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Newsletter
Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem

Berea prides itself on being
a diverse community. We
are home to people of
many faiths and ethnic and
cultural backgrounds. As
December begins, our community observes a holiday
season.

In Berea, we can all welcome the holidays and the
beginning of winter with
our Jack Frost Festival of
Lights on Saturday, Dec. 1. This is a wonderful
time (snow or no snow) for us all to come together
to celebrate our community and the joyous holidays
December brings. As usual, there will be a parade
and fireworks, mini-rides for kids, free hot chocolate and cookies plus Santa and Jack Frost. The tree
will be lit on the Triangle. Carolers will serenade
festival-goers and there will be a skating rink in
McKelvey Park.
This is a family-friendly, community-friendly way
to celebrate each other and the many qualities we
have in common. In many ways, this has been a
tense, often emotionally charged year for our country. This was fueled by fear and misunderstanding
of neighbors who might look different from us or
hold different political or religious beliefs.
Let’s put aside those differences and look at our
commonalities. We all want good health and fulfilling lives for our families. We all want peace in
our city, in our state and in our country. Let’s make
December and the New Year a time of respect for
each other and acceptance of our diversity.
My family and I wish all of you a Happy Chanukah, a Merry Christmas, a Wonderful New Year
and best wishes for whatever holiday you and your
families celebrate. May we look forward to Peace
in 2019.

State-of-the-art ladder truck joins Fire Department
Berea didn’t always have a full-time, professional
fire department. In the late 1890s, Berea was a small
village served by volunteer firefighters using the Cataract pumper truck and the True Grit No. 1 ladder
truck.
More than 100 years later, the Berea Fire Department
now sports Ladder Truck No. 5 with the True Grit
logo emblazoned on the cabin.
“We wanted to recognize the history,” Fire Capt.
William Eisenhardt said. True Grit was what it took
to be a firefighter back then when horses pulled the
fire engines and when horses weren’t available, the
men pulled it themselves.
Berea’s new 525 horsepower ladder truck is a far cry
from its namesake. The Pierce-built vehicle is 43 feet
long and weighs somewhere north of 70,000 pounds.
It has a 107-foot-long ladder with an additional 35
feet of ladder stored in the rear compartment. It can
pump as much water as a regular pumper truck.
It also is 11 feet 7 inches high. Bay doors at the fire
station are 10 feet high, so one of the doors was revamped to 12 feet 4 inches to accommodate the new
addition.
Cost of the ladder truck is $1.25 million with much
of that paid for by a $797,667 grant from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency. Eisenhardt, who
wrote the grant application, said Berea was lucky to
receive the funds. “There isn’t a lot of grant money
available,” he said, especially when fire departments
across the U.S. are applying for funds.
“The grants are based on need,” he said. “It’s very
competitive.” The application required information
on the age of the fleet, how many runs the department makes, the cost per run, the cost per person, for
example. Applications are vetted via computer and
those that make it through that process go on to a
panel review. Eisenhardt said he submitted the grant
application in November 2016. The grant was award-

Designers replicated the original logo for the 1890s
vintage True Grit No. 1 ladder truck on Berea’s new
Ladder Truck No. 5.

ed in June 2017. The truck was delivered on Sept.
11, 2018.
The Ladder Truck Committee of Eisenhardt, Assistant Chief Tom Emling and Firefighters Allen Scott,
John W. Schmidt and Brett Stanislaw worked with
engineers at Pierce Manufacturing to design the truck
to suit Berea’s needs. They made three trips to Appleton, Wisc., where Pierce is based, to ensure that
specs were met and to approve the blue prints.
Eisenhardt said the new truck was designed with the
safety of firefighters and civilians in mind. The truck
is stainless steel with anti-corrosion coating and
should last around 30 years.
“It’s not just a vehicle,” Chief Mark Kaufhold said.
“I consider it infrastructure.”
Its independent rear suspension will allow it to corner easily and make tighter turns. “It has the same
suspension as military trucks,” Eisenhardt said. “We
can go more places.” The long ladder means firefighters can “reach more buildings,” he said.
The truck also comes equipped with seat belts and air
bags. Special compartments hold gear such as axes,
shovels and the Jaws of Life plus bullet-proof vests
and helmets.
Ladder No. 5 will not go on duty until outfitting is
completed and firefighters complete training. That
should happen sometime in December.

See Back for Details
Our Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram page name is:
City of Berea, Ohio

www.cityofberea.org

Fire Capt. William Brand Eisenhardt describes Ladder Truck No. 5 as high tech with safety in mind.

It replaces a 1986 model ladder truck with mounting
maintenance issues. Pierce would not accept it for
trade-in. It will go for sale on a government online
bidding site.
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Bulk Trash Collection
Friday, Dec. 21

Bulk trash includes large items such as
furniture, appliances, carpeting & any large
objects that will not fit into the regular blue
trash container.
Doors must be removed from refrigerators and
placed next to the refrigerator at curbside.
Notify Republic if Freon is involved.
Questions: Call Republic Services
(800) 433-1309

Trash collection delayed

Because of the Christmas holiday on Tuesday,
Dec. 25, curbside trash pickup in Berea will be
delayed that week.

Trash will be picked up
Saturday, Dec. 29.
Because of the New Year’s Day holiday on
Tuesday, Jan. 1, curbside trash pickup will be
delayed that week as well.

Trash will be picked up
Saturday, Jan. 5

Recycling Tip of the Month

There have been changes to plastics recycling.
Right now, only plastic bottles and jars are accepted. Please rinse them out thoroughly and
replace the caps. Small plastic bottle caps are
lost in the recycling process if they are placed in
the recycling bins separately from the bottles.

Historical Society
available for meetings

The newly refurbished meeting room at the Berea Historical Society’s Mahler Museum is
available for private events and meetings. The
kitchen also has been redone and caterers are
welcome to use the facilities. Call the Society at
(440) 243-2541 to book an event.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Police receive awards
from American Legion

Patrolman Adam Laeng was named Law Enforcement Officer of the Year and Community
Liaison Nicole Walmsley was named Civilian
First Responder of the Year by American Legion
Post 572 of Parma and American Legion Post 91
of Berea. Laeng was cited for successfully resolving a potential deadly force situation without
injuries at the Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds.
He has been with the Berea Division of Police
since 2005. Walmsley was recognized for developing law enforcement-led drug treatment programs and opening police stations as access
points for treatment services.

Southwest launches overdose
rapid response team

Southwest General is partnering with the Cuyahoga County Alcohol, Drug Addiction and Mental Health Services Board and The Woodrow
Project to begin a peer support team for patients
being treated for drug overdoses. While still in
the Emergency Department, drug overdose patients will be offered the opportunity to speak
with a peer support specialist through The
Woodrow Project. Woodrow is managed by people in long-term recovery with many years of
sobriety. Woodrow works closely with Southwest and with the Berea Division of Police and
other local departments through the Safe Passages initiative.

Dinner to Your Door seeks drivers

Dinner to Your Door is looking for drivers to
deliver meals to clients in Berea, Brook Park and
Middleburg Heights. Meals are delivered three
times a week but volunteers can select how often
to be available. Please contact Natalie Guzzo of
Berea Community Outreach at (440) 826-4891
or nguzzo@cityofberea.org.

GIVE A GIFT FOR
CHRISTMAS
Berea Community Outreach
Is collecting gifts for children
For the Holiday Season

The Monthly Berean is published monthly by
the City of Berea and is distributed to residents,
organizations and businesses in Berea.
Mayor Cyril Kleem
Linda G. Kramer, editor
Megan Pochatek, design editor

To submit information, contact:
bereanewsletter@gmail.com
(440) 274-5608
Please submit stories and information
by the 10th of every month.

To Sponsor a Child,
Contact Natalie Guzzo
nguzzo@cityofberea.org
(440) 826-4891
Or donate unwrapped gifts, gift cards
for distribution to BCO children
Cash/check donations will be used
to purchase gifts

DEADLINE IS DEC. 10

Carolers will serenade seniors

Singers of any age or talent level who would like
to travel the city singing Christmas carols for
seniors can contact Natalie Guzzo of Berea
Community Outreach at (440) 826-4891 or
nguzzo@cityofberea.org. If enough people volunteer, several teams will visit neighborhoods
during the holiday season. Songbooks also are
needed.

Elks host gift drive
for Friends of Alia Bailey

For the second year, the Berea Elks are hosting a
gift drive to benefit the Friends of Alia Bailey, a
student at Grindstone Elementary School who
died in a car accident in 2017. Last year, the
drive collected more than 1,000 gifts. Donated
gifts should be unwrapped. They will be giftwrapped at the Elks Lodge from noon to 3 p.m.
on Sunday, Dec. 9. This is open to the public
and Alia’s family and friends will be there as
well. The gifts will be delivered to MetroHealth
Medical Center’s children’s ward.

International students
looking for host families

Homestay is looking for families to host international students while they study at Baldwin Wallace University. Hosts will provide housing,
some meals and conversation to the students,
who are here studying English. The students are
generally in their 20s and come from the Middle
East and South America. They attend classes for
5 hours Monday-Friday. Host families should
live within a 30-minute walk of campus. Families will receive a stipend every four weeks to
offset costs. For more information, contact Mary
Kamalsky,
(216)
751-0171
or
donaldkamalsky@msn.com.

Volunteers make fleece
blankets for charities

Approximately 120 volunteers fashioned 100
fleece blankets for charity during the annual
blanket-making party at
the Berea Recreation
Center on Nov. 10. There
were also raffles, including an autograph by
Cleveland Browns legend Jim Brown. The
blanket-making
party
began in 2009 at the
home of John and Farrel
Kleem with 10 ladies. This year, the blankets were
donated to Berea’s Veterans Outreach Office,
Maryssa’s Mission Foundation and House of
Champions, a safe after-school facility for gradeschool children in the inner city.
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Police beards raise funds
for charity

If you notice Berea police officers looking a bit
shaggy this winter, don’t worry. It’s all for a
good cause.
Officers are taking part in No Shave November,
which has been extended to the end of January.
With the City’s OK, the officers pay into a special account to allow them to go shaveless for a
couple of months. The funds are used to pay for
Feed-a-Family for Thanksgiving and Christmas
and for Shop with a Cop.

SCHOOL NEWS

Elks sponsor Americanism
essay contest

“What makes you proud to be an American?” is
the theme of this year’s Americanism essay contest for students in the grades 5-8. The contest,
sponsored by the Elks, is open to all area students. Essays should be no longer than 300
words. Deadline for submission is Dec. 15 and
they should be turned in at the Berea Elks
Lodge, 626 N. Rocky River Drive. Last year,
students in Berea, Olmsted Falls and Strongsville turned in more than 950 essays. Five of
those were district winners and one went on to
win a third-place at state. Students who have not
received Americanism essay materials through
their schools, can contact Bill Maloney, Americanism chair, at Maloney.w@sbcglobal.net.

BMHS students cited
by National Merit Scholarships

Rachel Hall has been named a National Merit
Scholarship Program finalist. She scored among
the top 1 percent of the 1.6 million students nationwide who took the PSAT/SMSQT. Douglas
Poole and Rose Son were named National Merit
Scholarship commended students. They scored
within the top 3 percent of all students who took
the test.

High school featured on radio show

Berea-Midpark High School was High School
of the Week during the week of Oct. 24 on
Q104 radio’s Jeremiah Show. Video featuring
the band and students with radio personalities
can be seen on the Q104 web site and on the
Berea City School District web site –
www.berea.k12.oh.us, click on Berea-Midpark
High School.

Victorian Christmas Tea
Berea Historical Society
Mahler Museum
118 E. Bridge St.

2-4 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 9

Free & Open to the Public
Entertainment by the BMHS Choral Group
Food – Expanded Gift Shop
(440) 243-2541
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MEET YOUR POLICE OFFICERS
The Officers you will meet in this feature worked hard to
get this opportunity to serve you. They continue to work
every day to deserve the honor and responsibility you
have given them.

Patrolman Ean Esposito
Ean grew up in Northeast
Ohio. He played football and
wrestled throughout his childhood and high school years.
Prior to becoming a police officer, Ean was a sergeant in
the U.S. Army and deployed
to Iraq in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom. There he was
awarded a Combat Action Badge.
Ean has been working for the Berea Police Department since 2011 and is a graduate of Cleveland Heights Police Academy. Ean represents
the department on a regional SWAT team in the
roles of a sniper and on the entry team. Ean is
also a Field Training Officer. He is currently
training a cadet who was recently hired by the
department. Ean has also been a Subject Control
Instructor since the summer of 2012 and instructs the department on subject control tactics
and use of force scenarios. In addition, Ean is an
ALICE instructor, and a CRASE instructor,
which focus on active shooter training for civilians. Ean was recently chosen to be on a committee for the International Public Safety Asso-

ciation, which also focuses
on a collaborative approach between Police and
Fire Departments when
responding to active threat
situations. Lastly, Ean is
an OPOTA certified firearms instructor and assists
in training on all three
weapon systems that are
utilized by the department. Ean finds the training
aspect of these positions particularly rewarding
because they allow him to assist in making the
department more proficient and professional in
the areas that he instructs.
Ean enjoys volunteering his time with the “Shop
with a Cop” program every year. He believes the
program is a great way to give back to the community and spend a day helping kids who are in
need around the holidays. Ean enjoys working
for the City of Berea and watching its growth
over the past several years. He looks forward to
continuing his service to the community and is
optimistic about the future of the department.
In his time away from work, Ean is an avid outdoorsman and likes primitive camping. Ean also
likes gourmet cooking. Ean has participated in
all of the department’s cooking competitions and
tied for first place this past year with his secret
garlic parmesan wing sauce.

Nick Sarris, Theodore Ingersoll honored with Heritage Awards
The Berea Historical Society honored the late
Nick Sarris, Berea businessman and community
booster, and Theodore Ingersoll, who helped to
found Oberlin College, with its annual Grindstone Heritage Awards.

Some called him the “unofficial mayor of Berea.”

He graduated from Berea High School in 1951
where he played football, basketball and baseball. He was inducted into the BHS Athletic Hall
The awards are given posthumously to Bereans of Fame in 2005. After graduation, he joined the
who contributed in some significant way to the Army and fought in the Korean War. He married
community. Recipients must have been deceased his wife, Maria, in 1958. They had three chilfor at least five years before they are considered dren. His family always came first but he was
very active in the community, volunteering at
for the award.
Southwest General’s hospice, St. Innocent OrIngersoll (1786-1873) was born in Massachu- thodox Church, the Berea Historical Society, St.
setts. He was very active in the Temperance Herman’s House and City Mission. He was a
movement to ban alcohol and was a dedicated member of Berea Civil Service Commission.
abolitionist, working to end slavery. During the
Civil War, he enlisted in the Hospital Corps at Maria Sarris recalled that her husband was famous for his chili. “If it didn’t make you tear up,
the age of 78.
it wasn’t hot enough,” she said.
Ingersoll was one of the first settlers in Oberlin
and helped raise funds for the founding of Ober- Nick Sarris also loved to talk. Gary Croy of the
lin College. He moved to Berea in the 1850s and historical society said he once asked Nick to
helped to found the Congregational Church. His give a program on the history of businesses
wife, Lydia, and daughter, Harriet, founded the along the Triangle. “It took him three years (and
Ladies Aid Society at the church. Ingersoll pub- several additional programs) to talk about all of
lished a book of lectures on theology at the age them,” Croy said.
of 84. He died three years later and is buried in
Mayor Cyril Kleem awarded Sarris the Spirit of
Oberlin.
Community Award posthumously in 2015. “This
Sarris (1933-2013) sold insurance and owned was a man of profound and deep faith,” the
the Campus Snack Bar and the Paradise Restau- mayor said as he presented the award to Maria
rant in Berea. He was a “lifetime volunteer.” Sarris. “He lived it on a daily basis by his service to others.”
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Girl Scouts trim stars
for veterans

4-H attracts city kids, too
When most folks think of 4-H, they think of youngsters raising chickens and cows down on the farm.
But suburban and city kids can take part, too.
Town & Country Farmers 4-H, based in Berea, was
founded in 2014 with just that in mind – that children
from 5 to 18 who live in the ‘burbs can certainly
raise chickens and bunnies but there are a wide variety of other projects for 4-Hers.
The mother-daughter team of Janice and Amanda
Stack of Berea are the Town & Country advisers.
They said the 18 youngsters in their 4-H Club tackle
everything from bee-keeping and sewing to photography and cooking. Cora Blondin, vice president of
the club, earned a first at the Cuyahoga County Fair
with her presentation on healthy habits. Her project
was sent on to the Ohio State Fair competition.

Girl Scouts from Troop 70464 helped the Veterans Outreach Office trim stars from old and unusable U.S. Flags. The stars will be affixed to special cards honoring veterans.
The business card-size tributes read, “I am part of
the American Flag which flew in freedom over a
home in the U.S.A. The sun and wind have
caused me to become faded and torn so I can no
longer fly. Please carry my star as a remembrance
YOU WILL NEVER BE FORGOTTEN.”
The Scouts are fourth-grade students at Grindstone Elementary School.
The U.S. Flag Code allows the stars and blue field
to be cut away and repurposed for patriotic use.
Drop off flags at the Veterans Outreach Office, 31
E. Bridge St., Suite 300 or at Berea City Hall.

MARYSSA’S MISSION
TOY COLLECTION
Nov. 1 – Dec. 3

Toys will be delivered to
medically fragile children at:


Cleveland Clinic Children’s Hospital
Fairview General NICU & PICU
 Ronald McDonald House



In fact, Town & Country 4-Hers captured 26 firsts at
the Fair in Berea this summer. They also won the
sportsmanship award and won for best display.
Cora said the club has taught her a lot about leadership and speaking skills. “I’ve learned some real-life
skills not taught in schools,” she said. “4-H truly prepares you for real life and how the world works.”
Cora loves to sew and raises guinea pigs. She’s aiming for an art career.
President Jessica Plogger is interested in rabbits,
chickens and goats but is planning on becoming a
pediatric trauma nurse. “I’ve learned about animals
but I’ve also learned about relationships,” she said.
“4-H lets you get out of your comfort zone. We’re
like the agricultural version of Scouting.”
According to club secretary Vanessa Martin, 4-H has
taught her responsibility. “You learn to be responsible for the animals,” she said. In her future is a career
in accounting. “I love math,” she said.
Jessica, Cora and Vanessa were elected by club
members and they run the meetings, Janice Stack

64th Annual Berea Kiwanis

PANCAKE &
SAUSAGE FESTIVAL

Sunday, Dec. 2 at 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Berea-Midpark High School

Drop off new, unwrapped gifts at:
Berea Police Station
Barber’s Den & Shave Shop
167 Front St.
Boca Loca Burrito Factory
1 Berea Commons
Luna Marketing
113 Front St.
Mootown Creamery
437 W. Bagley Road
OrthoWest
7225 Old Oak Blvd., Middleburg Hts.
Barbies – Dolls – Trucks – Superheroes –
Travel Games – iTunes & Google Play gift
cards for teens – earbuds

All you can eat- $7
Kids 5 and under are
FREE
Music ● Crafts
Photos with Santa

Members of the Town & Country Farmers 4-H Group
meet once a month to plan projects and share ideas.

said.
Amanda Stack said she started with 4-H at age 4.
“It’s a family tradition,” she said. She aged out several years ago but “I wanted to stay involved,” she
said. Now she helps prepare club members for fair
competition. “We practice with them and they help
each other.”
The result is all those awards at the county fair,
Janice Stack said. “Clubs that spend time training
their members, it shows at fair time,” she said.
Town & Country 4-H meets once a month on the
second Sunday, usually at the Berea Library but
sometimes at a farm in Valley View. Members come
from Berea and a number of southwest Cuyahoga
suburbs and the West Park neighborhood of Cleveland. They’ve hosted fundraisers, such as car washes
and sold mini pumpkins at a Harvest Festival in
North Royalton in September. There was an awards
banquet in November and planning for 2019 projects
begins in January.
For more information, follow them on Facebook and
visit the Ohio State University Extension Service at
https://cuyahoga.osu.edu. Click on 4-H. Email
Amanda
Stack
at
townandcountryfarmers4h@yahoo.com.

New BW building plans
set for Planning Commission

Plans for a new computer science classroom
building on the campus of Baldwin Wallace
University are headed back to the Planning
Commission on Dec. 20 at 7 p.m.
The plans were put on hold after a previous
Planning Commission meeting on Aug. 16.
Commission members said they needed more
information and requested changes to the plans,
including concerns about parking, landscaping
and the façade.
BW was to present a revised version to the commission on Nov. 15. That meeting was delayed
while the city and the university examine an independent study of the plans requested by the
city.
The 58,600-square-foot classroom would be
built at the corner of Front Street and East Fifth
Avenue. Six homes, owned by BW, would be
razed to make room for the new building, which
would house math and computer science classes. Currently, computer classes are in the former Loomis School.
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City hosts Education Fair
for veterans
Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities and
resources for military veterans.
Submit items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com.

No Breakfast Club in December

Because of the busy holiday season, there will be
no Veterans Breakfast Club in December. The
next Breakfast Club will be Saturday, Jan. 19
from 10 a.m. to noon at the Berea Recreation
Center. Enjoy a breakfast buffet and connect with
other vets.

VA offers discounted dental coverage

VA has selected Delta Dental of California and
MetLife to offer private insurance coverage for
the VA Dental Insurance Program. Veterans who
are enrolled in the VA health care system and
beneficiaries and their dependents of the Civilian
Health and Medical Program of the VA can enroll
now with coverage to begin on Dec. 1. This dental
insurance is for vets who are not eligible for dental care through the VA. A premium and copays
are required but at discounted rates. For information about plans and rates, go to https://
feds.deltadentalins.com/vadip/plans/rate1.html or
call (855) 370-3303 for Delta Dental OR go to
https://www.metlife.com/vadip/ or call (888) 3101681 for MetLife.

HBO film documents
veteran struggles with PTSD

“We Are Not Done Yet” is an HBO documentary
depicting the challenges veterans face with PTSD.
The film was produced by actor Jeffrey Wright
(“Westworld,” “Casino Royale,” “Boardwalk Empire”). Almost 3 million military members have
been deployed to war zones since 2001. Of those
sent to Iraq and Afghanistan, around 14 to 20 percent have been diagnosed with post traumatic
stress. Female vets experience military sexual trauma at a rate of more than 32 percent. “We Are Not
Done Yet” tells the stories of 10 men and women
veterans of differing backgrounds and how they
are learning to cope with help of the arts, including
poetry and drama. “We Are Not Done Yet” premiered on HBO on Nov. 8 and is now available for
streaming.

Women vets invited to lunch

Medina County Women of the Military invites
women veterans to a casual lunch at Goldie’s Deli
in Strongsville at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 19. For
more information, go MCWM’s Facebook page or
email
ducu19@yahoo.com
or
laklatka@yahoo.com.

Berea honors veterans in local health care facilities
In honor of Veterans’ Day, the Berea Veterans
Outreach Office visited vets in local assisted living
and nursing homes, presenting them with special
pins and certificates.
Chaplain Willie Springer, who heads the Veterans
Outreach Office, told the World War II, Korea and
Vietnam vets at Generations Senior Living and
Northwestern Healthcare Center that “it’s an honor
and privilege to present these to you.” Springer
offered the men and women a hand salute, which
was smartly returned.
The red, white and blue pins were specially designed for the Outreach Office. They depict a large
blue star and a red and white banner with the motto “No Veteran Walks Alone.”
A Vietnam vet himself, Springer said, “We all
have been through something, haven’t we? Freedom isn’t free. We are paying the price now with
our bodies.”
He said the pins were “a way to say thank you, to
let you know that we care.”
“We fought for our country and they gave us a
day, but every day is your day.”
The presentations included the Pledge of Allegiance, the National Anthem, patriotic music and a
brief history of Veterans’ Day. The ceremony concluded with “America the Beautiful.”
Assisting Chaplain Willie were veteran volunteers
Dale Eckert, Jim Slater and Linda Kramer and volunteer social worker Norma Kleem. Before the
end of the year, more than 200 veterans are slated

Chaplain Willie Springer of Berea’s Veterans
Outreach Office welcomes a fellow vet to the
Education Fair hosted by the City of Berea at the
Recreation Center on Dec. 9. Veterans and their
spouses could meet with representatives of several organizations geared to helping vets. Besides the Outreach Office, there were information tables for the Cuyahoga County Veterans
Service Commission, the 211 United Way Veterans Help Line, Hospice of Southwest General,
Break Thru (a drug abuse rehab service at
Southwest) and Healthy Food/Healthy You
(nutrition information offered by a dietician and
a home economics teacher). Veterans seeking
assistance, advice or just friendly conversation
can contact the Outreach Office at veterans@cityofberea.org or (440) 973-4567..

Veterans Breakfast
Club & Chat

(There will be no Breakfast Club in December)

Chaplain Willie Springer of Berea’s Veterans Outreach
Office welcomes vets at Generations Senior Living Berea.

to receive the pins.
Veterans honored at Generations were James Ditata, Paul Dzeiak, Richard Gedeon, Rod Jaynes,
Bob Jech, William Krukemeyer, Don Neuzil, Don
Nicol, Nick Sekreta, Jim Smith, Joe Smorowski,
Len Stitt and Carsten Sunde.
Generations veterans were scheduled to tour the
Browns Training Facility in late November.
At the Northwestern, these veterans were honored:
Bart Ansley, John Ashwood, Clarence Atkinson,
Cyril Baker, Gregory Baugh, Sidney Bell, Billie
Beyhr, Steve Bondura, Mary Burse, Margaret
Christian, Albert Crowther, Patrick Dailey, Peter
Damok, Nicholas Digiando, James Ely, Andrew
Flack, Donald Hale, Frank Honsaker, Stanley Illitch, Wylman Johnson, Marshall Kametz, Michael
Kneeland, James Lambert, Eugene Lewis, David
Long, Michael Mariani, Michael Phillips, Richard
Pruden, William Ramsey, Jackie Roberson, Anthony Roberts, Michael Sova, Lawrence Toney,
Ronald Ware, Robert Weaver, Timothy Welles,
Marty West, Eddie Wilson and Craig Ziganti.

10 a.m. to Noon
Saturday, Jan. 19
Berea Recreation Center
Active Senior Network Room
451 Front St.
Meets Monthly
Egg Wraps, Coffee, Donuts,
Muffins, Hash Browns

Free

A place for veterans to connect
RSVP to Chaplain Willie Springer
Office of Veterans Outreach
wspringer@cityofberea.org
(440) 973-4567

No Veteran Walks Alone

Warriors Journey Home
meets twice a month

Warriors Journey Home supports veterans and
their families, helping them to adjust after a deployment. The group meets on the second and
fourth Sundays of the month at 6 p.m. at Heritage Congregational Church, 485 West St. For
more information, visit Warriors Journey Home
Berea on Facebook.
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Sewer district rates will increase in 2019

Beginning in January, the North East Ohio Regional Sewer District rates will increase. It is part of a six-year plan to increase rates every year through 2021.

2017 - 2018 WATER/SEWER QUARTERLY
COMPARISON RATES
Regular Rates

Homestead/
Affordability*

2018

2019

2018

2019

5 Th

5 Th

5 Th

5 Th

Gallons

Gallons

Gallons

Gallons

Berea Water

$20.45

$20.45

$18.40

$18.40

Berea Sewer

$6.65

$6.65

$5.95

$5.95

Berea Meter Fee

$6.00

$6.00

$6.00

$6.00

NEORSD Sewer

$59.75

$63.35

$35.90

$38.05

NEORSD Base

$14.85

$19.05

$8.85

$11.40

TOTAL BILL:

$107.70

$115.50

$75.10

$79.80

2018

2019

2018

2019

15 Th

15 Th

15 Th

15 Th

Gallons

Gallons

Gallons

Gallons

Berea Water

$69.00

$69.00

$62.05

$62.05

Berea Sewer

$19.95

$19.95

$17.85

$17.85

Berea Meter Fee

$6.00

$6.00

$6.00

$6.00

NEORSD Sewer $179.25

$190.05

$107.70

$114.15

The new rates will be reflected on the quarterly bills sent to residents by the City
of Berea Water Billing Department. City of Berea rates will not change. The NEORSD charges are included in the Berea water bill as a convenience for residents.
Instead of paying two bills, they pay just one. The City of Berea passes the NEORSD charges along to that agency.
The NEORSD regular charges will be $12.67 per thousand gallons plus a quarterly base charge of $19.05. The charge for those with a Homestead Exemption will
be $7.61 per thousand gallons plus $11.40 quarterly base charge.
Questions or comments, call the sewer district’s customer service line at (216)
881-8247.

NEORSD WASTE WATER SEWER RATES
per Thousand Gallons
2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

REGULAR

10.65

11.28

11.95

12.67

13.43

14.24

REDUCED

6.41

6.78

7.18

7.61

8.07

8.55

Rate increase in 5 years:

133.71%

NEORSD WASTE WATER BASE RATES
per Month/Quarter
2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

REGULAR

2.40/7.20 3.6/10.80 4.95/14.85 6.35/19.05 7.95/23.85 9.70/29.10

REDUCED

2.40/7.20 2.15/6.45 2.95/8.85

3.8/11.40 4.75/14.25 5.80/17.40

Rate increase in 5 years:

404.17%

*Homestead/Affordability qualification determined by Cuyahoga County Qualification
requirements.

NEORSD Base

$14.85

$19.05

$8.85

$11.40

Blended Rates
Customer with billing date of 12/31/18- Oct., Nov., Dec. 2018 rates

TOTAL BILL:

$289.05

$304.05

$202.45

$211.45

Customer with billing date of 2/28/19- Dec. billed 2018 rates & Jan., Feb. billed 2019 rates

2018

2019

2018

2019

Customer with billing date of 3/31/19 and on- all months billed at 2019 rates

30 Th

30 Th

30 Th

30 Th

Gallons

Gallons

Gallons

Gallons

Berea Water

$143.40

$143.40

$128.95

$128.95

Berea Sewer

$39.90

$39.90

$35.70

$35.70

Berea Meter Fee

$6.00

$6.00

$6.00

$6.00

NEORSD Sewer $358.50

$380.10

$215.40

$228.95

NEORSD Base

$14.85

$19.05

$8.85

$11.40

TOTAL BILL:

$562.65

$588.45

$394.90

$410.35

Customer with billing date of 1/31/19- Nov., Dec. 2018 rates & Jan. billed 2019 rates

The Berea Garden Club
Annual Greens Sale
Saturday, Dec. 1
Sunday, Dec. 2
&
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
12 - 3 p.m.
Mahler Museum
118 E. Bridge St., Berea
The greens sale will include a selection of large and small tabletop arrangements, swags,
wreaths and loose materials freshly cut from our member’s gardens. Please help our club
support the scholarship fundraising committee in their efforts to provide funds to a worthy
Berea-Midpark student.

Contact: Sandy Battaglia at (440) 539-9327
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At the Library
BW offers holiday concerts

The Baldwin Wallace University Conservatory of
Music and the Community Music School are offering a series of vocal and instrumental holiday concerts. Some require reservations and tickets. For
tickets, go to www.bw.edu/tickets. Here is the
schedule.
Community Music School - Men's Chorus Holiday Concert: Frank Bianchi, conductor. Performing holiday favorites with brass, percussion, organ
and piano. For tickets, go to bw.edu/tickets. 4 &
7:30 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 1, Gamble Auditorium,
Kulas Musical Arts Building, 96 Front St.
Conservatory Holiday Concert: Conservatory
students present music of the season. Sponsored
by the Friends of the Conservatory. For tickets, go
to bw.edu/tickets. 3 p.m., Sunday, December 2,
Gamble Auditorium, Kulas Musical Arts Building, 96 Front St.
These free Community Music School concerts will
be in Gamble Auditorium, Kulas Musical Arts
Building, 96 Front St. unless otherwise noted. For
more information, visit www.bw.edu/communitymusic-school or call (440) 826-2365. Community
Music School - New Horizons Band: 7 p.m.,
Wednesday, Dec. 5.
Community Music School - New Horizons Orchestra: 7 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 6.
Community Music School - Women's Chorus:
Jordan Saul, conductor. Performing a variety of
chorale literature for the female voice, including
classic and contemporary choral masterworks as
well as Broadway and pop. 6 p.m., Saturday, Dec.
8.
Community Music School - Youth Orchestra:
Featuring the Prelude and Intermezzo Orchestra. 1
p.m., Sunday, Dec. 9.
Community Music School - Youth Orchestra:
Featuring the Concertino and Philharmonic Orchestra. 3 p. m., Sunday, Dec. 9.
Community Music School -Suzuki Solo Recitals: Suzuki Center students perform solos showcasing the semester’s progress. Fynette Kulas Music Hall, Boesel Musical Arts Center, 49 Seminary
St. 7 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 13.

Other BW programs in December are:
10-Minute Play Festival: Short plays directed by
BW students. Event is free. Entrance tickets required. 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 4, Black Box
Theatre, Kleist Center for Art & Drama, 95 E.
Bagley Rd.
Fall Voice Performance Workshop Production:
Scott Skiba, director. Voice and opera students
present fully staged work including devised opera
theater, opera scenes and favorite songs and arias.
7 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 6, Fynette Kulas Music
Hall, Boesel Musical Arts Center, 49 Seminary
St.

Puppet show features
Goldilocks and Rumpelstiltskin

Youngsters 3 and older with caregivers can enjoy a
puppet storytime on Dec. 15 with the Great Lakes
National Puppet Theatre. “Goldilocks and the Three
Bears” and “Rumpelstiltskin” will be presented
from 2-3 p.m. Registration is required for all children
and
their
caregivers.
Visit
www.cuyahogalibrary.org or call (440) 234-5475.
Reservations are requested for all programs except
weekly children’s story times. Visit cuyahogalibrary.org or call (440) 234-5475. Other programs
at the Berea Branch during December are:

FOR ADULTS

Creative Gift Wrapping: Holiday Papercraft.
Learn creative gift-wrapping techniques to use for
the holidays and throughout the year in this handson program. Materials provided. Sponsored by the
Friends of the Berea Library. Registration required.
6:30-8:30 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 6 OR 2-4 p.m.,
Friday, Dec. 7.
Recorder Consort West: This 14-member recorder
group under the direction of Andrea E. Ball will perform festive music of the season. 2 p.m., Saturday,
Dec. 8.

FOR TWEENS and TEENS

Teen Leaders (Grades 6-12) : The library is looking for teens interested in making the world a better
place. Bring your great ideas! Every meeting we'll
be planning for future projects and crafting for
good. 3:30 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 12.
STEAM Team: LED Art (Grades 4-8) Want to
light up your artwork? Get ready to create your own
art with LEDs and simple circuits. Registration required. 7 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 18.

Holiday String Art (Grades 6-12): Create a string
art masterpiece. Keep for yourself or give as a gift.
All supplies provided. Registration required. 6:30-8
p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 19.

FOR CHILDREN

Weekly Children’s Storytimes resume Wednesday,
Jan. 2. Call (440) 234-5475 or visit
www.cuyahogalibrary.org for specific times and
ages. Programs are available for children from
birth through age 5 as well as children of school
age. Registration is not required for weekly storytimes.
Noon Year’s Eve Celebration (Ages 2 and up with
a caregiver) : Families are welcome to celebrate the
New Year early with a giant dance party. Ring in
2019 with music, a ball drop and a countdown at
noon. Registration is required for all attending—
children and caregivers. 11 a.m. to Noon, Saturday, Dec. 29.

January Preview

Young Explorers: Fractured Fairytale - Students
in grades K-5 and their caregivers will enjoy the
traditional story of Hansel and Gretel as well as
some versions told with a twist. Students and caregivers will explore basic engineering principles as
they construct their own “gingerbread house.” Registration required. 7-8 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 3 OR
10-11 a.m., Friday, Jan. 4.
Learn Basic Spanish – 3 week series: Learn Spanish in this introductory language course, designed
for English speakers. Alia Almashni will teach you
the basics of Spanish, including common phrases
and vocabulary and basic use of verbs. 7-8:30 p.m.,
Mondays, Jan. 7, Jan. 14, Jan. 21.

Lady veterans honored by American Legion Auxiliary
Women who serve in the military are often
called “the forgotten veterans.”
Women vets face the same issues as do the men
plus a few extras such as sexual harassment and
discrimination.
The service of military women is not forgotten
by American Legion Post 91’s Auxiliary, however. Each year, the auxiliary hosts a special
luncheon for lady vets in honor of Veterans’
Day. This year, the recognition lunch was at
Amici’s restaurant in North Royalton on Nov.
18 where the lady vets were feted with plenty of
Italian cuisine and gift bags filled with kitchen
supplies, stationary, pens, homemade cookies
and cranberry pecan bread.
Also attending the lunch was Chaplain Willie
Springer of Berea’s Veterans Outreach Office.
Springer presented the veterans with special pins
recognizing their service and with cards bearing
stars cut from U.S. Flags. The cards thank veterans for their service and remind them that they

Chaplain Willie Springer, top row, presented veterans
pins to women veterans, front row, from the left, Rose
Park, Navy, Annette Labanc, Navy; 2nd row, Consolina
Templeman, Marine Corps, Linda Kramer, Air Force;
back row, Capt. Christina Majewski, active duty Army,
and Ginger Sipos, Air Force.

will never be forgotten.
Springer said he was “honored to be able to present you with these pins.” He said he hoped the
Outreach Office and the Legion could work
closely to ensure that women veterans are recognized and receive the support they deserve.

Community Events
Dec. 1: JACK FROST FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS.
Dec. 1: Berea Historical Society. Grindstone Knitters Guild Craft Show & Berea Garden Club Greens
Sale, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Mahler Museum, 118 E.
Bridge St.
Dec. 2: Kiwanis Pancake & Sausage Festival. 8
a.m. to 2 p.m., Berea-Midpark High School. All you
can eat, $7.
Dec. 2: Chanukah begins at sundown.
Dec. 4: Cuyahoga County Progressive Caucus –
Berea. 7 p.m., Berea Branch Library meeting room.
Dec. 5: Berea Chamber of Commerce: Holiday
Cheer Happy Hour, 5-7 p.m., Suds Maguire’s, 1270
E. Bagley Road. Free. Cash Bar.
Dec. 6: Safe Passages Family Support Group. 6:30
p.m., Elks Hall, 626 N. Rocky River Drive.
Dec. 6: Quarry Quilters. 6 p.m., Berea Branch Library.
Dec. 7: Pearl Harbor Day.
Dec. 8: Breakfast with Santa. 8-10 a.m., Applebee’s, 771 Southpark Center, Strongsville. Sponsored by Maryssa’s Mission Foundation. Tickets $10
at www.maryssasmission.org.
Dec. 8: Baldwin Wallace University Fall Commencement. 2 p.m., Urprung Gymnasium, Lou Higgins Recreation Center, 136 E. Bagley Road. Speaker is Cleveland Indians broadcaster Matt Underwood,
BW ’90. Program details at www.edu/
commencement.
Dec. 9: Berea Historical Society. 2-4 p.m., Annual
Victorian Christmas Tea, Mahler Museum, 118 E.
Bridge St. Free.
Dec. 11: Berea-Midpark High School. Holiday Orchestra Concert. 7 p.m.

Dec. 12: Grindstone Elementary School. Thirdgrade music program. 7 p.m.
Dec. 13: Berea-Midpark High School. Holiday
Band Concert. 7 p.m.
Dec. 13: Academy of St. Adalbert Christmas Musical. “Camel Lot,” 7 p.m., Keller Center, 56 Adalbert St. Performed by students in kindergarten
through 8th grade. Free.
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THANK YOU 2018 EVENT SPONSORS!

Dec. 15: Breakfast with Santa & Mrs. Claus. 9
a.m. to noon, St. Adalbert Church, Keller Center, 56
Adalbert St. $5 per person, all-you-can-eat pancakes
& sausage. Face-painting, ornament-making, photos,
Santa Shop.
Dec. 18: Berea-Midpark High School. Holiday
Choir Concert. 7 p.m.
Dec. 18: Grindstone Knitters’ Guild. 7 p.m., Mahler Museum, 118 E. Bridge St.
Dec. 19: Millstream Quilters. 1 p.m., Berea Branch
Library. Meets the third Wednesday of the month.
Dec. 20: Berea Historical Society. Last day museum will be open until 2019. Extended holiday shopping hours at Gift Shop: 2-4 p.m. Dec. 21, 22, 28 &
29.
Dec. 20: Safe Passages Family Support Group.
6:30 p.m., Elks Hall, 626 N. Rocky River Drive.
Dec. 21: Bulk Trash Pickup Day.
Dec. 21-Jan. 2: BW offices closed.
Dec. 24: Christmas Eve. City offices closed.
Dec. 24-Jan. 4: Winter Break. Berea City School
District.
Dec. 25: CHRISTMAS.
Dec. 29: Curbside Trash Pickup. Delayed because
of Christmas holiday.

If you are interested in becoming a 2019 event
sponsor please contact Megan Pochatek at (440)
274-5608 or mpochatek@cityofberea.org

Free!
Fun for the whole family!
Contact
Megan Pochatek at
(440) 274-5608 or
mpochatek@cityofberea.org

Parade kick-off: 5:30 p.m.

Visit with Santa

Tree lighting ceremony

Cookies & Hot Cocoa

Fireworks

Skating rink

Christmas carolers

Ice Sculpture Demo

Inflatables

