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Center Street bridge demolition to begin in January

Once again Berea has been
named one of the safest towns
in America.

The West Center Street Bridge over the Metroparks
will be demolished beginning in January 2022.

Earlier this year, Safewise
ranked Berea as the No. 13
safest town in Ohio and ranked
our City as the No. 6 ranked
safest college town in the country. Premium Schools has Berea ranked at No. 10.

Located next to Giant Eagle by Henry Street, the
bridge was closed to all pedestrian and vehicular traffic in 2017 when the Ohio Department of Transportation advised the City to close and partially demolish
it. The bridge has continued to deteriorate.

These are national statistics
based on the number of violent crimes and property
crimes per 1,000 population.
A great deal of the credit goes to the Berea Police,
especially the Community Engagement Unit, which
has been working with residents, Baldwin Wallace
University officials and students to keep the campus
as safe as possible.
Last year, BW began a Jacket Escort Service to ensure that students could walk across campus safely.
The program is a collaboration between the university and Berea Police. Volunteers now escort students
and faculty during evening hours upon request.
Many of the volunteers are student athletes.
The name Jacket Escorts comes from the BW Yellow Jacket athletic teams. Escorts are trained by Berea Police and BW security.
The City’s Housing and Code Enforcement staff also
have played a major role in keeping incidents to a
minimum. They have weekly contact with students
and landlords to make sure City regulations are followed and that student rental housing does not negatively impact nearby neighbors.
The City will continue to work closely, not only
with BW, but with other civic organizations and the
Berea Schools so that Berea can remain one of the
safest cities in America.

BEREA KIWANIS INVITES
YOU TO THE 66TH ANNUAL

PANCAKE & SAUSAGE
FESTIVAL

SUNDAY, DEC. 12, 2021
8 AM - 1 PM
BALDWIN-WALLACE
UNIVERSITY STUDENT UNION
This is all-you-can-eat for only $8
Kids 5 and under eat free!
Enjoy music by Marlynda & Dave Millen
Pictures with Santa & crafts for kids!

The project should be complete by the spring.

Traffic studies indicated that the bridge was not a
major access route to the Parkway Shops or Giant
Eagle, which abuts the bridgeway. Giant Eagle officials said deliveries are made through a sally port off
West Bridge Street. The City did look into grants for
repairing or replacing the bridge but the cost was too
high and the bridge was deemed ineligible for funding.
Demolition costs are expected to be $350,000.
Director of Public Works Tony Armagno said sanitary sewer lines under the bridge will be relocated.
The City has signed an agreement with the Cleveland
Metroparks to use a portion of the parks’ property in
the Mill Stream Run Reservation so crews can begin

The West Center Street bridge over the Metroparks will be
torn down, beginning in January.

the demolition by removing the pavement on West
Center Street. A new sidewalk on Henry Street also
will be installed.
Armagno said a portion of Valley Parkway in the
Metroparks under the bridge will be closed to traffic
for about 21 days in February and March so that demolition can be completed.
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Trash collection is not
delayed for holidays

Because Christmas is on Saturday, Dec. 25 and New
Year’s Day is on Saturday, Jan. 1, 2022, curbside
trash and recycling collection will not be delayed
during those weeks. Kimble will continue to collect
trash and recycling on its usual Monday-Friday
schedule.
Questions, call Kimble Recycling and Disposal at
(800) 201-0005 or visit the web site at kimblecompanies.com.

Food pantries
and meal distribution
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Symphony orchestra moves to Berea
Symphony West Orchestra, with 60 musicians from
throughout northeast Ohio, has found a new home in
Berea.
Founded in North Olmsted in 1963, Symphony West
will perform its holiday concert, Celebrating Together,
at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 10 at St. Adalbert
Church’s Keller Center.
Because of the pandemic, the group has not performed
together in two years, so rehearsals at the Keller Center
began once COVID restrictions eased.
“We’re a totally volunteer orchestra,” said Sherry Guerra, who has degree in music from Baldwin Wallace
University. A cellist, Guerra said the orchestra gives
her an opportunity to perform, because “I never really
got a chance to use my music degree.”

Berea Community Outreach Pantry, 535 Wyleswood Drive, (440) 826-4891, nguzzo@cityofberea.org.
Drive-up service only. Open 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Thursdays.

Ruth Lange, president of the orchestra board, said performers are a mixture of professionals, nonprofessionals and “learners.” “We do this because we
love music,” said Lange, who plays the flute.

SCAN Hunger Center Pantry, 398 W. Bagley Road,
Williamsport Plaza, (440) 260-7226. Holiday hours
are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Dec. 10 & 4-7 p.m. on Dec. 17.

Violinist Tracey Polgar said the repertoire for the holiday concert will combine traditional favorites such as
“Sleigh Ride” by Leroy Anderson with selections from
the Nutcracker Suite. The orchestra is partnering with
North Pointe Ballet for Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairies and Waltz of Flowers as well as other selections
from Nutcracker.

People’s Community Church pantry, 628 Wesley
Drive, (440) 234-0609. Open 10 a.m. to noon on the
third Saturday of the month.
Second Mile Outreach Pantry, 1480 Bagley Road,
(440) 239-0549. Open noon to 2 p.m. on Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.
Rise in Love, free hot meal on the third Sunday of the
month, 2-4 p.m., Keller Center, St. Adalbert Catholic
Church, 66 Adalbert St., drive-up only. Next meal is
Dec. 19.
Free Community Meal. St. Paul Lutheran Church,
276 E. Bagley Road, served once a month, 5-6 p.m., on
the last Wednesday of the month. Drive-up only. Next
meal is Dec. 29.
Pet Food Pantry, Animal Rescue Friends, 10015 E.
River Road, Columbia Station, 10 a.m. to noon every
Sunday. Contact (440) 234-2034 or arfpetpantry@gmail.com for more information.
Mobile Food Pantry. Brook Park Branch, Cuyahoga
County Public Library System, 6155 Engle Road, 10
a.m. to noon, Wednesday, Dec. 15. First-come, firstserved while supplies last. In collaboration with the
Greater Cleveland Food Bank.
There also are Little Free Pantries located near People’s Community Church and the Berea Branch Library. The Prospect Pantry is at the corner of Prospect
Street and Jacqueline Drive. St. Paul Lutheran Church
has a food donation box located near the side door.
Non-perishable items only please.

The Monthly Berean is published monthly by the City of Berea
and is distributed to residents, organizations and businesses in
Berea.

Mayor Cyril Kleem
Linda G. Kramer, editor
Megan Pochatek, design editor
To submit information, contact:
bereanewsletter@gmail.com or (440) 274-5608
Please submit stories and information
by the 10th of every month.

North Pointe Ballet is part of Baldwin Wallace University’s Community Music Program based at Helwig
Whistlestop. It, too, is a mix of professional dancers
and students.
Polgar said the ballet will perform on the Keller Center
stage while the orchestra will be seated just below.

ELECTION RESULTS

Jacob Campbell leads the Symphony West Orchestra in
rehearsal at the Keller Center of St. Adalbert Church. The
holiday concert is set for Dec. 10.

Symphony West is led by first-year conductor Jacob
Campbell, who is a graduate of Jacksonville University
in Florida and Cleveland State University. As a violinist and violist, he has performed with the Cleveland
Philharmonic Orchestra, Firelands Symphony Orchestra and the Venice Symphony.
You can catch the North Pointe Ballet’s full production
of the Nutcracker on Dec. 3-5 at the Lorain Palace Theatre and Dec. 17 and Dec. 19 at Near West Theatre. For
times and tickets, go to northpointeballet.org.
Symphony West Orchestra tickets are $10 for adults
and seniors, $5 for college and high school students.
There is no charge for students in 8th grade or younger.
For tickets, go to www.symphonywest.org or tickets
are available at the door.
Keller Center is at 66 Adalbert St. It is wheelchair accessible.
Concerts also are planned for March and May.

News from the Pews

The General Election on Tuesday, Nov. 2 resulted in
the passage of both Berea issues on the ballot plus
some new faces for Berea City Council and the Berea Board of Education.

(A monthly feature highlighting local religious organizations. Send
items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com by the 10th of the month)

Voter turnout in Berea was 29 percent, which was
above the county-wide turnout of 26 percent.

Christian Women in Action Ministries Inc. will conduct a special Tribute Memorial Celebration of Life
Service on Saturday, Dec. 11. The service will honor
Elder Deborah Hayes and Evangelist Deborah Davidson. Doors open at 9:30 a.m. at Reinberger Chapel
on the grounds of Ohio Guidestone, 202 E. Bagley
Road. Access to the parking lot is off Tressel Street.
Minister Marsha E. Davidson, president of Christian
Women in Action, will officiate. Masks are required.
RSVP to cwaction@aol.com.

Issue 3: A 4.1-mill renewal operating levy for the
City of Berea. The levy generates about $427,861 a
year and costs $24.30 a year for the owner of a home
valued at $100,000. The levy pays for general services, police and fire, snow removal and leaf collection. FOR THE LEVY 2,536 (70.48 percent) –
AGAINST THE LEVY 1,062 (29.52 percent)
Issue 4: A proposed charter amendment that adds
gender inclusive language to the preamble of the
Berea City Charter. “Whenever in the Charter the
male gender pronoun is used, it is understood that it
reflects and includes all gender pronouns.” YES
2,442 (70.56 percent) – NO 1,018 (29.42 percent)
Berea City Council:
City Council President – Jim Maxwell
Council at large – Mary Brown and Gene Zacharyasz
Ward 1 – Leon Dozier
Ward 2 – Chris McManis
Ward 3 – Lisa Weaver
Ward 4 – Erika Coble
Ward 5 – Rick Skoczen
Berea Board of Education:
Ana Chapman, Heather Zirke and Richard Mack.
Council members and Board of Education members
will be sworn into office in January.

Christian Women in Action
plans memorial service

St. Thomas plans craft fair

St. Thomas Episcopal Church, 50 E. Bagley Road, will
host a Soup, Cookie and Craft Fair from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 11. Patrons are advised to park
in the back of the church.

St. Adalbert’s prepares
for 150th anniversary

St. Adalbert Catholic Church, the first Polish church in
Ohio, is planning its sesquicentennial in 2023 with a
series of community events. The first will be a traditional Polish dinner on Saturday, Dec. 11 in the Keller
Center of the church, 66 Adalbert St. A social hour will
begin at 5:30 p.m. with complimentary beer and wine
followed by dinner at 6:30 p.m. There will be a 50/50
raffle and presentation on the history of the church.
Memorabilia will be on display. Tickets are $25 for
adults and $15 for children 3-12. There is no charge for
children 2 and younger. Tables for eight can be reserved at a discount. Tickets are on sale now after all
weekend Masses or at the parish rectory. For more information, call (440) 234-6830.
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Citizens Academy is a walk on the wild side
(Part 3 of a 3-part series)
The nine-week Citizens Police Academy was a chance
to walk in the shoes of Berea police officers – and a
glimpse into what can sometimes be scary and heartpounding situations.
Classroom sessions were interspersed with demonstrations of tasers, for example, and the realization that the
effect lasts mere seconds. The class met K-9 Officer
Vader and his handler Officer Dennis Bort, who put the
dog through his paces including a simulated attack. Sgt.
Rich Butler explained the Southwest Enforcement Bureau and how SWAT works. John Kilkenny shared a
power point on the Police Auxiliary. School Resource
Officer Chuck Gute gave a tour of the seven sections
that make up Berea-Midpark High School. He has to
keep his eyes on 1,800 students and 200 staff members.
When they all go to lunch at the same time, “it’s chaos,” he said.
Sgt. Luke Napaver talked about the Detective Bureau,
how evidence is gathered and stored. Berea Police filed
1,461 incident reports in 2020. So far, in 2021, they
have filed 1,100. Those range from theft to fraud to
domestic violence.
Reality checks came full force with simulated building
searches at Smith School. Academy members were
“armed” with plastic guns and taught how to search
rooms for active shooters. “You have to work the angles in the building,” Sgt. Pat Greenhill instructed.
Keeping yourself close to
a wall with minimum exposure into the hallway
can save your life, he said.
You enter a room with a
team of three – one to
open the door, one to enter with weapon ready and
one to stand guard.

Sgt. Luke Napaver demonstrates
how to take fingerprints.

The adrenaline got pumping during the simulated
vehicle stops. “You don’t
know who you are stopping,” Sgt. Ean Esposito
said. “Treat each stop
with caution.”

Fire department looking
for CERT volunteers

The Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) has been dormant because of the pandemic,
but the Berea Fire Department is looking for volunteers to beef up its ranks.
Fire Lt. Pat McCarthy, who heads the team, said
CERT was developed in 1985 by a California fire
department in response to fires and earthquakes. The
Federal Emergency Management Agency co-opted
the plan after 9/11 to provide local fire departments
assistance in emergencies.
To be accepted into a CERT, residents must pass a
20-hour course and a written exam taught by Southwest General Health Center. Classes include fire
suppression, search and rescue, medical triage,
HAZMAT, disaster psychology and terrorism.
In the past, CERT members have been used at large
outdoor events, such as concerts and festivals, for
crowd and traffic control. They also can assist after
storms to guard downed wires and to warm drivers
away from flooded areas.
There is no age range and no previous training is
necessary. Training will begin in early 2022.
If interested, contact Lt. McCarthy at pmccarthy@cityofberea.org or call (440) 826-5880.

There are only two categories of vehicle stops – unknown risk and high risk, he said. One scenario had two
classmates approach a stopped vehicle – one on the driver’s side, one on the passenger side to check the interior.
The driver (a disguised Officer Nick Huskins) was
standing in front of the car. The students failed to notice
shell casings on the ground. Turns out Huskins had a
gun shoved into his waistband. Attention to detail is a
must.
A field trip to the Public Safety Training Center at
Cuyahoga Community College in Parma introduced the
class to Virtra V-300 – an artificial intelligence driven,
360-degree simulation of various potentially dangerous
situations. This was a test of use of force decisionmaking. When do you use that weapon? Often, police
have mere split seconds to react.
Class members were ushered into the simulation room
one-by-one, where Patricia Lane, associate commander
of the Basic Academy, operated the controls. Students
were issued Glock sidearms, reconfigured with laser
beams.
One scenario involved a homeless man camped out at a
warehouse. The owner wants him removed. When the
guy reaches into his backpack, is he grasping a gun? No,
it’s a flashlight. Best outcome, talk him into a shelter
and some assistance from social service agencies.
Next up, intruder in a vacant building. The door is open
but no one is in sight. Suddenly, a man emerges, his left
arm raised but his right is by his side. He is asked to
show both hands. He does. That right hand points a gun
at you. You fire. He drops to the ground, most likely
dead. The reaction time was in micro-seconds.
Two situations. Two different outcomes. The result can
mean harm to a police officer or to a civilian.
Lt. Aaron Krouse and Huskins tell the class that so far in
2021, 344 officers have died in the line of duty nationwide, keeping in mind that some of those deaths are due
to COVID. A national movement called Below 100 aims
to keep officer deaths below 100 a year. The last time
that happened was in 1943 when 94 officers were killed
in the line of duty.

Graduates of the first Citizens Police Academy pose with instructor Officer Nick Huskins, left, Mayor Cyril Kleem, third from left,
and instructor Lt. Aaron Krouse, second from right.

The mantra of Below 100 is “Wear your seatbelt, wear
your (bullet-proof) vest, watch your speed, remember
WIN (What’s Important Now?) and complacency
kills.”
For Pamela Tomososki, the Citizens Academy put police work in perspective for her. “It makes you think,”
she said.John Kickham’s son was a police officer in
Arizona for 25 years. “It’s a thankless job,” he said. He
called the Academy “incredible. You never realize how
difficult that job is in so many different ways.”
Russell Wancata said the Academy was educational
and thought-provoking. “I’ve always had a great deal of
respect for police but now I have it much more deeply,”
he said.
Krouse said the purpose of the class was to let residents
know what life is like for a police officer, the training
involved and the day-to-day circumstances under which
they operate. “Now hopefully you will go out in the
community and tell your friends and neighbors,” he
said.
Academy graduates received certificates from Mayor
Cyril Kleem and celebratory slices of date and nut cake
from Dick’s Bakery.
Citizens Police Academy graduates included Steven
Griffin, John Kickham, Linda Kramer, Brian Peabody,
James Sacco, Chris Scott, Margaret Steinheiser, Pamela
Tomososki, Indira Van Tassel ad Russell Wancata.
Huskins said the next class will be offered in the fall
2022.

MEET YOUR POLICE OFFICERS
The Officers you will meet in this monthly feature worked hard
to get this opportunity to serve you. They continue to work every
day to deserve the honor and responsibility you have given them.

Auxiliary Police Officer John Kilkenny was born in Lyndhurst and
graduated from North Olmsted High
School in 1983.
Straight out of high school he began
working for the West Shore Cable
Co. full-time. He transitioned
through five different cable companies during his 36-year career, workJohn Kilkenny
ing in the production department,
warehouse, as a service tech, maintenance technician,
trainer and line tech supervisor prior to retiring in the
spring of 2021.
He joined the North Olmsted Police Department as a
part time Auxiliary Police Officer in 1985. He worked
there until 1990 when he and his wife, Cindy, moved to
Berea. John joined the Berea Police Department in
1991 as a part-time Auxiliary Police Officer.

The City of Berea Auxiliary Unit is
currently made up of four additional
dedicated officers. The Auxiliary
Officers augment the patrol division
by assisting with routine patrol, parking complaints, animal calls, business
checks, vacation checks, lock-outs,
foot patrols at city parks, schools and
playgrounds as well as traffic and
security at special events. John has been the Auxiliary
Officer in Charge since 2000. John is currently a fulltime Auxiliary Officer working day shift.
John and Cindy raised three children in Berea and love
the community and all of the conveniences of local
shopping, the airport, downtown Cleveland and the
Cleveland Metroparks. John has always enjoyed being
able to help people and do whatever he can to assist the
patrol officers and continue to help make the city a safe
community.
John enjoys playing guitar, his Irish heritage and spending time around the lake with his dogs, family and
friends.

SCAN Pantry hours change for December
The holiday hours for the SCAN Hunger Pantry will be 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 10 and 4-7 p.m. on Friday,
Dec. 17.
Regular pantry hours will resume in January. The pantry’s

usual hours are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on the second Friday of
the month and 4-7 p.m. on the fourth Friday.
SCAN Pantry is located at 398 W. Bagley Road, Suite 7
in the Williamsport Plaza.
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Church Street Ministries’ name gets a makeover
Church Street Ministries is getting a new name.
For now, the non-profit thrift shop and pantry is known
as Church Street Ministries doing business as Second
Mile Outreach. The web site remains churchstreetministries.org but is transitioning to secondmileoutreach.org.
“It better reflects who we are,” said Katie Barick, the
executive director.
Founded by Frannie Millward in 1986 out of the Berea
Congregational Church on Church Street, Church Street
Ministries evolved into the Second Mile Shop, which
features used furniture, clothing and accessories, and a
food pantry.
Neither the church nor Church Street Ministries is on
Church Street any longer. The church merged with St.
Andrew’s Presbyterian church to become Christ United, and Church Street Ministries moved to its present
home at 1480 W. Bagley Road.
“Outreach has been the best of what we do,” Barick
said. “We provide for people in need.”
The Second Mile Shop is stocked with donated furniture, clothing, books, artwork and tchotchkes. Clients
include the general public and people who need a helping hand. The pantry buys food from the Cleveland
Food Bank. In 2020, the pantry served 235,500 meals
to 19,625 people.
Barick said Second Mile also has a special program for
veterans in need. Men and women veterans receive gift
bags filled with basic supplies, such as toilet paper,
paper towels, hand soap, tissues and toothpaste. Vets
receive furniture, clothing and other supplies as needed.
In 2021, “the need is still higher than normal,” Barick
said.
Christmas is an especially hard time for some folks, she
said. Second Mile Outreach makes a point of giving
gifts to the children of clients.
Justin Woost, the pantry director, recalled one mother
who did not come to the facility for help one year. Her
children did not receive any gifts that Christmas because the woman could not afford any,
She told Woost later that her young son had asked her,
“Why doesn’t Santa like me?”
The next Christmas, she did come to Second Mile for
assistance and her two children received two gifts each,

Justin Woost and Katie Barick get Second Mile Outreach ready
for the holiday season.

Woost said.
“You turned my life around,” the woman told Woost,
“and now my son believes in Santa.”
Woost said he hears heart-breaking stories like this all
the time. “These people don’t want to be here,” he said.
“We have clients who were laid off and have never
been to a pantry before. They are embarrassed and
sad.”
“We are all one tragedy away from being in those situations,” Barick said. “We want to make sure our clients
keep their dignity.”
For the holidays, Second Mile Outreach is looking for
donations of unwrapped toys for children of all ages
and gift cards for adults. Food donations can include
ravioli, mac and cheese, peanut butter and jelly and
turkeys. Cash donations enable Second Mile Outreach
to purchase items from the Cleveland Food Bank.
On Dec. 18, Luna Marketing, Cornerstone Brewery and
Mike’s Bar & Grille are again hosting the Holiday Hop.
Tickets are sold out for that event, which asks patrons
to donate toys and food items as they travel from business to business for drinks and appetizers. All proceeds
go to Second Mile Outreach.
Berea Community Outreach, American Legion Post 91
and St. Mary Catholic Church also contribute toys and
food items.
The Second Mile Outreach Pantry is open noon to 2
p.m. on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. The thrift
store is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Thursday and Saturday. Drop off donations during business hours. Call
(440) 239-0549.

StoryWalk® shows how to be thankful
With the holidays here, the Berea Branch Library’s
latest StoryWalk® is a timely tale about being thankful.
“The Thankful Book” by Todd Parr and published by
Little, Brown & Co. is featured in 24 panels spaced
along the walking path at Coe Lake Park.
“Every day I try to think
about the things I am thankful
for,” the book begins. “I am
thankful for my hair because
it makes me unique.”

“The Thankful Book” is
the latest StoryWalk at Coe
Lake Park.

Parr goes on to list ears,
healthy food, friends, pets,
music, colors, school and, of
course, the library, among
other good things.
“I am thankful for the library

Operation Berea Kind returns

because it is filled with endless
adventures,” one panel reads.
The book ends with “There are
lots of things to be thankful for.
Try to remember some of them
every day!”
Parents and children can experience StoryWalk® along the
Coe Trail behind the Pavilion.
The book is available in the
children’s section of the Berea
Branch Library.

“The Thankful Book”
lists things children can
be thankful for.

The library encourages families to share photos of
their StoryWalk® experiences. Post them on social
media with the hashtag #StoryWalk and tag
@CuyahogaLib. You also can leave feedback by
emailing beamgr@cuyahogalibrary.org.

Operation Berea Kind returns to help supply coldweather items for area residents in need.
Sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Berea, Berea
Kind is collecting hats, gloves, mittens, scarves,
socks, sweaters and other winter clothing. Items can
be new, lightly used or hand-made.
A drop box is located in the lobby of the Berea Recreation Center, 451 Front St. Kiwanis members will
bag the items and attach them to the Safety Town
fence outside the rec center. Residents are encouraged to take what they need from the fence. Kiwanis
members will refill the bags.
The program will run through least March 2022.
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Repurposing, designing key to new business
All events are free unless indicated with ($). Tickets are
available at bw.edu/tickets unless stated otherwise. For
a complete listing of events, visit bw.edu/events.
Conservatory offers holiday concerts
Music Theatre Senior Recitals: 6 p.m., WednesdayFriday, Dec. 1-3, Virtual events.
Concert: Treble Choir: 7 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 2, The
United Methodist Church of Berea
170 Seminary St.
STEM Student Showcase: View the work of science,
technology, engineering and mathematics students
through presentations, demonstrations and displays
highlighting the ingenuity of BW's students. 7 p.m.,
Thursday, Dec. 2, Knowlton Center, 370 Front St.
Concert: Symphonic Band & Symphonic Wind Ensemble: In person & live stream. 7 p.m., Friday, Dec.
3, Gamble Auditorium, Kulas Musical Arts Building,
96 Front St.
Community Arts School Men's Chorus Holiday
Concert ($): Kick off the holiday season with all your
favorite music, a candlelight processional, inspiring
guest conductors and soloists, triumphant organ and
brass ensemble, audience sing-alongs and a visit from
Santa! 4 & 7:30 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 4, Gamble Auditorium, Kulas Musical Arts Building, 96 Front St.
Music Theatre Senior Celebration (free ticket required): Each music theatre senior will perform one
number from their virtual senior recital. 7 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 4, Mainstage Theatre, Kleist Center for Art
& Drama, 95 E. Bagley Rd.
Conservatory Holiday Concert ($): Conservatory
students present music of the season. Featuring performances by Brass Ensemble, BW Singers, Jazz Ensemble, Symphonic Wind Ensemble and more! 3 p.m.,
Sunday, Dec. 5, Gamble Auditorium, Kulas Musical
Arts Building, 96 Front St.
Community Arts School New Horizons Band Concert: 7 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 8, Gamble Auditorium,
Kulas Musical Arts Building, 96 Front St.
Community Arts School New Horizons Orchestra
Concert: 7 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 9, Gamble Auditorium, Kulas Musical Arts Building, 96 Front St.
Opera Workshop Performance: 7 p.m., Thursday,
Dec. 9, Fynette Kulas Music Hall, Boesel Musical
Arts Center, 49 Seminary St.
NOTE: In-person events are subject to federal, state
and local COVID-19 health mandates; please check
bw.edu/events for any health protocols before attending
an event.

Celebrate the holidays with
Arts Festivus
With supply issues putting a
damper on some gift-buying
plans, Berea Arts Fest is offering a local solution – its own
craft beer.
With a $20 donation to the
Berea Arts Fest, patrons will
receive a 22-ounce bottle of
Arts Festivus craft beer, with
hints of fresh ginger, orange peel, honey and cinnamon. All proceeds will support the Berea Arts Fest for
2022.
Pick up is during the first week of December. Order at
bereartsfest.org or on the Berea Arts Fest Facebook
page.

At Plum Picks Vintage and Danilly Designs, clients
get two-for one service.
Plum Picks Vintage focuses on refinishing and repurposing furniture and other household items. Danilly
Designs creates signs and wall art. Both share space
at 402 W. Bagley Road next to Maximum Title – in
the former Clint Williams Real Estate offices.
Plum Picks Vintage is owned by Cynthia Pirozzoli
while Danilly Designs is run by Danielle Jablonowski. The duo met at art and craft shows and eventually decided to combine forces when their client
bases expanded.
“We started at Great Northern Mall,” Pirozzoli said.
“Then we looked around for a suitable space. This
(the store in Berea) just kind of happened.” The store
opened on July 1.
Jablonowski said Berea is very “art friendly.” To
give a hand to other local artists, the store features
hand-crafted items from 11 artisans with a variety of
goods to sell – from honey to jewelry.
“We want to give them the business,” she said. “We
want to help them.”
The front portion of the store shows off the merchandise. The back room is a workshop. Pirozzoli refinishes vintage furniture, such as tables and chairs, and
repurposes other objects – like an old jar into a vase.
As a woodworker, Jablonowski creates signs of every shape and size. Some tout Cleveland sports teams
– Browns, Indians, Cavs. Others are specifically de-

Cynthia Pirozzoli, left, of Plum Picks Vintage, and Danielle Jablonowski of Danilly Designs, share space at 402 W. Bagley Road.

signed for clients to highlight their homes. Signs can
be seasonal or to complement a room.
Both women accept special orders.
They also teach classes for adults and children on
Thursdays and Saturdays. Private parties for up to 11
people also are available. If you’re on Facebook, Pirozzoli and Jablonowski teach a class at 6 p.m. on
Wednesdays via Facebook Live.
“We’re open to suggestions for classes,” Pirozzoli
said. If a customer has an idea for a project, the ladies will make every effort to make it happen.
Plum Picks Vintage and Danilly Designs to open 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Friday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Saturday. Call (440) 297-4856.

At the Library
A spa day for kids

Music & Movement: (Ages 19 months – 5 years with
a caregiver, IN PERSON) Enjoy a high-energy session
of music and movement using shakers, bean bags,
scarves and more. Registration required. 3:30 pm.,
Monday, Dec. 13

Covid-19 Rapid Test Kits: The Berea Branch is distributing free COVID 19 test kits through curbside
pickup only. Pull up in front of the library and call in
to the phone number indicated on the sign out front. A
staff member will bring out your test kits. The kits are
being provided by the State of Ohio and will be available while supplies last.

DIY Holiday Gifts: (Grades 6-12, IN PERSON) Join
us to create holiday gifts for friends and loved ones.
Supplies provided. Open to students in grades 6-12.
Registration required. 7 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 14

Students in grades 4-8 are invited to a DIY Spa Day at
the Berea Branch Library. Kids can get crafty and create their own bath and body products. This is an inperson event. Registration is required. 2 p.m., Saturday,
Dec. 4.

FOR ADULTS

Folded Book Art: Make Your Own Festive Tree:
(IN PERSON) Create a festive tree from a used paperback book. Make it as a gift for your favorite reader or
a unique holiday decoration for yourself! Books will
be provided by the Friends of the Berea Library. For a
personal touch, you may bring your own book. Registration required. 2 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 8
Blood Drive: Appointments are required. For more
information or to make an appointment, visit
www.redcrossblood.org or call the American Red
Cross at 800-RED-CROSS (800-733-2767). 1– 6 p.m.,
Thursday, Dec. 16

FOR CHILDREN

Children’s weekly storytimes do not take place in
December. Children’s IN-PERSON Storytimes will
begin Jan. 3 and run throughout the month. Call
(440) 234-5475 or visit cuyahogalibrary.org for specific times and ages. Storytimes are available for children
from birth through age five. Registration required.

FOR TWEENS & TEENS

Hours for all Cuyahoga County
Public Library branches:
Monday – Thursday
9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday – Saturday
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.,
Sunday
1 -5 p.m.
Holiday Closings:
Friday, Dec. 24
Saturday, Dec. 25
Sunday, Dec. 26
Friday, Dec. 31
Saturday, Jan. 1
Please contact the Berea Branch Library at (440) 234
-5475 for the latest information on programs and
hours in case of changes. Registration is required for
all programs, and facemasks are required for all library visitors ages 2 & up. Additionally, curbside
service is available.
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HEALTHY HOUSING TIPS
Shoveling snow necessary
but can be harmful
Northeast Ohio gets an average of 50 inches of snow
every winter.
Keeping sidewalks and driveways clear is a necessity.
In fact, city ordinances require homeowners to keep
walkways free of snow and ice. It’s a safety issue for
pedestrians and drivers alike. Children and the disabled, especially, need a clear pathway to navigate the
neighborhood.
Fitness experts tell us shoveling snow can be good exercise. It works the upper and lower body and, done
regularly, this sort of activity can lower your risk of
heart attack and stroke.
At the same time, if you don’t regularly exercise or take
part in cardio activities, snow shoveling can put you at
risk for injury. Overstrained muscles are the least of
your worries. Cold weather causes blood vessels to
constrict. If you are shoveling snow or taking part in
other vigorous activities outdoors, your heart needs
those blood vessels to expand because it needs more
blood. When that doesn’t happen, heart attack and
stroke can be the result.
Best technique for snow shoveling is to bend the knees
and lift with your legs. Grip the handle near the blade to
reduce strain on your back and try switching back and
forth between a right-handed and a left-handed stance
to work different muscles. The shovel does not need to
be full. Shoveling smaller amounts at a time is less

strenuous.
Some homeowners opt for a snow blower. This puts
less strain on your back and legs. Experts recommend
goggles to protect the eyes from errant snow and ice
pellets. Also, work slowly. Trying to fill the opening to
capacity each time, especially in deep snow, can limit
the throwing power of the machine.
Some other snow blower tips: Don’t unclog the machine with your hands even if you are wearing gloves.
Use a broom or a special chute cleaning tool. Keep both
hands on the handle while operating and never leave
the blower unattended while it’s running. If you have a
gas-powered blower, let the engine cool before refueling.
While you’re at it, keep your local fire hydrant free of
snow. Easy access to hydrants is crucial when firefighters respond to wintertime fires. Precious time is lost if
firefighters have to clear a hydrant of snow and ice.
The City of Berea does offer snow-plowing services to
seniors and disabled residents who meet certain criteria.
Please contact Natalie Guzzo at the Community Outreach Office, nguzzo@cityofberea.org, or (440) 8264891.
For exterior maintenance issues, please contact Jim
Brown, administrator of operations and supervisor of
the Exterior Maintenance Program, at (440) 826-5800
ext. 4402 or jbrown@cityofberea.rog.

NEWS BRIEFS
Beware of sick raccoons

Several residents have reported seeing sick raccoons.
Chief Auxiliary Police Officer John Kilkenny, who
serves as the City’s Animal Control Officer, said the
raccoons likely are suffering from distemper.
“Distemper increases every two to three years and this
is one of those years,” he said. With distemper, raccoons will wander aimlessly, sometimes in circles and
often falling down. They will be lethargic and may be
out during the daytime. However, it is not uncommon
for mother raccoons to be out during the day foraging
for food for their young. Sick raccoons also will drool
and get a crusty substance around the eyes.
Kilkenny advises residents to call the police nonemergency number at (440) 826-5870 if they spot what
may be a sick raccoon. Do not leave cat or dog food
outside and keep the yard free of garbage.

Grant funds second speed sign

Victorian Christmas Tea
Berea Historical Society
Mahler Museum (118 E. Bridge St.)
(440) 243-2541
2-4 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 12
Free & Open to the Public

Hot Wassail - Tea - Baked Goods - Musical Entertainment
Tour the House - Gift Shop Open

Gift Shop Holiday Hours:
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. Dec. 4
Noon – 3 p.m., Dec. 5
2 – 4 p.m., Dec. 12
6-9 p.m., Dec. 14 & Dec. 16

Museum is open 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday - Friday

The City has received a community impact grant from
Norfolk Southern to purchase a second speed sign. The
sign was bought from Elan City at a cost of approximately $3,200. The sign has various colors and messaging capabilities. Both signs are capable of capturing
traffic counts and speed data. Both signs are mobile
and are moved to different locations around the City,
especially in neighborhoods where speeding vehicles
are a concern.

City OKs media platform
for Browns facility

The Cleveland Browns requested and the City has approved the construction of a media platform on the
grassy area in front of the parking lot on Lou Groza
Boulevard. The platform will be paid for and maintained by the team. Video crews often film in this area,
which is close to traffic. The platform will ensure the
safety of TV and film crews. Because the City owns
the parking lot, the City’s permission for the project
was required. The City granted the football team a license to construct the permanent platform.

Ribbons remember
Vietnam veterans

Seventy-five yellow ribbons fluttered in the cold
breeze on Nov. 3 – a remembrance of service
men and women who
served during the Vietnam War.
The ribbons were tied to
the Jack Kafer Bridge
over Coe Lake by family
members and friends of
veterans and some by
veterans themselves.

Navy veteran Patricia Murray
tied four ribbons on the Jack
Kafer Bridge to honor family
and friends.

Patricia Murray posted four ribbons – for Thomas
Sears, Father Ortiz, a chaplain, and Ray Smollan, and
one for herself – a Navy vet.
Charlotte Christian honored her late husband, Thomas,
a Navy veteran. His job was loading and unloading
ships in the harbor in Vietnam, she said. “He was a
very honorable person and he will always be with us.”
Petty Officer Second Class Tammie Anderson, on active duty with the Coast Guard in Cleveland, tied a ribbon to honor her late father, Larry Kramer, an Air
Force veteran who passed away last year.
Chaplain Willie Springer, coordinator of the Veterans
Outreach Office, placed ribbons in honor of the men he
served with in Vietnam – the Jungle Eaters. They drove
special armored bulldozers, clearing the jungle in advance of Army infantry.
Also attending the ceremony was Berea Police Officer
Stephanie Santos, an Army veteran of Iraq. “They
(Vietnam vets) paved the way for vets like me,” she
said.

Legion Auxiliary treats
women veterans

Members of the American Legion Post 91 Auxiliary
treated women veterans to a buffet lunch at Perk Cup
Café in honor of Veterans Day. The lady vets also
were given gift bags filled with homemade cranberry
pecan bread, apple bundt cake, cookies, candy, hand
soap, a pocket calendar, patriotic towels, beverage
containers and other goodies.
Lady vets were Linda Kramer, Cons Templeman,
Linda Heffern, Dianah Kwiatkowski, Debbie Schiffler and Ginger Sipos.

BEREA GARDEN CLUB
Annual Greens Sale
10 a.m.-4 p.m., Dec. 4
Noon to 2 p.m., Dec. 5
Mahler Museum
118 E. Bridge St.

Freshly made, one-of-a-kind
holiday arrangements
crafted by Garden Club members
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Message from Chaplain Willie
Dear Veterans & Families:

Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities and resources for
military veterans. Submit items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com.

Military dates to remember in December

Dec. 1, 1941: Civil Air Patrol Established.
Dec. 7, 1941: Pearl Harbor Attacked.

Dec. 15, 2011: Official End of the War in Iraq.
Dec. 30, 2014: Enduring Freedom Ended.

Army vet wins October raffle basket

Army veteran David Moore is the winner of the October raffle basket sponsored by the Berea Veterans
Outreach Office. The October basket was a Trick or
Treat bowl filled with a variety of goodies plus a gift
certificate from Parkway Barber & Style.

Mobile app supports MST survivors

Beyond MST is a mobile app developed by the VA

VETERAN SPOTLIGHT
Every holiday season, the
Veterans Outreach Office
visits veterans in local
nursing homes and assisted living facilities.

to help survivors of military sexual trauma deal with
stress and work to improve their quality of life. The
app does not replace professional care but it can connect patients to resources and support from other
MST survivors. It can be downloaded from iTunes or
GooglePlay. For more information, visit https://
www.mentalhealth.va.gov/msthome.asp

Foundation offers help to caregivers

The Elizabeth Dole Foundation’s Respite Relief Program provides support for those who care for a disabled or ill veteran at home. The assistance is free and
can include housekeeping, meal preparation, transportation, bathing, exercise, toileting, grooming,
among other services. The assistance is through CareLinx. Caregivers can apply at hiddenheroes.org/
respite.

Outreach Office honors
Southwest veterans

Volunteering to honor veterans come naturally to
him. His father, John Kleem, served in the Army
during World War II. Other relatives have served in
wars as far back as the French and Indian War in the
18th century.
“It’s about giving back to those who have given so
much to us,” Chris said. “It’s fun. I do what I can.”
Chris also takes Santa to the VA Hospital and has
collected donations of candy to send to troops stationed statewide and overseas.

I would like to wish each and every one a very special Holiday Season. Although I trust that every day
is a holiday, so feel free to celebrate. We rejoice in
life, our loved ones and family. We enjoy the community that we live in, and our country. We continue
to be thankful for our health and strength and to keep
this City strong.
Let’s share in the perseverance of not giving up hope
when applying for benefits. Our office is here to
serve you, and assist you. Please call and introduce
yourself, or stop by for a visit. I would love to meet
you and shake your hand. Refer to the fliers in this
publication for the holiday raffle basket and Veterans
Coffee Chat. We have many exciting events planned
for the New Year!
Again, thank you for your service to our country.
Please contact me with any further questions or concerns.
Rev. Chaplain Willie Springer MAPT
Veterans Outreach Coordinator (440) 973-4567/
wspringer@cityofberea.org

Helping volunteer veterans distribute gift bags is
Santa – otherwise known
as Chris Kleem. Chris has
been volunteering with
Veterans Outreach for the
past three years.
He said it all started
Chris Kleem as Santa and
when his niece, Mariah Chaplain
Willie Springer of
Kleem,
was
student the Veterans Outreach Office
teaching. “I would dress visit vets in nursing homes at
Christmas time.
up in my Santa suit and
visit her classrooms,” he said. After two sessions, he
was hooked. “I bought the suit,” he said.

As we approach December, we continue to give
thanks for this month to come. After all we’ve been
through, we are slowly getting back into the groove
of making contact with local nursing facilities. In the
month of November, this office recognized and presented a pin and or challenge coin with a personalized certificate to 200 Veterans.

In honor of Veterans Day, Berea’s Veterans Outreach Office recognized employees and volunteers
of Southwest General Health Center who are military veterans.
Chaplain Willie Springer, coordinator of the Veterans Outreach Office, presented We Honor Veterans
Challenge Coins and certificates for the 70 vets. Because of COVID restrictions, hospital President &
CEO William Young distributed the coins and certificates.
Some of the veterans and volunteers were able to
meet with Springer and Young, who is not pictured.
Veterans are, from the left, Police Chief Tristan
Harker, Officer Matt Luttman, Chaplain Willie
Springer, Bob Sliwinski, Rebecca Clark, Fred
Sauvey, Marti Bauschka and Officer Joe Hedinger.

DECEMBER RAFFLE
FOR VETERANS
ENTER TO WIN
A HOLIDAY WREATH
(PICTURE BELOW)

CALL IN OR EMAIL
STARTING DECEMBER 6-17
NAME, PHONE NUMBER,
& BRANCH OF MILITARY
(440) 973-4567
wspringer@cityofberea.org
YOU MUST PICK UP
ITEM BY DECEMBER
22 AT THE VETERANS
OUTREACH OFFICE
31 EAST BRIDGE ST.
#300

The Outreach Office distributed 200 pins and coins
during November.

CALLING ALL STUDENTS!!!!

THE OFFICE OF
VETERANS OUTREACH
IS SEEKING STUDENTS THAT ARE
INTERESTED IN
SERVING ON A JUNIOR COLOR GUARD
TEAM!

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED CALL
THE OFFICE at 440-973-4567.
OR EMAIL: wspringer@cityofberea.org
OPEN TO AGES 12 YEARS AND OLDER.
PRESENT COLORS AT SPECIAL EVENTS.

Veterans Coffee Club
With Chaplain Willie

Veterans Outreach Coordinator, City of Berea
Meeting once a month:

Next Meeting:
Saturday, January 15, 2022
10-Noon

Berea Recreation Center
451 Front Street- Senior Room
We will continue to maintain social distance.
RSVP: Veterans Outreach: 440-973-4567
A place for Veterans to connect.

City of Berea
11 Berea Commons
Berea, Ohio 44017

PRESORTED STANDARD
U.S. PAID
BEREA, OH
PERMIT #333
ECRWSS

POSTAL PATRON
(440) 826-5800

www.cityofberea.org

Community Events

Dec. 3-5: Home for the Holidays Art Show. Berea
Fine Arts Club, Little Red Schoolhouse, 323 E. Bagley Road; 4-9 p.m., Dec. 3; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Dec. 4;
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Dec. 5.
Dec. 4: JACK FROST FESTIVAL. 5-8 p.m. Parade steps off at 5:30 p.m.
Dec. 4-5: Greens Sale. Berea Garden Club, Berea
Historical Society, 118 E. Bridge St.; 10 a.m. to 4
p.m., Dec. 4; Noon to 2 p.m., Dec. 5.
Dec. 5: Santa Drive-By. Noon to 4 p.m. in residential neighborhoods.
Dec. 10: Symphony West Orchestra. Celebrating
Together concert, 7:30 p.m., Keller Center, St. Adalbert Catholic Church, 66 Adalbert St. Tickets $10
for adults, $5 for students.
Dec. 11: Baldwin Wallace University Fall Commencement. 2 p.m., Ursprung Gymnasium.
Dec. 12: Victorian Christmas Tea. 2-4 p.m., Berea
Historical Society, 118 E. Bridge St.
Dec. 12: Kiwanis Pancake & Sausage Festival. 8
a.m. to 1 p.m., BW’s Strosacker Hall Student Union,
125 Tressel St.; tickets $8.
Dec. 15: Millstream Quilters. 1-3 p.m., Berea
Branch Library. Meets on the third Wednesday of
every month.
Dec. 19: Rise in Love hot meal distribution. 2-4
p.m., St. Adalbert Catholic Church Keller Center, 66
Adalbert St. Free. Drive-up only.
Dec. 20-Jan. 2: BW Winter Break. Offices closed.
Dec. 20-Jan 3: Berea City School District Winter
Break.
Dec. 21: Winter Begins.
Dec. 25: CHRISTMAS
Dec. 29: Community Meal. 5-6 p.m., St. Paul Lutheran Church, 276 E. Bagley Road. Free. Drive-up
only.
Dec. 31: NEW YEAR’S EVE.
Jan. 1: NEW YEAR’S DAY.

JACK FROST PARADE:
Saturday, December 4 in Downtown Berea
Step off is at 5:30 pm. Staging for parade participants will
take place on Seminary Street. For questions, please email
nkleem@yahoo.com.

Tree Lighting Ceremony
A tree lighting ceremony, fireworks and light show will take
place following the parade at approximately 6:30 pm.

PARADE ROUTE

