
 

 

 

Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem 
 

Berea has been named a Tree 
City USA for many years, and 
we continue to promote land-
scaping and the planting of 
trees throughout the City.  
 
Recently, City Council ap-
proved an updated tree lawn 
tree planting reimbursement 
program for residents. Our 
Service Department each year 
conducts an Arbor Day pro-
gram. The Service Department 
also has a special landscaping 
unit to ensure that public spac-
es are well cared for. The 

Cityôs Shade Tree Commission has been updated and ex-
panded, and the Commission members have spent count-
less hours putting together lists of trees that are not appro-
priate for tree lawns and trees that are beneficial. 
 
I am very proud to announce that Berea has been awarded 
a grant for $63,512 to continue that good work. This pro-
ject, which includes a tree master plan and tree replace-
ment, is supported in part by the residents of Cuyahoga 
County through a public grant from the Healthy Urban 
Tree Canopy Grant Program. 
 
The tree master plan will include a survey of trees 
throughout the City. It will count the number of trees, 
catalog the types of trees and their locations so that we 
can plan for the future. 
 
The Barberry, Woodlawn, Maple and Fourth area under 
went a major road reconstruction project last year. The $5 
million project replaced water lines, rehabbed sanitary and 
sewer lines and completely reconstructed the roadway. 
Trees had to be removed to accomplish all this. The grant 
will enable the City to restore tree lawns and plant new, 
health saplings. 
 
Many thanks go to Tony Armagno, City Service Director/
Engineer, and his staff for putting together the grant and 
shepherding it through the approval process. We also are 
grateful to the Shade Tree Commission for its hard work 
researching the many details necessary to compile data on 
the many tree varieties, diseases, root systems and history 
so that Berea can have a comprehensive tree program. 
 
Berea is an attractive community with its numerous green 
spaces and parks. This grant will help us keep it that way. 
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Earth-moving equipment, chain link fencing and empty 
spaces where businesses once stood. Thatôs the picture at 
West Valley Plaza lately. 
 

All the hubbub is prelude to the construction of a Chipotle 
restaurant. To make way for the free-standing, 2,325-
square-foot building, several shops next to Karenôs Hall-
mark were razed. Gone are the Upper Deck, which was 
renamed Grindstone before going out of business; My 
Personal Trainer, Subway and Super Cuts. Subway and 
Super Cuts have moved elsewhere in the Plaza. 
 

The new Chipotle, which is scheduled to open before the 
end of the year, will be adjacent to Karenôs Hallmark. The 
Karenôs Hallmark wall that used to be attached to the other 
businesses will be rebuilt as an exterior wall. 
 

Chipotle will feature drive-through service. To access the 
drive-through, patrons will enter through the new drive-
way next to Karenôs, then loop around to the back of the 
restaurant. The drive-through is app based. There is no 
speaker at which to place orders.  
 

Chipotle plans space for 14 vehicles at the pickup win-

 

dow. Matt Madzy, devel-
opment director for the 
City, said the drive-
through will not affect the 
access road to the rear of 
the plaza. Drivers will still 
be able to drive the length 
of the plaza behind the 
stores.  The access road is 
wide enough to accom-
modate both. 
 

Chipotle will offer patio 
seating as well as in-store seating. 
 

The Berea Planning Commission approved conditional use 
for the restaurant with the drive-through, architectural de-
sign modifications, buffer yard modifications, building 
foundation landscaping modifications and the site plan ear-
lier this year. 
 

Marcôs remains the anchor for the shopping plaza. In the 
meantime, parking spaces may be limited at that east end of 
the plaza while construction is under way.  

Changes under way at West Valley Plaza 

The area next to Karenôs Hallmark at 
West Valley Plaza is being prepared 
for a new Chipotle restaurant. 
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