, medical benefits and the
water system.
Our main issue continues to be the municipal court, which
has been operating at a deficit. Because the court is located in Berea, the City must make up any deficit. In 2020,
the City transferred $190,000 from American Rescue Plan
funds into the court fund. In 2021, the City advanced the
court another $120,000. By law, the court must pay back
that money to the City. The court’s 2022 budget shows a
projected deficit of more than $234,000.
Because the Court serves several other communities,
those cities were billed for their portion of last year’s
shortfall, but in the end, it is up to Berea to make sure the
budget balances. The Finance Director, other administration officials and City Council’s Court Committee are
working with court officials to deal with this ongoing
issue.
The court is an independent entity. It sets its own budget,
makes its own rules. But we are determined that by cooperating with the City, the court’s finances can be better
aligned with the City’s financial projections.
Our goal, as always, is to ensure that taxpayer funds are
managed well and responsibly.

Visit our website

www.cityofberea.org

Pool named for late Dave Tressel
The outdoor Berea Municipal Pool at Coe Lake will be
named in honor of the late Dave Tressel.
Tressel was an award-winning swimmer and swimming
coach for the Berea Recreation Department, for the Berea
Schools and Baldwin Wallace University for many years.
He died on Feb. 11, 2022, at age 70.
Berea Mayor Cyril Kleem and all members of City Council
co-sponsored a resolution renaming the pool as the Dave
Tressel Memorial Pool. Council approved it unanimously
on April 18.
Julie Kadri, Tressel’s daughter, attended the Council meeting and thanked the City for the honor on behalf of the
Tressel family. She said Guy Turner, the Mayor’s assistant,
had contacted her about the proposal to rename the pool. “I
thought what a perfect idea,” she said. “I was blown away.
This is quite an honor.”
Mayor Kleem said, “It is hard to describe Dave. He was
one of a kind and one of the nicest people you could ever
meet. He was always so positive,” even during his illness.
Members of the community and members of Berea Kiwanis, of which Tressel was past president, also paid tribute
to Tressel. Elaine Myers recalled when Tressel told her
about his upcoming bout with cancer. “He told me, ‘The
bad news is I’ve been diagnosed with a really aggressive
form of cancer but the good news is it responds well to
treatment.’ How many people could turn that negative into
a positive,” Myers said.
David Lee Tressel born on March 29, 1951, to Lee and
Eloise Tressel. Lee was the legendary BW football coach
and Eloise was very active in the community, especially
with the Berea Historical Society. Dave often said that
their examples led him to be involved in the community,
too.

He graduated from Berea
High School in 1969 and
earned his bachelor’s degree from BW in 1973
and a master’s degree in
1978. He was a teacher
and coach in the Berea
City Schools until his
retirement in 2008.
Dave served as a member of the Berea Board of Education
and was a trustee of The Education Foundation. He was a
member of the Coe Lake Nature Trail Committee and president of the Baldwin Wallace University Alumni Council.
He was inducted into BW’s Athletic Hall of Fame.
He volunteered as a mentor with Realizing Your Potential –
a program for African-American young men at BereaMidpark High School, and was a member of the Board of
the Berea Historical Society.
He received the Chamber of Commerce’s Grindstone
Award as an outstanding citizen in 2013, carrying on a family legacy. His father received the award in 1980 and his
mother in 1983.
The resolution renaming the pool states in part, “perhaps
his greatest service was to the youth of Berea through his
participation and leadership in the City of Berea Recreation
Department’s Learn to Swim program, where he taught and
coached for over 45 years.”
“Dave Tressel was responsible for teaching thousands of
Berea’s youths how to swim and left an indelible mark on
each and every one of them.”
Mayor Kleem said the City would erect a permanent sign at
the pool as a tribute to Dave with the unveiling to be scheduled this summer. Kadri and her mother, Sharon Tressel,
said they would plan to attend.
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Trash collection is delayed
for Memorial Day

Memorial Day is Monday, May 30. Curbside trash and
recycling collection will be delayed by one day that week.
Those with regular Monday trash pickup will have their
trash picked up on Tuesday; Tuesday will be Wednesday
and so forth throughout the week.
Questions, call Kimble Recycling and Disposal at (800)
201-0005 or visit the web site at kimblecompanies.com.

Sunday Car Shows

5-9 p.m.
May 22 – May 29 – June 5
Municipal Parking Lot Behind City Hall
(No car shows June 12, June 19 or June 26)
Please check Event Calendar in Berean
for Car Show dates

CLE MARKET

4-8 p.m. Wednesday at Coe Lake
May 4
June 1
July 6
Aug. 3
Sept. 7
More than 50 vendors & artisans.
www.cle-market.com
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For sale: City rehabbed house on Jacobs Street
A former rental house on Jacobs Street that the City has
renovated is now on the market. Asking price is $295,00.
The house at 106 Jacob St. is one of five former rentals
donated to the City by developer DiGeronimo Companies
in 2016. The houses were rented to college students and
were in a state of disrepair. DiGeronimo ceded the properties to Berea in exchange for a small parking lot on Front
Street next to Kulas Hall. The developer wanted the parking lot property as part of the construction of the University Marketplace. Cost to the City for the five houses was
zero.
As part of the purchase agreement, any new owners must
sign a deed restriction that the house will be owneroccupied and will not be rented. The house was also made
a part of the Century Home Garden District Homeowners
Association, which was designed to maintain the integrity
of the neighborhood.
There are 28 homes in the Homeowners Association. Rob
Shurell, who lives on Seminary Street and is a member of
the HOA, said “The HOA is he backbone of this area.” He
said more homeowners are joining the HOA, which is in
the heart of the college district, to preserve the singlefamily character of the neighborhood.
Marlene Shurell, president of the HOA, called the area “a
special neighborhood” and thanked Mayor Cyril Kleem
for working with the HOA.
“This has been a long process,” the Mayor said. “This
included a lot of meetings and negotiations. There was a
lot of work to hash out the details.” He especially thanked

Dr. Martin and Lynn Taliak,
the Shurells, Council Member Erika Coble and Development
Director
Matt
Madzy, among others, for
working together to ensure
that the Jacobs Street house
could join the HOA.
The two-story, 2,912-squarefoot house has a detached
garage. The house is listed
on Zillow and will be sold This former rental property at
“as is.” Offers will be re- 106 Jacobs St. has been reCity and is for
viewed by the City. If none of modeled by the
sale.
the offers are acceptable, a
licensed real estate agent will be hired.
Jim Brown, who oversaw the renovations, said the repairs
cost approximately $150,000. “Construction was very
difficult during the pandemic,” he said. “We had supply
chain issues.” He also noted that major renovations were
required to the interior.
Of the five houses acquired from DiGeronimo, one at 115
Seminary has been renovated and sold and one on
Eastland Road was torn down. That property is now a vacant lot. Two other homes at 180 and 190 Beech St. are
yet to be rehabbed but basic repairs have been made.
According to Finance Director Andrea Morris, proceeds
from the sale of the Jacobs Street house will go into the
Neighborhood Capital Improvement Fund and will be
used to fix up one of the remaining properties.

HEALTHY HOUSING TIPS
Inspectors enforce
exterior maintenance code

The purpose of the City’s exterior maintenance code is to
ensure that homes, businesses, lawns and properties are in
good, safe condition. This benefits the property owner, the
neighborhood and the community.
Three exterior maintenance inspectors patrol three designated routes throughout the City year-round. The initial
inspections are by drive-by. In the spring, summer and
fall, they look at grass and general property maintenance,
for example. In the winter, they keep an eye on trash containers and note issues that can be looked at again when
the weather clears. Regardless of the season, inspectors
are busy responding to complaints and making appointments to discuss violations with homeowners. That includes rental properties, too.
If inspectors notice violations or are responding to complaints from neighbors, they first will attempt to make
contact with the property owner in person. If that doesn’t
work, they reach out via telephone, with a letter or a door
tag or by leaving an inspection report at the property.
They will explain the violation and set a timetable for repair.
The key is communication, said Jim Brown, who supervises the Exterior Maintenance Program. “Most cases can be
resolved with a conversation,” he said. “We are not here to
punish people. We want to help. So, we ask property owners to respond and contact us as soon as possible.”
Depending on the violation, homeowners are given up to

The Monthly Berean is published monthly by the City of Berea
and is distributed to residents, organizations and businesses in
Berea.

Mayor Cyril Kleem
Linda G. Kramer, editor
Megan Pochatek, design editor
To submit information, contact:
bereanewsletter@gmail.com or (440) 274-5608
Please submit stories and information
by the 10th of every month.

BEREA ANIMAL RESCUE
FRIENDS
RUMMAGE SALE
9 a.m. – 1 p.m., Sunday, May 15
Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds
Olde Barn Pavilion
Donations can be dropped off
2-6 p.m., May 14
At the Pavilion
NO large furniture or clothes

30 days to comply. Inspectors will return for updates. “We
want to see progress,” Brown said. “Talk to us.”
Violations can run the gamut from unsightly grass and
weeds or peeling paint to hanging gutters and animal
waste. Some violations are safety hazards such as broken
window glass, broken stairs or collapsing awnings or scattered trash and debris. Vehicles parked on the grass also is
a common concern.
If a property owner cannot physically make the repairs or
doesn’t have the financial ability to hire it done, the City
will work with the owner to connect them with resources.
“Neighbors helping neighbors” can sometimes be the solution, Brown said. “If an elderly neighbor cannot cut the
grass or shovel the snow off the sidewalk, it’s great when
a neighbor can step up to help.”
If no attempt is made to mitigate the violations, the case is
turned over to the City Law Department and eventually
the Municipal Court. “That’s the last resort,” Brown said.
“We would much prefer to resolve the situation proactively than end up in court, which is why we urge property
owners to call us.”
Complaints can be filed anonymously. Go to the City’s
web site – cityofberea.org – and click on “Report a Concern.” Complaints also can be called in to Waleska
Fuentes at the Exterior Maintenance Office, (440) 8265800 ext. 4402, (440) 973-4740 or email
wfuentes@cityofberea.org.
Brown can be reached at (440) 826-5800 ext. 1004 or
email jbrown@cityofberea.org.

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY

PLANT SALE

10 a.m. – 7 p.m., May 26-27
10 a.m. – 5 p.m., May 28
American Legion Post 91
91 American Legion Parkway
(off Adams Street)
Gift certificates for Plant Sale can be
purchased prior to sale.
Contact Marianna Peris, (440) 223-6444.
(Possible Mother’s Day gift)
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MEET YOUR POLICE OFFICERS
Spring Commencement is May 7

Graduation ceremonies for students receiving master’s and
bachelor’s degrees will be 2 p.m., Saturday, May 7 in Ursprung Gymnasium, Lou Higgins Recreation Center, 136 E.
Bagley Road. Commencement speaker will be Randall
McShepard, BW ’86, who is vice president of public affairs
and chief talent officer for RPM International Inc.
Other activities on the BW campus in May include:
Music Theatre: Freshman Showcase: 2 p.m., Sunday,
May 1, Mainstage Theatre, Kleist Center for Art & Drama, 95 E. Bagley Rd.
Community Arts School: Men's Chorus Concert ($):
Highlights include music of the late Stephen Sondheim and
a look back at the '60s, featuring timeless hits from Lennon
& McCartney, The Four Tops, Frankie Valli & The Four
Seasons and more! 5 p.m., Sunday, May 1, Gamble Auditorium, Kulas Musical Arts Building, 96 Front St.
Music Theatre: Sondheim Celebration: Juniors present
songs by the man who reinvented the American musical,
Stephen Sondheim. Featuring songs from “Sunday in the
Park With George,” “Sweeney Todd,” “Gypsy,”
“Assassins” and more! 7 p.m., Sunday, May 1, Fynette
Kulas Music Hall, Boesel Musical Arts Center, 49 Seminary St.
Community Arts School: New Horizons Band Concert:
Featuring bands from the BW Community Arts
School New Horizons Program. 7 p.m., Wednesday, May
4, Gamble Auditorium, Kulas Musical Arts Building, 96
Front St.
Community Arts School: New Horizons Orchestra Concert: Featuring the orchestras from the BW Community
Music School New Horizons Program. 7 p.m., Thursday,
May 5, Gamble Auditorium, Kulas Musical Arts Building,
96 Front St.

Summer Camps

Each summer, Baldwin Wallace offers a variety of programs for grade-school students through adults. Camps and
programs with BW faculty and staff as well as select camp
providers encompass the areas of academics, athletics and
music. Details and registration at bw.edu/community/
summer-camps.
All events are free unless indicated with ($). Tickets are
available at bw.edu/tickets unless stated otherwise. For a
complete listing of events, visit bw.edu/events.
NOTE: In-person events are subject to federal, state and
local COVID-19 health mandates; please check bw.edu/
events for any health protocols before attending an event.

Delinquent water, sewer
charges due by June 30

The Berea Water Billing Department reminds homeowners that all delinquent water and sewer charges are due by
June 30, 2022. Unpaid bills will be assessed to 2023 property taxes.
Once the amounts are certified, a penalty of 20 percent
and an interest rate of 18 percent will be added to the unpaid balance. Cuyahoga County will add an administrative fee of up to 2 percent. The total will be reflected on
property tax bills.
Partial payments are accepted year-round but the unpaid
balance must be paid by June 30, 2022.
Payment options include:
 Mail a check to City of Berea, P.O. Box 933359,
Cleveland, OH 44193. Include the remittance stub or
write the account number on the check.
 Place checks in the drop box at City Hall.
 Pay at the Water Billing window in the basement of
City Hall, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday – Friday.
 Pay online through a bank. Please note that it may
take the bank up to 2 weeks to submit the payment to
the City of Berea.
 Pay
online
through
the
City
website
www.CityofBerea.org
For more information, call (440) 891-3308 from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m., Monday – Friday.

The Officers you will meet in this monthly feature worked hard
to get this opportunity to serve you. They continue to work every
day to deserve the honor and responsibility you have given them.

Glen Caddell is one of Berea Police Department’s newest officers.
He grew up in Berea with his parents and two siblings. Glen attended Parknoll Elementary,
Roehm Middle School, and Berea
High School. His dad grew up in
the south before moving to Berea,
where he retired from GM after
many years. His mom however, is
a native of Berea, graduating from
Berea High School in 1968.
Glen’s in-laws are also natives to
Berea, graduating from Berea High School in 1976 and
1977.
After graduation, Glen moved into the trades where he
worked hard as an HVAC tech for several years, before
completing his Apprenticeship program and became a
Journeyman installing floors.
Glen always had it in his heart to become a police officer
and give back to his community, but working in the trades
kept him busy and able to provide well for his family. He
watched as his wife, Mallory, worked hard to pursue her
dream of becoming a nurse. She went on to become a
flight nurse for the Cleveland Clinic and is now a Nurse
Practitioner.
With the love, support and encouragement of his family,
Glen decided that he also needed to follow his dream and
started at the Police Academy at Tri-C in 2011. He knew

Committee to study water rates

Customers of the Berea Water Plant have not seen a rate
hike in 15 years yet the cost of operating the plant has
increased.
Mayor Cyril Kleem has set up a Water Rate Review Committee to take a look at the options.
He said the City delayed looking at water rates because
the North East Ohio Regional Sewer District has increased their rates every year for the past several years.
“We did not want to further burden residents,” he said.
Finance Director Andrea Morris said ideally the water
plant should be self-sufficient. “We have fallen behind
and we need to catch up,” she said.
According to Tony Armagno, the public works director,
the costs of chemicals to treat the water have spiked,
mainly due to supply chain issues and the pandemic.
The last increase in water rates occurred in 2007. Prior to
that, rates were increased in 1986.
City Council President Jim Maxwell named Council
Members Leon Dozier, Ward 1; Chris McManis, Ward 2;
Rick Skoczen, Ward 5; and himself to the Water Rate
Review Committee. The Mayor said the committee would
look at all options.
“Maybe a rate increase is not the answer. Maybe there are
other measures we can take,” he said.
Council members took a tour of the water plant to view
operations.

FIRE DEPARTMENT FACTS

Each quarter, the Berea Fire Department will report to
Berean readers on the number of calls to which firefighter/EMTs have responded.
Responses Year to Date (as of April 8): 735
Mutual Aid Received (other cities responding to Berea
emergencies): 14
Mutual Aid Given (Berea responding to emergencies in
other cities): 28
Training Hours: 214

going back to school later in life wasn’t
going to be easy, but he remained determined, graduating from the academy
in 2012 among the top of his class and
being awarded the Marksmanship
Award.
Glen started his career as a Police Officer with the Cuyahoga Metropolitan
Housing Authority (CMHA) Police
Department in 2013. During his time with CMHA, Glen
served many fulfilling roles, which included patrol officer,
community policing officer, and bike unit officer. The
most fulfilling however was his time served as a K-9 officer with his partner Kuper (who is now enjoying his retirement at home with his family).
Glen enjoys the outdoors, where you will usually find him
hunting or fishing. He and his wife, who also graduated
from Berea High School, currently live in Olmsted Falls.
They have two amazing children who attend BereaMidpark Middle School and Grindstone Elementary. They
enjoy watching their children grow up in the community
where they did and being active in some of the same
things they enjoyed as kids such as football, wrestling,
baseball and softball.
Glen has very strong roots with Berea and couldn’t be
more humbled by being given the opportunity to serve this
amazing community. Glen states that he is honored to
work for the community that he holds dear to his heart and
be part of the greatest Police Department. He looks forward to serving his hometown of Berea and continuing to
form an even stronger bond than he already has with the
community.

At the Library
Teens can enjoy Star Wars trivia

May the Fourth Be with You! Students in grades 6-12 are
invited to a Star Wars trivia program on May 4. This program will be held virtually using Zoom and the trivia website Kahoot! Registration required. The program begins at
7 p.m.
Other programs in May include:

FOR ADULTS

Praxis Fiber Workshop Natural Dye Garden: Transforming Flowers to Fabric - Jessica Pinsky will introduce
Praxis Fiber Workshop, a nonprofit textile arts center in
North Collinwood. Praxis grows half an acre of Japanese
Natural Indigo across 4 vacant lots in Cleveland. They also
engage over 150 volunteers to grow indigo at home to contribute to their naturally fermented indigo vat. Sponsored
by the Friends of Berea branch library. Registration required. 7 p.m., Wednesday, May 11.
Wednesday Afternoon Book Discussion: Join us for a
lively discussion of The Mystery of Mrs. Christie by Marie
Benedict. Books will be available at the check-out desk one
month before the discussion. Registration required. 2 p.m.,
Wednesday, May 25.

FOR CHILDREN

Preschool Lab: Birds (Ages 3-5 with a caregiver):
Learn about all of our feathered friends as we enjoy stories, crafts and hands-on activities. 10:30-11:30 a.m.,
Friday, May 20 .

June Preview:

CCPL’s Summer Reading program celebrating the system’s
100th anniversary will kick off on Saturday, June
4. Gameboards will be available starting at 9 a.m. for the
eager reader. A balloon twister and a magician will be performing around the building between the hours of 2 and 4
p.m. to festively usher in a great summer of reading.
All branches will be closed May 29 and May 30
to observe Memorial Day.
Please contact the Berea Branch Library at (440) 2345475 for the latest information on programs, hours, and
status of services. Registration is required for all programs. Curbside service is available.

Monthly Berean

Page 4

Seven inducted into Berea Schools Alumni Hall of Fame
Four graduates of Berea and Midpark high schools and
three staff members were inducted into the Berea City
School District’s Alumni Hall of Fame in April.

school and college and went on to coach basketball and
golf at Berea High, where was a math teacher. He headed
a task force that introduced computer classes to the school.

Berea High alumni inducted were Keith Berr, ’72; and
Charles Richie ’65. Midpark alums were Craig Adams,
’79; and Tim Conway ’82. Staff members were named
honorary alumni. They were James Gorsline, Leroy
McCreary and Richard Vale, who was inducted posthumously.

“In our lives, we are faced with many decisions and choices,” Gorsline said in his remarks. “I made a choice to
teach math and coach basketball. There wasn’t a day I
didn’t want to come to work.”

Berr, an award-winning photographer, said he has traveled
throughout the world on assignments “but this (Berea) is
home…Without Berea High I never would have experienced what I did in my career.” He said teachers connected him with the resources and schooling he needed to pursue photography. He is the owner and chief photographer
at Keith Berr Productions in Cleveland. His clients include
AT&T, Verizon, Liberty Mutual, Cleveland Clinic, University Hospitals, Republic Steel and Rubbermaid.
Berr said he feels strongly about giving back to the school
and the community, and he has been instrumental in promoting the Berea High School Alumni Association’s campaign to restore and mount the Tree of Knowledge sculpture on the new Berea-Midpark High School building. The
iconic artwork was removed from the original Berea High
when the building was razed in 2020.
Richie is an actor and professor emeritus at Kent State
University, where he was a member of the faculty in the
School of Theatre and Dance. He also credited teachers at
Berea High for fostering his career in theater. He said performing on “the wonderful stage in the old building” gave
him confidence. He played the lead in “Finian’s Rainbow”
and knew what direction his life would take.
“Teachers and students at Berea High, you gave me the
gift of a lifetime – time to be myself,” he said.
Because of health concerns, James Gorsline was unable to
attend the ceremony. His wife, Marge, read his prepared
statement. Gorsline was an outstanding athlete in high

Haney Landscaping to build
garden center

The City has OK’d tax abatement for the construction of a
new facility by Haney Landscaping.
The new 9,777-square-foot building would be located on
Berea Industrial Parkway and would house Haney’s main
offices, warehouse, retail garden center and a landscaping
supply store.
The business opened in 2014 and currently has four employees. With the new facility, an additional five workers
will be hired for a total annual payroll of all employees of
$500,000.
Cost of the new structure is approximately $850,000 with
a total investment of $960,000. Construction should be
completed by late fall or early winter of this year.
City Council approved a 49 percent tax exemption over
10 years for real property improvements for the project.

News from the Pews

(A monthly feature highlighting local religious organizations. Send
items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com by the 10th of the month)

Church women host dinner & ‘treasure’ sale

United Methodist Women are hosting a Cluck & Clutter
Sale from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. on Saturday, May 14 in Wesley Hall of the Berea United Methodist Church, 170 Seminary St. Patrons can shop for “treasures” and enjoy an ala
carte chicken dinner with pasta salad and pie for dine-in or
take-out. Proceeds will benefit UMW missions.

Churches co-sponsor Vacation Bible School

Several Berea churches are collaborating to offer Vacation
Bible School from June 20-24. The Beloved Neighborhood VBS will be based on the legacy of Mr. Rogers and
his iconic PBS television program. VBS is open to children in pre-school through fifth grade and will be offered
at the United Methodist Church of Berea from 9:30 a.m. to
12:15 p.m. For more information or to register, contact
Pastor Carrie Antczak at cantczak@umcb.org.

“Coaching enhanced my love of teaching,” he said. “We
produced outstanding students and athletes.”
Rev. Leroy McCreary is the retired pastor of People’s
Community Church in Berea. He also retired from NASA.
He said there were three reasons induction into the Hall of
Fame meant so much to him.

Inducted into the Berea Schools Alumni Hall of Fame on April 14
were, from the left, Marge Gorsline, on behalf of her husband,
James Gorsline; David Vale, on behalf of his father, Richard Vale;
Craig Adams; Keith Berr; Tim Conway; Charles Richie; and Leroy
McCreary.

The school district staff, on which McCreary still serves
an adviser to Realizing Your Potential – a program for atrisk youth, is No. 1, he said. “I learned so much from these
people – teachers, staff, bus drivers, custodians.”
The Board of Education is also vital. McCreary served for
10 years as a board member; the first Black elected to the
board.

degree in education. He taught science at Berea High and
served as assistant principal at Roehm Junior High and
principal at Central School. He oversaw the construction
of Ford Junior High and then served as its principal. He
retired as principal of Middleburg Heights Junior High.

The community is “awesome,” he said. He graduated from
a small school in Alabama and has no feeling of connection there. “I did not graduate from Berea but to be considered for induction into the Hall of Fame – that’s really
special,” he said.
In the end, he said relationships are most important. “If we
don’t get that right, nothing goes right,” he said.
Richard Vale was a retired teacher and principal in the
Berea Schools. He passed away in 2003. His son, David,
accepted the award on his behalf. David Vale recounted
his father’s career and then conducted a Vale Jeopardy
Challenge to test how much the audience remembered
about his father.
Richard Vale served in the Navy during World War II and
later graduated from Baldwin Wallace University with a

NEWS BRIEFS

Tax renewal heads to November ballot

Berea voters will see a 1.4-mill tax renewal levy on the
Nov. 8 General Election ballot. The tax supports the
City’s water treatment plant and improvements to the water system. If passed, the levy would be collected 20232027 on property taxes. City Council passed a resolution
asking the county fiscal officer to certify the issue for the
ballot and to determine how much the levy would generate.

City assigns second resource officer
to high school

Beginning with the 2022-23 school year, Berea-Midpark
High School will have a second school resource officer;
well, actually three. Police Officer Dennis Bort with K-9
Officer Vader will join Officer Chuck Gute at the school.
The Berea City School District is covering the wages of
the SROs, including Bill Uthe, the SRO at Grindstone
Elementary School, while they are on duty at the schools.

Officers set for dog park

The new tri-city Bark Park in Middleburg Heights will be
managed by one representative from each of the three
communities. Guy Turner of Berea will be president and
will chair the capital improvements and operations committee. Lauren Perko of Middleburg Heights is vice president and will chair the social media committee. Carl Burgio of Brook Park is secretary. He will chair the fundraising committee. The Bark Park is located on Sheldon Road
and should be open later this year.

ARF shelter re-opens to public

The Berea Animal Rescue Shelter is again open to the
public. People looking to adopt a dog or cat are welcome
to visit in person. No appointments are necessary. The
open hours are 3-6 p.m. Fridays and 1-4 p.m. Saturdays.
People can make appointments to meet specific animals
they have seen online. The Shelter is at 10015 E. River
Road, Columbia Station. Call (440) 234-2034 or visit
www.bereaanimalrescue.com.

Adams is a retired dentist who lives in Raleigh, N.C. Conway owns a consulting firm, SCM Technologies Inc.,
which advises business clients. He also volunteers as a
pilot for Angel Flight, which transports children and
adults with emergency medical conditions. Plus, he volunteers as a pilot with Young Eagles Organization, which
gives young people their first rides in an airplane.
The ceremony was at the new Berea-Midpark High School
and included tours of the building and a reception before
the induction in the auditorium.
The school district usually conducts Hall of Fame inductions every year but this ceremony had been delayed for
two years because of the pandemic. Alumni inductees are
chosen by the Berea High and Midpark High Alumni Associations. Staff members are selected by a special school
district staff committee.
To nominate a graduate for the Hall of Fame, go to Berea.k12.oh.us/alumni.

Primary Election is May 3

A statewide primary election will be Tuesday, May 3.
Polls will be open from 6:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Because redistricting maps have not been approved by the
Ohio Supreme Court, races for the Ohio House and Ohio
Senate and state Board of Education will not be on the
May 3 ballot. Those races will appear on a second primary ballot on Aug. 2.
There are no Berea issues on the ballot.
Voters will be asked to decide the Democratic and Republican candidates for other state and county offices who
will face off in the November general election.
State-wide candidates on the May 3 Primary ballot include Democratic and Republican candidates for governor
and lieutenant governor, state attorney general, state auditor, secretary of state, treasurer and U.S. Senator and U.S.
Representative to Congress. Candidates for Chief Justice
of the Ohio Supreme Court and two Supreme Court Justice seats are also on the ballot.
County-wide, candidates are running for county executive. Berea voters will see one candidate for Member of
County Council District 5, which represents our City.
Judgeships on the ballot include 8th District Court of Appeals (five seats), Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court
general division (15 seats), Domestic Relations Court
(three seats) and Juvenile Court (3 seats).
Early voting hours at the Board of Election office, 2925
Euclid Ave., Cleveland, are: 1-5 p.m., Sunday, May 1,
and 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Monday, May 2.
Vote by mail ballots that are mailed from within the U.S.
must be signed and mailed by 12:01 a.m. on May 3 and
received by May 13.
For questions about your ballot or voting location, contact
the Board of Elections at (216) 443-8683 or go to
boe.cuyahogacounty.gov.

Monthly Berean
Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities and resources for
military veterans. Submit items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com.
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Veterans Outreach
honors social workers

Military dates to remember in May

May 8, 1945: Victory in Europe Day, marking the surrender of all German forces.
May 13, 1908: Navy Nurse Corps established.
May 15, 1942: Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps established.
May 15: Peace Officers Memorial Day.
May 21: Armed Forces Day.
May 21, 1881: American Red Cross founded.
May 30: Memorial Day.

Army vet wins raffle basket

Lady vets honored at open house

March was National Social Worker/Counselor Appreciation Month. To show veterans’ gratitude, Chaplain Willie
Springer of the Berea Veterans Outreach Office presented
40 gift bags to social workers and counselors at Southwest
General Health Center. Bill Young, CEO of Southwest,
(far left in second row) attended the presentation. The Veterans Outreach Office and Southwest General regularly
collaborate to better serve those in the health care field.
Special thanks to Sara Brooks, executive assistant to the
CEO, for organizing the presentation.

Guardians offer discount tickets for veterans

Community Memorial Day
Service
& Empty Chair Ceremony

The winner of the March raffle basket was Army veteran
Joe Hines. The March raffle was a Reflections print of the
Vietnam Wall by Lee Teter. The Veterans Outreach Office offers raffle baskets or prizes for veterans. Be sure to
contact the Office at (440) 973-4567 with your name,
branch of service and contact information to be entered in
the drawing.
To celebrate Women Veterans Day, the Medina Veterans
Hall is hosting an open house for women veterans and
their families on June 12. The open house begins at 1:30
p.m. Lunch is provided. The Medina Veterans Hall is at
620 N. Broadway in Medina.
The Cleveland Guardians are offering game day discounts
to current and former military, first responders, police and
government personnel through GovX. Discounts are good
on home game ticket prices. Go to GovX.com.

Commissary privileges expanded for vets

Commissary shopping privileges have been expanded to
include:
 Veterans with any VA-documented service-connected
disability.
 Purple Heart recipients.
 Former prisoners of war.
 Individuals who are designated as primary caregivers
to eligible veterans.
To shop online or in person at a military commissary, veterans must have a Veteran Health Identification Card that
designates the veteran as Service Connected, Purple Heart,
Medal of Honor or Former POW.

(Empty Chair Ceremony to represent the
absence of the missing and fallen)

Hosted by:
The Veterans Outreach Office
&
The City of Berea
Monday, May 30, 2022
Coe Lake Gazebo
10:30 a.m. -Noon
*******************************
10:30-11 a.m. Memorial Service
11 a.m. -Noon: Concert Performed by:
Gospel Music Historical Society
Performance Group: Still Under Construction
Readings, Music & Fellowship
For more information contact

Chaplain Willie Springer, Veterans Outreach
(440) 973-4567 or wspringer@cityofberea.org

SEE DATES AND LOCATIONS FOR MAY & JUNE

Meeting once a month:

Saturday, May 7, 2022 from 10-Noon
Berea Recreation Center (451 Front Street)
Senior Room
Saturday, June 4, 2022 from 10-Noon
Pavilion at Coe Lake Park
We will continue to maintain social
distance.
RSVP: Veterans Outreach
440-973-4567
A place for Veterans to connect

NEW EXHIBIT
BEREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

“Rails Through Berea”

Opening reception
2-4 p.m., Sunday, May 15
Presentation on Berea Rails at 2:30 p.m.
Mahler Museum & History Center
118 E. Bridge St.
(440) 243-2541
bereahistory@att.net | bereahistoricalsociety.org

Berea Community Outreach Pantry, 535 Wyleswood
Drive, (440) 826-4891, nguzzo@cityofberea.org. Drive-up
service only. Open 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursdays.
SCAN Hunger Center Pantry, 398 W. Bagley Road,
Williamsport Plaza, (440) 260-7226. Open 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. on the second Friday of the month and 4-7 p.m. on
the fourth Friday.
People’s Community Church pantry, 628 Wesley
Drive, (440) 234-0609. Open 10 a.m. to noon on the third
Saturday of the month.

Veterans Coffee Club
With Chaplain Willie

Veterans Outreach Coordinator, City of Berea
*******************************

Food pantries and
meal distribution

SCHOOL NEWS

Polaris bakery student takes regional honors

Emani Howell of Berea-Midpark High School won gold
at the Family, Career & Community Leaders of America
regional culinary competition at Tri-C in April. She will
go to the state contest. Emani is enrolled in the Baking &
Pastry Arts program at Polaris Career Center. She won
gold in Product Development by creating a dairy smoothie with an original formula, testing the product through
focus groups and developing a marketing strategy.

Polaris names outstanding seniors

Ian Taylor, a senior at Berea-Midpark High School, has
been named the outstanding senior in the Engineering
program and is one of three Outstanding Senior Students
of the Year at Polaris Career Center. Ian is enrolled in the
Polaris satellite program at BMHS. He is a member of
National Honor Society and National Technical Honor
Society and is captain of the cross country team. He plans
to attend the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy in Kings
Point, N.Y.

School district again recognized
for music education

The Berea City School District has again been honored
with the Best Communities for Music Education designation from the NAMM Foundation. The district has received the award every year for the past 20 years. The
designation is awarded to districts that demonstrate outstanding achievement in efforts to provide music access
and education to all students.

Second Mile Outreach Pantry, 1480 Bagley Road, (440)
239-0549. Open noon to 2 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday.
Bread Ministry, Berea United Methodist Church, 170
Seminary St., (440) 234-3525. Bread and pastries only.
Noon – 2 p.m., Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday. Go
to church addition on north side of church off Seminary.
Pantry is through double brown doors.
Rise in Love, free hot meal on the third Sunday of the
month, 2-4 p.m., Keller Center, St. Adalbert Catholic
Church, 66 Adalbert St., Eat-in or Carry-Out. Next meal is
May 15.
Free Community Meals. St. Paul Lutheran Church, 276
E. Bagley Road, served twice a month, 5-6 p.m., on the
second Wednesday and last Wednesday of the month.
Drive-up only. Next meals are May 11 and May 25.
Pet Food Pantry, Animal Rescue Friends, 10015 E. River
Road, Columbia Station, 10 a.m. to noon every Sunday.
Contact (440) 234-2034 or arfpetpantry@gmail.com for
more information.
Mobile Food Pantry. Brook Park Branch, Cuyahoga
County Public Library System, 6155 Engle Road, 2-4
p.m., Wednesday, May 25. First-come, first-served while
supplies last. In collaboration with the Greater Cleveland
Food Bank.
There also are Little Free Pantries located near People’s
Community Church and the Berea Branch Library. The
Prospect Pantry is at the corner of Prospect Street and
Jacqueline Drive. St. Paul Lutheran Church has a food
donation box located near the side door. Non-perishable
items only please.

Community Events
May 2: Berea City Council Meeting. 7:30 p.m. in Council Chambers, Berea City Hall, 11 Berea Commons.
May 3: Primary Election. Polls open 6:30 a.m. to 7:30
p.m.
May 4: CLE Market. 4-8 p.m., Coe Lake Park.
May 7: Rock the Pavement. Outdoor Zumba to benefit
Ukraine relief efforts. 9:30-11 a.m. in the LifeWorks parking lot. $10 donation. Register at LifeWorks or call (440)
816-4202 by May 6. Co-hosted by LifeWorks and Polaris
Career Center.
May 7: Veterans Coffee Club. 10 a.m. to noon, Berea
Recreation Center, 451 Front St. RSVP Veterans Outreach
Office, (440) 973-4567.
May 7: Spring Commencement, Baldwin Wallace University, 2 p.m., Ursprung Gymnasium.
May 8: MOTHER’S DAY
May 8: Southwest Community Chorus Concert. Awaken the Music, 3 p.m., United Methodist Church of Berea,
170 Seminary St. $15 at the door, $12.50 pre-sale. For
tickets, call (440) 582-0522.
May 9: Berea Animal Rescue Friends Volunteer Orientation. 7 p.m., Berea Branch Library. Opportunities
include dog walking, companionship with cats, fundraising, fostering, recycling, welcome desk and other volunteer tasks.
May 11: Community Meal. 5-6 p.m., St. Paul Lutheran
Church, 276 E. Bagley Road. Free. Drive-up only.
May 11: Polaris Career Center Open House for
Adults. 5-7 p.m. Explore 14 programs from automotive
service technician to welding. Call (440) 891-7667 or
email tliska@polaris.edu for more information.
May 12: Berea Garden Club. 7 p.m., Berea Branch Library. Nicole Akin, manager of training & education for
Petitti Garden Centers, will present “What’s New for
2022.”
May 14: Promise Run. 10k run, 5k run & 1-mile fun
walk to benefit Ohio Guidestone. Step off at 9 a.m. at
Wallace Lake. Register at OhioGuidestone.org/PromiseRun.
May 15: Berea Animal Rescue Friends Rummage Sale.
9 a.m. – 1 p.m., Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds, Olde Barn
Pavilion. Donations can be dropped off 2-6 p.m. May 14
at the Pavilion.
May 15: Berea Historical Society. New exhibit “Rails
Through Berea.” 2-4 p.m. Short presentation at 2:30 p.m.
May 15: Rise in Love hot meal distribution. 2-4 p.m.,
St. Adalbert Catholic Church, Keller Center, 66 Adalbert

St. Free. Dine-in or carry out.

City of Berea
11 Berea Commons
Berea, Ohio 44017

May 16: Berea City Council Meeting. 7:30 p.m. in
Council Chambers, Berea City Hall, 11 Berea Commons.
May 18: Millstream Quilters. 1-3 p.m., Berea Branch
Library. Meets on the third Wednesday of every month.
Call President Sue Wallick, (216) 256-5425 for further
information.

PRESORTED STANDARD
U.S. PAID
BEREA, OH
PERMIT #333
ECRWSS

POSTAL PATRON
(440) 826-5800

www.cityofberea.org

May 19: Senior Scholarship Award Night. BereaMidpark High School, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
May 21: Armed Forces Day
May 22: Berea Historical Society Spring Luncheon.
Noon. Mahler Museum & History Center, 118 E, Bridge
St. Program: The History of Berea High presented by
Gary Croy. Call (440) 243-2541 for reservations.
May 22: Car Show. 5-9 p.m., Municipal Parking Lot behind City Hall.
May 25: Community Meal. 5-6 p.m., St. Paul Lutheran
Church, 276 E. Bagley Road. Free. Drive-up only
May 25: Berea Historical Society. John D. Rockefeller –
Myth vs. Facts presented by Dan Ruminski, Cleveland
storyteller. 7 p.m.
May 26: Berea-Midpark High School Commencement.
6-8 p.m. on the front lawn of the school.
May 26-28: American Legion Auxiliary Plant Sale. 10
a.m. – 7 p.m., May 26-27; 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., May 28.
American Legion Post 91 near the garage, 91 American
Legion Parkway, off Adams Street.
May 27: Berea Republican Women’s Club. Noon, Berea Depot, 30 Depot St.
May 28: American Legion Post 91 will place American
flags on veterans’ graves at Woodvale Cemetery, 10 a.m.
Rain date is Sunday, May 29.
May 29: Car Show. 5-9 p.m., Municipal Parking Lot behind City Hall.
May 30: MEMORIAL DAY
May 30: Community Memorial Day Service. 10:30-11
a.m., Memorial Service & Empty Chair Ceremony. 11
a.m. – Noon, Concert by the Gospel Music Historical Society. Gazebo at Coe Lake.
May 30: American Legion Post 91 Memorial Day service at Adams Street Cemetery, 8 a.m.; service at
Woodvale Cemetery, 9 a.m., with rifle salute to honor
Medal of Honor recipient Albert E. Baesel.
June 1: CLE Market. 4-8 p.m. Coe Lake Park.
June 4: Veterans Coffee Club. 10 a.m. to noon, Pavilion
at Coe Lake. RSVP Veterans Outreach Office, (440) 9734567.

The Community Aktion Club
Needs You!
June 4, 2022
2 - 6 p.m.

Kiwanis Pavilion
at Coe Lake Park
Come learn about the club!
The Aktion Club is park of the Kiwanis family and is the
ONLY service club for adults with disabilities.
Come meet the members and get an idea of what we do.
We volunteer in the surrounding communities to help
where we can.
Visit us on Facebook- Community Aktion Club
Website: communityaktionclu.wixsite.com/aktion
Email: communityaktionclub@gmail.com

THANK YOU TO OUR
2022 LIVE AT THE LAKE
EVENT SPONSORS

Taylor witnessed first‐hand the debilita ng eﬀects that leuke‐
mia, lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease and myeloma can have on
those who suﬀer from these blood cancers. Her dear friend lost
his fight and NOW Taylor is con nuing to fight for others aﬀect‐
ed by cancer.
To make a dona on: visit h ps://pages.lls.org/mway/noh/cleww/
twiklinsi or mail check made out to The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
by May 20, 2022. (Please write “MWOY Taylor Wiklinski” in the memo.
Mail checks to 4489 Homestead Dr., Brunswick, OH 44212.

