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Newsletter
Message from Mayor Cyril Kleem

Berea’s Grindstone Festival
and the Live at the Lake concerts were back in full swing
this summer.
To top off the season, The
Bottom Line Band will perform on Aug. 26 at Coe Lake
Park. The band plays a mix of
music from traditional to rock.
Then we can look forward to
Harvest Fest in October and
the Light Up Berea Parade in
December.

All of this is made possible by
the incredible generosity of
our donors and supporters. This year, they contributed
more than $100,000 to fund our music, movies and festivals for Berea families. That’s a record-high amount for
our event fundraising campaign.
Donations ranged from a couple of dollars from kids and
families to thousands of dollars from organizations and
corporations.
Thank you. Whether you supported Berea by donating
money or by attending some of our events, you are fine
examples of what community really means. I have often
said that the key portion of the word community is
“unity.” A city is brick and mortar. A community is people. You have proven that Berea is a community whose
people care for each other and the place we call home.

Municipal pool dedicated to Dave Tressel
The City renamed the outdoor municipal pool in memory
of beloved swimming coach Dave Tressel with a hundred
of Dave’s family and friends on hand to celebrate and remember their friend.
The ceremony on July 2 included unveiling a brass plaque
at the entrance to the pool and a sandstone welcoming sign
engraved with Dave Tressel Memorial Pool.
Dave passed away on Feb. 11. He was an award-winning
swimmer and coach for the Berea Recreation Department,
the Berea Schools and Baldwin Wallace University.
In his opening remarks, Mayor Cyril Kleem said he recalled an old Gatorade commercial that featured basketball
star Michael Jordan, urging customers to be strong and
healthy. “Be like Mike” was the tagline.
“I thought of Dave,” the Mayor said. “I want to be like
Dave. There is so much anger, hostility and negativity in
the world. Dave was the exact opposite. He was kind and
so soft-spoken.”
“In a world with so many problems, it would be a better
place if more people were like Dave.”
Also speaking was Consolina Templeman, a retired City
employee who worked with Dave at the Rec Center. They
met 49 years ago at City Hall and later volunteered at the
Berea Historical Society.

“If you look in the dictionary under kind, helpful and
friend, you’ll see Dave’s picture,” she said.
Dennis Kushlak, president of the Historical Society, is a
retired teacher who coached Dave on the Berea High
School football team. “He was this undersized and aggressive kid,” Kushlak recalled. Two years later, Dave ended up
being captain of the team.
He often credited his parents, Lee and Eloise Tressel for his
volunteerism and love of community. Lee Tressel was the
long-time BW football coach and Eloise Tressel was a
community volunteer and the backbone of the Historical
Society. Like them, Dave received the Grindstone Award as
an outstanding citizen.
“Dave honored his mother by giving back to Berea and BW
and most of all to the children,” Kushlak said. “Naming the
pool after Dave Tressel is a tribute to his legacy. He spent
50 years of his life teaching kids how to compete and how
to be good citizens.”
Dave’s daughter, Julie Kadri, said one of her father’s passions may have been swimming but the other was family.
“His first team was his family,” she said, “and we are all
part of his community team.”
Family members on hand for the unveiling were Julie and
her sons Robbie and Sammy, son Mark, and their mother
Sharon Tressel, and brother Jim Tressel. Brother Dick Tressel was in Wisconsin and unable to attend.

It has been a dream of mine since I graduated from college and started working for the City to harness this community’s potential. Coe Lake was a priority. Did you
know that Coe Lake used to be the city dump? Back in
the 1940s and ‘50s, residents would toss their trash into
what used to be part of the sandstone quarries. The Corps
of Engineers changed that. The lake was dredged and part
of the dump filled in.
We have transformed that area into a family-oriented entertainment spot. It is clean and safe, newly expanded and
a very attractive location for fishing and picnicking, dogwalking and nature hikes, as well as weddings in the gazebo and prom photos by the lake.
It also has been an economic boost for our downtown
businesses.
I am very proud of Berea. I hope you are, too.

The Tressel Family unveils a plaque on the wall of
the municipal pool detailing Dave Tressel’s life and
naming the pool in his honor.

The Tressel Family is joined by members of the Titans
Swim Team, which Dave Tressel coached, to dedicate the
new Dave Tressel Memorial Pool’s sandstone marker.

Members of the Titans Swim Team sport
special shirts with DT for Dave Tressel
embroidered on the sleeves. From the left
are coaches Aubrey Syron and Chelsea
Simpson, parent Kerry Carney and swimmer
Teagan Carney, 10.
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Food pantries and
meal distribution
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Tri-City Bark Park is tail-wagging success
add a pavilion, a shelter and other
amenities.

Berea Community Outreach Pantry, 535 Wyleswood
Drive, (440) 826-4891, nguzzo@cityofberea.org. Driveup service only. Open 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursdays.
SCAN Hunger Center Pantry, 398 W. Bagley Road,
Williamsport Plaza, (440) 260-7226. Open 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. on the second Friday of the month and 4-7 p.m. on
the fourth Friday.
People’s Community Church pantry, 628 Wesley
Drive, (440) 234-0609. Open 10 a.m. to noon on the third
Saturday of the month.
Second Mile Outreach Pantry, 1480 Bagley Road, (440)
239-0549. Open noon to 2 p.m. on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday.
Bread Ministry, Berea United Methodist Church, 170
Seminary St., (440) 234-3525. Bread and pastries only.
Noon – 2 p.m., Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday.
Go to church addition on north side of church off Seminary. Pantry is through double brown doors.
Rise in Love, free hot meal on the third Sunday of the
month, 2-4 p.m., Keller Center, St. Adalbert Catholic
Church, 66 Adalbert St., Eat-in or Carry-Out. Next meal
is Aug. 21.
Free Community Meals. St. Paul Lutheran Church, 276
E. Bagley Road, served twice a month, 5-6 p.m., on the
second Wednesday and last Wednesday of the month.
Drive-up only. Next meals are Aug. 10 and Aug.31.
Mobile Food Pantry. Brook Park Branch Library, 6155
Engle Road, 2-3:30 p.m., Aug. 24 in collaboration with
the Greater Cleveland Food Bank.
Free Lunch for Kids. Brook Park Branch Library, 6155
Engle Road, 3:30-4:30 p. m. Monday – Friday through
Aug. 12. Students must be 18 or younger. In collaboration
with the Greater Cleveland Food Bank.
Feed the Kids Summer Program. Sponsored by Berea
Area Ministers, 5-7 p.m. on every Monday through Aug.
15, Smith School, 535 Wyleswood Drive. Drive-up. Each
bag contains three days of breakfast, lunch, dinner, snacks
& juice boxes.
Pet Food Pantry, Animal Rescue Friends, 10015 E. River Road, Columbia Station, 10 a.m. to noon every Sunday.
Contact (440) 234-2034 or arfpetpantry@gmail.com for
more information.
There also are Little Free Pantries located near People’s
Community Church and the Berea Branch Library. The
Prospect Pantry is at the corner of Prospect Street and
Jacqueline Drive. St. Paul Lutheran Church has a food
donation box located near the side door. Non-perishable
items only please.

Free Square Dance Lessons
Mondays Sept. 12, 19 & 26
7-9 p.m.
St. Paul Lutheran Church
276 Bagley Road
All ages 12+
Call Diane, (440) 779-8379 or
Brenda, (216) 281-3958
solosquaredanceclub@outlook.com

The Monthly Berean is published monthly by the City of Berea
and is distributed to residents, organizations and businesses in
Berea.
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To submit information, contact:
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Cutting the ribbon marking the official opening of the Tri-City Bark
Park are Berea Mayor Cyril Kleem, left, with Middleburg Heights
Mayor Matt Castelli and Brook Park Mayor Edward Orcutt.

The Tri-City Bark Park officially opened on July 14 with a
ribbon-cutting ceremony, free treats for pups and a
demonstration by Berea’s K-9 Officer Vader.
The Bark Park is a joint venture by the cities of Berea,
Brook Park and Middleburg Heights. Each city contributed $35,000 in start-up costs. A fundraiser earlier this year
raised money for incidentals, like T-shirts for volunteers.
The Bark Park is located at 18825 Sheldon Road in Middleburg Heights, just down the street from TEAMZ restaurant. It is the site of the former Middleburg Heights
water treatment plant.
Tim Ali, Middleburg Heights councilman who spearheaded a campaign to start the park, said the project was
20 years in the making.
“We spoke to Brook Park
and then Berea and the
mayors were all for it,” he
said. “It was cooperative
leadership” among mayors,
city councils and supporters, he said.
K-9 Officer Vader and Berea Police Officer Dennis Bort demonstrate how to neutralize a threat.

In the future, Ali said he
hoped the Bark Park could

Berea Mayor Cyril Kleem, Middleburg Heights Mayor Matt Castelli and Brook Park Mayor Edward Orcutt cut the ribbon to
officially open the park and big
and little dogs rushed in to enjoy
water fountains, fire plugs and
plenty of grassy areas to run and
play and make new canine
friends.
There are two areas – a large
23,220-foot fenced space for
large dogs and a 5,000-square- Guy Turner, wife Erin and
daughter Genesis brought
foot space for small dogs.
their pit bull mix Peach to

Only pets from the three com- the new Bark Park. Turner
of the Bark
munities are welcome to use the is president
Park Committee.
park.
Dogs were treated to free Frosty Paws – small cups of
yogurt, peanut butter and honey. Humans could purchase
snacks from the Sips n Such food truck.
Vader, Berea’s K-9 Officer, and his handler Officer Dennis Bort gave everyone, including the dogs, an attack
demonstration in a safe area clear of other people and animals. Vader lunged at a well-padded “bad guy” and neutralized the “threat.”
Guy Turner, Mayor Kleem’s assistant and president of the
Bark Park Committee, brought his family and Peach, an 8year-old pit bull mix, who instantly raced around the park
and then cooled off under a picnic table. “It was a great
first day,” Turner said.

Students learn hands-on history lessons
As Berea-Midpark High School students studied vintage
newspapers, gazed at railroad memorabilia and rummaged
through the basement of the Berea Historical Society, they
learned some hands-on history lessons.
They learned that their hometown has changed a lot since
its founding in 1836. Student Owen Karpinski said finding
information about the schools “has been challenging.
Some buildings I can’t find anything at all.”
Karpinski of Berea is working on a project to trace the
history of each building in the Berea City School District
and find photos or drawings of each. In fact, each member
of his sophomore AP History class taught by William
Boone has selected a special project. The class toured the
Historical Society to gain insight and perhaps some information to help with their projects.
Boone said the results of the students’ research would be
entered into a digital kiosk at the school to preserve the
history of Berea and Midpark High Schools. The tour was
funded by an Education Foundation Enrichment Grant.
One of the stops on the tour was the research room where
Boone had laid out the front pages of local vintage newspapers. “I want you to look at each paper and find the national historical events we’ve been studying,” he told the
students.
The kids discovered that the Berea Enterprise of Dec. 12,
1941, covered local reaction to the bombing of Pearl Harbor. Likewise, the Berea News in November 1963 covered
the assassination of President John F. Kennedy and an
issue in 1970 had stories on Vietnam War protests by
Baldwin-Wallace College students.
Boone also urged the 30 sophomores to access the extensive yearbook collection at the society.
Retired Berea High teacher Gary Croy guided the students
through the society’s current exhibit on Railroads Through
Berea. They also viewed the permanent display of Gray’s
Candy Kitchen and a graphic explaining how the Berea
Braves image and logo evolved.
Karen White led the tour through the Mahler Museum
where students could see how families lived in the 19th
century. They learned that the fireplace was ordered from

Looking through vintage newspapers at the Berea Historical Society
are Berea-Midpark High School sophomores, from the left, Alex Oskowski, Kyra Smyth, Isabel Scaife, Naji Habre, Dareryle Jones and
Malik Hussein.

a Sears catalog, that dolls came with ceramic heads and
beds were often supported by ropes. They had fun with a
stereopticon – a device that turned photos into the 3D images.
In the museum basement, retired teacher David Thurau
showed the class tools used in the sandstone quarries,
which used to dot the Berea area. They saw old dental
equipment including a drill powered by a foot pedal and a
vintage washing machine.
“This is a sampling of life from years ago,” Thurau told
the students.
Student projects run the gamut from the Tree of
Knowledge sculpture and the history of school baseball
and soccer teams to the history of National Honor Society
and the Marching Band.
Simran Hundal of Brook Park and Jordyn Maddox of Berea are researching cheerleading squads at both Berea and
Midpark. “We’re finding most of that information online,”
Hundal said. Both said they appreciated the opportunity to
tour the museum. Both are cheerleaders at school.
Seid Hussein is working on the history of school basketball teams from the 1980s. “I’m researching yearbooks for
most of the information,” he said.
Karpinski remains hard at work on school buildings. He is
looking for details like square footage, year they were
opened and closed. “Some information is just not available,” he said, “especially of Loomis School.” So, if anyone has photos or other information about Loomis, please
contact the Berea Historical Society, bereahistory@att.net
or (440) 243-2541.
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At the Library
Former TV anchor introduces his latest book

Former Channel 5 news anchor Jack Marschall will share
selections from his newest book, “From the Heart,” a
compilation of short stories and poems. Books will be
available for purchase and signing. 7 p.m., Thursday,
Aug. 4.
Other programs at the Berea Branch Library in August
include:
The Future of the Cleveland Cultural GardensVIRTUAL: The Cleveland Cultural Gardens have a rich
and colorful history. But what's happening now in the
Gardens? Which cultures are joining the Gardens? How
does that happen? What will they look like in the future?
The Cleveland Cultural Gardens Federation's executive
director, Lori Ashyk, will answer these questions and
yours. This program is via Zoom. 7 p.m., Wednesday,
Aug. 10.
Cleveland’s Rock N Roll Music Venues: Author Deanna
Adams presents a fun, interactive presentation honoring
Cleveland’s most popular rock and roll venues and the
musicians who played there - from yesterday to today.
Deanna Adams is a freelance writer, author of both fiction
and nonfiction works, and a writing instructor. 7 p.m.,
Tuesday, Aug. 16.
The History of Berea High: Friends of the Berea Branch
Library host a presentation by retired teacher Gary Croy
of the Berea Historical Society. Berea’s original high
school was housed in Union School until 1927 when the
"million dollar school" was built on the corner of Bagley
and Eastland roads Learn about additions, awards, athletics, mascot changes, the "Tree of Knowledge," the closing
of Berea High with the merger of the two high schools,
and more. Registration required. 7 p.m., Monday, Aug.
22.
Wednesday Afternoon Book Discussion: A discussion
of “Hamnet” by Maggie O'Farrell. Books will be available
at the check-out desk one month before the discussion.
Registration Required. 2 p.m., Wednesday, Aug. 24.

FOR TWEENS & TEENS

DIY School Supplies: Give your school supplies a personal touch. Make locker magnets, add your art to a canvas pouch, decorate supplies with duct tape and more!
Registration required. 7 p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 9.

FOR CHILDREN

Creative Kids: Stop Motion Animation (Grades 1-6)
Learn about the history of stop animation and create your
own animated short film! 2 p.m., Tuesday, Aug. 2.
Music and Movement (Ages 19 months – 5 years with a
caregiver) A high-energy session of music and movement
using shakers, bean bags, scarves and more. 3:30 p.m.,
Monday, Aug. 8.
STEAM Quest: Sensational Space! (Grades 1-6) Stars,
comets, meteoroids– the skies are filled with incredible
sights! Explore some of the many wonders of our Solar
System through hands-on activities. 2 p.m., Wednesday,
Aug. 10.
Let’s Explore Nature Together! (Ages 2-6 with a caregiver) Join us at the pavilion at Coe Lake for a morning of
nature fun. We'll hear stories, make crafts, go on a scavenger hunt, and learn about the animals that call Coe Lake
home. In case of inclement weather, this event will be held
inside the Berea Branch Library. 10:30 a.m., Friday, Aug.
12.

SEPTEMBER PREVIEW

1971 Berea, A Time of Transition: History versus Progress: Berea has faced many challenges and changes since
1836, but the urban renewal of 1971 changed the face and
flavor of the town more than any other time since the development of the quarries. Presented by local genealogist
and historical researcher Wendy Warner. 7 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 7.
Writing Life’s Stories: Memoir Writing - Let us work
on discovering the vivid stories that make up our lives.
Each session of this six-week memoir class includes writing basics, writing exercises, voluntary read-alouds, and
homework. We will shake loose all sorts of story ideas,
advance our skills, and gain insight by listening to one
another's work. Presented by author and editor, Laura
Grace Weldon. Registration required. 2-4 p.m., Fridays,
Sept. 9 – Oct. 14.
All Cuyahoga County Public Library branch hours are:
9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday – Thursday
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Friday – Saturday
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday
Please contact the Berea Branch Library at (440) 2345475 for the latest information on programs, hours, and
status of services. REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
FOR ALL PROGRAMS.

HEALTHY HOUSING TIPS

5 questions about exterior maintenance

The Exterior Maintenance and Code Enforcement Office
receives phone calls and emails daily from residents with
questions and concerns.
Here are the top five summertime issues. These also are
issues noticed by code enforcement officers as they drive
through neighborhoods.
Trash Cans. By City ordinance, trash and recycling containers should be placed at curbside no earlier than 4:30
p.m. the day before pickup. The cans should be stored by
10 a.m. the day following pickup. Certain holidays will
delay pickup by a day. For example, Labor Day is Monday, Sept. 5, so pickup will be delayed by one day that
week.
Kimble requires that mattresses and upholstered furniture
be wrapped in plastic before drivers will do a bulk pickup.
The plastic wrap or sheeting can be purchased at hardware
stores. Plastic protects the furniture from rain. Rainsoaked mattresses and sofas are extremely heavy and hard
to handle. There also are health and safety concerns.
Weeds. While cutting your grass, make sure you remove
the weeds. Weeds can be an unsightly nuisance in landscape/planting beds, in and around trees and shrubs, along
fences, in driveway or sidewalk cracks.
Debris in yard. Old tires, toys or unwanted household
items stored in the backyard are unsightly and can attract

wild animals. Kiddie pools and tires retain rain water,
which is a breeding ground for mosquitoes. If you need a
large bin to remove these items, you must obtain a permit
first. Call the Berea Service Department at (440) 8265816. Do not place tires at curbside for pickup. Kimble
does not accept tires. Take old tires to a commercial tire
dealer for recycling. Or, the City Service Department will
accept automobile tires during its Hazardous Waste
Roundup in October.
Brush & Tree Limbs. The Service Department will collect piles of brush and tree limbs. Call the department at
(440) 826-5816 to schedule a pickup. Don’t burn the
brush without checking with the fire department. Bonfires,
etc. must be OK’d by the fire department. Call the Berea
Fire Department non-emergency number at (440) 8265880 with questions.
Parking vehicles off the driveway. All vehicles must be
parked on a hard surface not on a grassy area. Using gravel to extend or widen your existing driveway is not an
approved use. Cars, trucks, RVs, campers, trailers and
boats should be parked on asphalt or concrete or stored off
site.
For questions or concerns, contact James Brown at the
Exterior Maintenance Office, (216) 217-4223 or email
jbrown@cityofberea.org. or Waleska Fuentes at
wfuentes@cityofberea.org.

NEWS BRIEFS

Browns to paint name on roof of facility

The Berea Planning Commission on July 7 OK’d the
Cleveland Browns’ plan to paint its logo and the name of
a sponsor on the roof of the training facility on Lou Groza
Boulevard. Matt Srodek, facilities manager, said the sign
will include the Browns signature helmet and the facility’s new official name – Crosscountry Mortgage Campus.
Srodek said the team sold naming rights to the facility to
Crosscountry Mortgage more than a year ago. He said the
team replaced the roof and now is ready to apply the sign.
He said the 286-foot by 34-foot sign is designed to enhance aerial media coverage and will have minimal visibility from the ground.

Council opposes state proposal
to restrict city laws

City Council has unanimously passed a resolution opposing state H.B. 563, which would prohibit municipalities
from regulating short-term lease properties. If passed by
the Ohio House and Senate, the legislation would prohibit
cities from adopting or enforcing regulations or restrictions on short-term rental properties, the number and
the duration or frequency of rental periods. Council said
the proposal violates the state Constitution, which gives
cities such as Berea Home Rule Authority or local control
over community regulations. The resolution was forwarded to state representatives and senators.

City Council in recess for summer

Berea City Council is in recess for the summer. The next
regularly scheduled council meeting will be Tuesday,
Sept. 6 at 7:30 p.m. in City Council chambers at City
Hall, 11 Berea Commons. The last council meeting was
June 21.

2022 Lou Groza
Charity Golf Event
Thursday, Sept. 8, 2022
Bunker Hill Golf Course

Golf with Cleveland Browns Alumni Players!
Golfers

7:30 a.m.- Registration
8:30 a.m.- 18 Holes & Cart ~ Skins
1:30 p.m. - Dinner ~ Awards

Dinner only Guests

1:00 p.m. Doors Open ~ Beverages
1:30 p.m. Dinner ~ Music
$110 per golfer or $40 for dinner only
if paid by September 1
$125 and $45 (dinner only) after September 1
Register online https://birdease.com/berearotary2022
or make checks payable to Bunker Hill Golf Course and
memo Berea Rotary
Mail to 3060 Pearl Rd., Medina OH 44256
Contact Chad Gibson: text 216-469-9241 or
chad@bunkerhillgc.com with questions
Supported by: 2022 Lou Groza Charity Golf Event
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TOM MADZY 5k &
DOG WALK
Sunday, Sept. 25

Roehm Athletic Complex
7220 Pleasant Ave., Berea
Free T-shirts for those registered by Sept. 20
$20 for 5k
$15 for 1-mile walk
Seven categories – post race refreshments – raffles
All proceeds go to the
Madzy Fund, which helps
pay the “sports participation
fee” for any student in any
sport in any school in the
Berea City School District
who cannot afford to pay the
fee.
Register at https://hermescleveland.us
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Veterans are winners at car show
Not only did the proceeds from the Classic Car Show on
Father’s Day benefit the Veterans Outreach Office but two
of the top winners were veterans themselves.
Downtown Berea was closed to traffic for the afternoon as
more than 400 vintage cars and one motorcycle lined
Front Street.
Winner of the Veterans Outreach Choice Award was Navy
vet Dennis MacKeown of Brunswick and his 1935 Ford
Cabriolet. He said the car was in “pristine condition.” It
has a Corvette engine. “I drive it around town,” MacKeown said, “not on the highway.”
“I loved cars all my life,” he said. He bought the Cabriolet
eight years ago after retiring from Lincoln Electric. He
also owns a 1969 Camaro and a 1970 Chevelle.

said he uses for storage, and a fake tommy gun in the back
seat. “I always wanted to own a gangster car,” he said.
“Me and my wife are Bonnie and Clyde,” referring to the
bank robbing duo of Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow of
the 1930s.
People’s Choice Award went to a 2020 Vanderhall Venice
roadster owned by Jim Fowler of Grafton. The one-seater
can be converted to two. Top speed is 160 mph. He topped
it out once, he said. “It scared me. I won’t do that again,”
Fowler said. He said he ordered the vehicle from a dealer
in Columbus – the only dealer in the region.
“Technically, it isn’t a car,” Fowler said. The Vanderhall
is a three-wheeled autocycle manufactured in Utah. “I
found it on the Internet,” he said.

MacKeown served from 1962-66 and was stationed at
Norfolk, Va., He was discharged as a boatswain’s mate.

The Mayor’s Choice Award went to a 1967 Pontiac Firebird owned by Paul Maxwell, who was not available for
comment.

Mike and Marlene Simon of Columbia Station won the
Army National Guard Choice Award for their 1932 Hupmobile. Mike is Marine Corps vet of Vietnam, where he
served with the 9th Marines from 1966-67 and earned a
Purple Heart.

Car show patrons could take part in a 50/50 and basket
raffles that included a car care kit, kid’s swimming pool,
Huffy Bike, a 22-inch TV, a Sandy Alomar autographed
baseball, a Browns golf bag and cornhole boards.

The Hupmobile is equipped with a sidecar, which Simon

Chaplain Willie Springer of the Veterans Outreach Office
called this year’s car show was “the best one ever” with
perfect 70-degree plus weather and good crowds.

ARF open house celebrates
pets, volunteers

When Berea Animal Rescue
opened its new shelter two years
ago, the pandemic was in full
swing. Visitors were limited.
There was no ribbon-cutting. No
ceremony.

That changed on June 25, when
ARF hosted an open house to
honor the many pets who have
found homes, to showcase dogs
and cats looking for a new pet
parent and to honor the 350 volunteers who keep the non-profit
Volunteer Mary Schuler
running.
cuddles with Dorie, who is
available for adoption at
“We wanted to thank everyone,”
the ARF shelter.
said Steve Crone, the ARF executive director. “We’re about people as well as pets.”
He said that in the week before the open house, ARF
adopted out 24 dogs. Others were placed with pet foster
parents to socialize them and teach them proper home
skills.
The open house offered a picnic with grilled hot dogs,
basket raffles, sales of ARF merchandise such as T-shirts
plus games for kids. Children were challenged to find
dozens of plastic eggs filled with prizes that were hidden
on the grounds.
In attendance was Berea Police Officer Nick Huskins of
the Community Engagement Unit. Berea Police take
strays to ARF until owners can be found or the animals
adopted.
Volunteers walked several pups through the grounds, giving the dogs some exercise and hoping to interest someone in an adoption. Laurie Juriff of Strongsville was
paired with Millie, a 6-month-old bull terrier/pit bull mix.
“Pit bulls are hard to adopt,” Juriff said. “They have a
reputation, but they are gentle. It’s more a human issue.”
Volunteer Mary Schuler of North Olmsted cuddled with
Dorie. “We have enrichment programs,” she said. “We
have children who read to the dogs. Some play with the
animals. It’s good to work the dogs’ brains.”
“The future is bright,” Crone said. “We want to enhance
health care and enrichment opportunities. We have room
to expand. Stay tuned.”
Berea Animal Rescue Friends shelter is located at 10015
E. River Road, Columbia Station. Call (440) 234-2034 or
visit www.bereaanimalrescue.com.

Marine Corps veteran Mike Simon
and his 1932 Hupmobile won the
Army National Guard Choice
Award.

This innovative 2020
Vanderhall won the
People’s Choice
Award.

This 1967 Pontiac Firebird
won the Mayor’s Choice
Award.

Dennis MacKeown’s
1935 Ford Cabriolet won
the Veterans Outreach
Choice Award.

Legion Auxiliary receives community service award
American Legion Post 91 Auxiliary received the state-wide
Spirit of Community Service Award during the Auxiliary
convention in Cincinnati.
Nancy Doutt, community service chair for the unit, said the
Auxiliary was recognized for mobilizing volunteers to help
Luna Marketing distribute thousands of T-shirts and sweatshirts honoring slain Police Officer Shane Bartek.
Bartek, a Cleveland officer and Berea High graduate, was
shot during a car-jacking on Dec. 31, 2021. As they have
done in the past when officers fell in the line of duty, Lisa
and Gene Zacharyasz of Luna Marketing prepared to make
and distribute T-shirts and sweatshirts to commemorate Bartek’s sacrifice.
The response was overwhelming with requests arriving from
throughout the country and Puerto Rico. Because of the pandemic, Luna was down to four employees. They couldn’t
keep up with the process of printing and mailing the shirts.
That’s when the Auxiliary stepped up to the plate. Lisa
Zacharyasz is a member of the Auxiliary and Doutt said they
wanted to support one of their own. The Auxiliary recruited
26 volunteers and coordinated efforts to unpack boxes, fold
shirts, package the orders and ship. They processed 3,374
shirts. Volunteers included not only Auxiliary members but
members of Bartek’s high school soccer team and their par-

ents, mothers of officers
who had attended the Police
Academy with Bartek, retired police officers and a
deputy sheriff and his wife.
Auxiliary members donated
sandwiches and cookies.
The Auxiliary donated 26
hours to the project, Doutt
said. The result – Unit 91’s
Nancy Doutt of American Legion
Auxiliary was named No. 1 Post
91 Auxiliary, center, presents
in the state for the Commuthe Spirit of Community Service
nity Service Award. There plaque to Lisa and Gene Zacharyasz.
are 359 Auxiliary units in
Ohio, Doutt said, “so this is special.”
“We didn’t know how we were going to get this done,” Gene
Zacharyasz said. “Then people just started showing up.”
“It all fell into place,” Lisa Zacharyasz said.
All proceeds from the sale of the shirts were donated to the
Shane Bartek Memorial Fund. So far, that total is more than
$34,000.
The Auxiliary presented the Spirit of Community Service
plaque to Luna Marketing to hang in the store.

Developer presents North End townhouse plan to council
A developer hoping to build townhouses on city-owned land
in the North End presented preliminary plans to Berea City
Council on July 20.
Council referred the project to the Berea Planning Commission, which will consider the plans at its meeting on Thursday, Aug. 4. That meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in City Council Chambers at City Hall, 11 Berea Commons
Gillian Hall, chief operating officer of Triban Investment
LLC, told Council that her company is an affiliate of Knez
Homes, which was selected by DMark Corp. to present its
plans. The City signed a Memorandum of Understanding
with DMark to develop the North End properties. She said
69, three-story townhomes are planned across 12 buildings on
the 5.7-acre site. Plans call for each unit to have a two-car

garage plus room in driveways for two additional vehicles.
With guest parking, there will be 315 parking spaces on site.
Jeff Markley of KHovnanian Companies, which is designing
the project, said the townhomes would appeal to young professionals and young families. He said the average price per
unit would in the $400,000 range.
Some Council members and North End residents voiced concerns about drainage and water runoff. There have been flooding issues in the area. Chris Schmidt, engineer on the project,
said plans were to take sanitary and storm runoff east to North
Rocky River Drive. City Engineer Tony Armagno advised that
going west to Front Street would be preferable. City code
requires that storm water runoff from the townhouses cannot
add to what is already draining from the property.
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Army Green Beret vets picnic in Berea
Veterans’ Corner is a monthly listing of activities and resources for
military veterans. Submit items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com.

Military dates to remember in August

Aug. 4, 1790: U.S. Coast Guard established.
Aug. 5, 1943: Women’s Air Force Service Pilots established.
Aug. 7: National Purple Heart Day
Aug. 14 1945: End of War with Japan announced.
Aug. 31, 2010: Iraqi Freedom ended.

American Legion Auxiliary
elects new officers

American Legion Post 91 Auxiliary has elected new officers for the 2022-23 year. Officers are Donella Kline, president; Nina Zdravecky, 1st vice president; Stacy Lehmann,
2nd vice president; Christine Della Penna, secretary; Nancy
Doutt, treasurer; Nicki Haire, chaplain; Jeanne Haas, sergeant-at-arms.

Army Special Forces, known as the Green Berets, may
have encountered more than their share of firefights in
foreign lands but on July 9 they and their families enjoyed
a picnic in Berea.
The veterans are part of the Special Forces Association
Ohio Chapter 35 based in Greater Cleveland. President is
Vietnam vet Jim Cole, retired president of No-Shok of
Berea.
Cole said Special Forces vets are truly a Band of Brothers.
“When we lose one of our own, we lose a part of ourselves,” he said.
Cole returned from Southeast Asia in July 1965 with three
goals – go to school, get a job and make money. He attended Baldwin Wallace University “to teach me how to
make money.” Next, he got a job at National City Bank
with side job at Arby’s “to make money.”

Lady vets invited to lunch

“I had no idea that after all that I’d own a company on
Bagley Road in Berea,” he said.

Women veterans conference set for Aug. 6

Chapter 35 has 43 members, he said. They meet for field
days and tactical games but also for family events like the
picnic. Members enjoyed grilled hamburgers and hotdogs
and a special cake and cookies decorated with the Special
Forces colors – red, green and yellow, and the Special
Forces motto, “De Oppresso Liber” – To Free the Oppressed.

Medina County Women of the Military invites women
veterans to their monthly lunch get-togethers. The August
lunch will be noon on Saturday, Aug. 13 at Planted Flag
Brewery, 3594 Pearl Road, Medina. MCWM includes
lady vets from throughout northeast Ohio. Check out the
Facebook page for more information.
The Ohio Women Veterans Conference is scheduled for
Saturday, Aug. 6 at The Ohio State University in Columbus. The conference is sponsored by the Ohio Department
of Veterans Services and is held every two years. Tickets
are $22.60. To register or for questions, contact womenvets@dvs.ohio.gov.

Vets eligible for travel discounts

AmericanForcesTravel.com is a Department of Defense
online leisure travel website managed by Morale, Welfare
and Recreation and supported by Priceline. Vets are eligible to book travel with access to hotels, flights, rental cars,
cruises, packages and event tickets. Vets also can access
the site through the Army and Air Force Exchange Service
at www.shopmyexchange.com/marketplace

Purple Heart City signs installed

Three “Welcome to our Purple
Heart Community” signs have
been installed at entrances to the
City.

Berea was named a Purple Heart
City last year at the annual veterans picnic. The honor was bestowed by the Military Order of
the Purple Heart in recognition of
Berea’s commitment to veterans.
A plaque honoring Berea was
presented to Mayor Cyril Kleem
by Randy Howson, commander of the Military Order of
the Purple Heart Department of Ohio, and by Charles Tobe, a member of the Military Order of the Purple Heart.
The Purple Heart medal was created by Gen. George
Washington during the Revolutionary War. It honors
members of the military who lose their lives or are
wounded in battle.
The signs were received earlier this year and were installed in June.

News from the Pews

(A monthly feature highlighting local religious organizations. Send
items to bereanewsletter@gmail.com by the 10th of the month)

Donate wheelchairs, walkers

Unwanted wheelchairs, walkers, rollators, canes and
crutches can be donated to the Wheels for the World
Equipment Drive on Saturday, Aug. 13. Items can be
dropped off from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran
Church, 276 E. Bagley Road. No electric wheelchairs
please. The equipment will be restored by prison inmates
and then sent to countries where the items are not readily
available. The equipment does not need to be in good
condition. It will be repaired or the parts used to fix other
equipment. For more information, call Jan Bairoti at (440)
234-1535.

Music was provided by DJ Bobby Baker, an Army vet
who served in Vietnam from 1968-69. He sang “Walkin’
on the D Line” by Huey Lewis and the News as a tribute
to soldiers lost in battle.

SCHOOL NEWS

Distracted driving campaign
earns national award

“You Can’t Rewind Your Life,” a student-produced video
campaign on distracted driving, has won third place in a
national social media campaign. Students were enrolled in
the Marketing & Entrepreneurship and Broadcasting &
Video Production programs at Berea-Midpark High
School. The programs are satellite programs of Polaris
Career Center. For the Impact Teen Drivers Just Drive
Campaign, the students had to create fliers and PSAs, post
on social media, write a press release and create a highlight video. The campaign can be viewed on Twitter and
Instagram at @polarissignpro & @titans_studio_ and on
YouTube at @TitansStudio.
The third-place finish earned the school a $2,500 prize.
Students are Omar Alhalabi, Malakai Crespo, Shawn Elias-Eville, Kristian McDevitt, Mason Sheets, Madison
Rodgers, Collin Pannunzio, Cameron Cupach, Halle
Dacek, Alexis Rump, Samantha Schwab and Elizabeth
Dorner.

First Sgt. Stephen Morris
served multiple tours in Vietnam from 1963-67. Because of the opposition to
the war and the bad treatment of returning G.I.’s,
Morris said, “I felt more at
home in Vietnam than in the
U.S.”
“I got shot up twice,” he
said. His left leg is encased
in a brace to help him walk.
“But the Special Forces kept
me going,” Morris said. “It’s
mind over matter.”

Guy Turner, right, assistant to
Mayor Cyril Kleem, presents a
proclamation on behalf of the
Mayor to Jim Cole, president
of Special Forces Association
Chapter 35.

Guy Turner Jr. presented a
proclamation on behalf of
Mayor Cyril Kleem, honoring
the Green Berets for their service. The Special Forces Association was founded at Fort
Bragg, N.C., in 1964 to support past and present members
of the Green Berets. Chapter 35 was started in 2010. Cole
said his group recognizes outstanding high school seniors
and ROTC cadets and assists and counsels veterans.
The Mayor declared July 9 as Special Forces Association
Day in Berea.
Cole said he was most grateful. “I sincerely hope it shows
the guys at Fort Bragg that we don’t sit around on our
behinds.”

Please Join Us for a
Celebration of Life:

COMMUNITY
MEMORIAL SERVICE
Hosted by: The City of Berea &
Office of Veterans Outreach

Thursday, Aug. 18, 2022
6 p.m.
Coe Lake Park Gazebo

Readings & Music
Place a light Luminary in Coe Lake
in Memory of loved ones.
To reserve a luminary by August 11 contact:
Office of Veterans Outreach
440-973-4567 or email: wspringer@cityofberea.org

Students inducted into
National Technical Honor Society

Polaris Career Center inducted 96 students into the National Technical Honor Society. Thirty of those students
were from Berea-Midpark High School. On- campus inductees were Dominic Agresta, emergency medical technician/fire training; Joshua Archacki, welding technology;
Faith Campbell, EMT/fire training; Donna Nuti, baking
& pastry arts; Roosevelt Perry III, criminal justice; Ella
Powell, exercise science & rehab therapy; Leia Rienerth,
exercise science & rehab therapy; Ryleigh Schmitz, business professional & office technology; Zachary Strichko,
heating, ventilating & air conditioning; Milan Urbancic,
business professional & office technology; and Haley
Zabukovec, baking & pastry arts.
Students enrolled in satellite programs are: Faris Ashriem,
engineering; Isabella Baglier, engineering; Halle Dacek,
marketing & entrepreneurship; Erin DiFrancesco, biomedical science; John Ellam, marketing & entrepreneurship; Dimitry Ermakov, engineering; Aida Gesink, engineering; Mario Meany, marketing & entrepreneurship;
Summer Murphy, biomedical science; Simran Patel, biomedical science; Nikola Rabljenovic, biomedical science;
Alison Reilly, engineering; Luke Rentsch, engineering;
Alexis Rump, marketing & entrepreneurship; Alex Ruvolo, engineering; Vincenzo Simanella, marketing & entrepreneurship; Michael Ta, engineering; Lauren Yee, engineering; and Ciara Zeleznik, biomedical science.

THE OFFICE OF VETERANS OUTREACH &
THE CITY OF BEREA INVITE ALL VETERANS
TO THE:

ANNUAL VETERANS PICNIC

AUGUST 11, 2022 at 5 P.M.

THE KIWANIS PAVILION AT COE LAKE
PICNIC IS FREE FOR ALL VETERANS!
MEAL TICKET IS REQUIRED
TICKET INCLUDES VETERAN & 1 GUEST
TO RESERVE TICKETS BY AUGUST 1
CALL THE OFFICE OF
VETERANS OUTREACH:
440-973-4567 OR EMAIL:
wspringer@cityofberea.org
MUSIC BY: GUITARS 4 VETERANS

Students rewarded
for good citizenship

City of Berea
11 Berea Commons
Berea, Ohio 44017

PRESORTED STANDARD
U.S. PAID
BEREA, OH
PERMIT #333
ECRWSS

POSTAL PATRON
(440) 826-5800

Aug. 2: PRIMARY ELECTION. Polls open 6:30
a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

The students were recommended by their teachers. The
ceremony was June 7 in the Kiwanis Pavilion at Coe
Lake. Each child received a certificate and a sign to post
in their front yards. The sign reads, “Kiwanis Citizenship
Award Winner Lives Here.”

Aug. 2: Berea Police Night Out. 6:30-8:30 p.m., Coe
Lake Park. Free.

“You can’t solve the world’s problems by yourself,” the
Mayor said. “But together, we can make a difference.”
The award recipients are:
Avyn Abdelaziz, Devin Alderman, Ava Armagno, Malaya
Beringuel, Eryn Blanden, Bradley Browning, Bentley
Cain, Chloe Camiolo, Teagan Carney, Sara Carter, Simone Carter, Lucas Cosens, Emma Crea.
Christopher Elek, Derek Evanoff, Max Fisher, Devya
Gohil, Noah Haas, Callie Hebb, Lila Johnson, MacKenzie
Karpus, Karissa Karr, Brayden Krueger, Katherine Minear, Mark Moody.
Penelope Redmon, Jaxson Reynolds, Charlee Richardson,
Emily Schmitt, Hayden Shoemaker and Luke Spence.

The Mayor has appointed three additional members to the
Shade Tree Commission.
Dr. Kathryn M. Flinn is an associate professor of biology
at Baldwin Wallace University and is considered an expert on trees and forests. She founded and chaired BW’s
Campus Landscape Committee, working with Building &
Grounds, students and community members to improve
the campus landscape. The committee inventoried and
mapped all trees on campus, leading to BW being named
a Tree Campus USA.
Kevin Czajka is an Ohio certified nurseryman with more
than 38 years’ experience in the nursery business as a
buyer, grower and broker. He works at SiteOne Landscape Supply.
Paula Henning-Wancatta is a member of Berea Kiwanis
and the Berea Fine Arts Club. She is an accomplished
artist.
The appointments were confirmed by Berea City Council
on June 6.
The Mayor recommended and Council approved expanding the Shade Tree Commission from seven to nine members. The Commission now includes the Service Director,
two Council members and six residents. In May, the
Mayor appointed Paul Anzalone, Jane Scherer and Dr.
Michael Melampy to the Commission.
The Service Director is Tony Armagno. Council members
on the Commission are Erika Coble, Ward 4, and Gene
Zacharyasz, council at large.

Community Events

The Kiwanis Club of Berea recognized 31 students from
Grindstone Elementary School and St. Mary Catholic
School for their outstanding citizenship.

Mayor Cyril Kleem helped present the awards. He told
the children that everyone can make a difference, however
small. He told the story of a young man walking along a
beach where hundreds of starfish had washed ashore. He
picked up each one and tossed it back into the sea. An
older man asked why he would do that. “There are too
many. It won’t make a difference,” the man said. “It made
a difference to that one,” the boy said.

Three appointed to
Shade Tree Commission

www.cityofberea.org

UPTOWN COMMUNITY
PIG ROAST
12:30-3 p.m., Sunday, Aug. 7
People’s Community Church parking lot

Aug. 3: CLE Market. 4-8 p.m. Coe Lake Park.
Aug. 7: Uptown Community Pig Roast. 12:30-3
p.m., People’s Community Church parking lot, 634
Wesley Drive, drive-up only. Tickets $25. Call (440)
243-2988. Proceeds benefit Berea Youth Works.
Aug. 9-14: Cuyahoga County Fair.
Aug. 9: Berea Garden Club. Noon, Berea Historical
Society, 118 E. Bridge St. Master Gardener Debbie
Osgood will speak on “Heirloom Vegetables & Flowers.” Light refreshments will be served.
Aug. 10: Community Meal. 5-6 p.m., St. Paul Lutheran Church, 276 E. Bagley Road. Free. Drive-up only.
Aug. 11: Veterans Picnic. 5 p.m., Pavilion at Coe
Lake. Free to vets & 1 guest. Reservations due by Aug.
1. Call Office of Veterans Outreach, (440) 973-4567 or
email wspringer@cityofberea.og.
Aug. 11: Berea Animal Rescue Friends Volunteer
Orientation. 7 p.m., North Olmsted Branch Library,
27403 Lorain Road. Opportunities include dog walking, companionship with cats, fundraising, fostering,
recycling, welcome desk and other volunteer tasks.
Aug. 13: Jason Malone Memorial Scholarship Golf
Outing. Briarwood Golf Club, 2737 W. Edgerton
Road,
Broadview
Heights.
Register
at
www.jasonmalonescholarship.com.

631 N. Rocky River Drive
Drive-up service only | Tickets $25
Call (440) 243-2988
Proceeds benefit Berea Youth Works

Aug. 17: Millstream Quilters. 1-3 p.m., Berea Branch
Library. Bruce Tool Sharpening will be the program.
Meets on the third Wednesday of every month.

Sponsorship Levels:
Wesley Level - $500+
Shakespeare Level - $250-499
Longfellow Level - $249-150
Emerson Level - $149-50
Shelley Parkway Level - ≤$49

Aug. 18: Community Memorial Service. 6 p.m., Coe
Lake Park Gazebo. Luminaries will be lighted in
memory of loved ones. To reserve a luminary, call
(440) 4567 or email wspringer@cityofberea.org by
Aug. 11.

Make checks payable to North End Foundation & send to
634 Wesley Drive, Berea, OH 44017 OR online at
www.northendfoundation.org

Donate school supplies

Berea Community Outreach is asking for donations of school
supplies for Berea City School District students.
Deliver to Smith School, 535 Wyleswood Drive. Call Berea
Community Outreach at (440) 826-4891. The first day of
classes is Aug. 23.

Supplies requested include:
Colored Pencils
Regular Pencils
Loose-leaf Paper
Spiral Notebooks
Folders
Highlighters
Headphones or earbuds
Supply bag/pouch
Facial Tissues
Glue Sticks

Pens
1.5-inch Binders
5-tab Dividers
Graph Paper
Composition Notebooks
Post-It Notes
3x5 Index Cards
Mini Whiteboards
Disinfecting Wipes
Scissors

Aug. 21: Rise in Love hot meal distribution. 2-4
p.m., St. Adalbert Catholic Church, Keller Center, 66
Adalbert St. Free. Dine-in or carry out.
Aug. 24: Berea Historical Society. 7 p.m., Mahler
Museum, 118 E. Bridge St. Doug Kusak will speak on
Railroad Cars.
Aug. 25: Senior Picnic. 5-7 p.m., Coe Lake Pavilion.
Free for Berea residents. $5 for non-residents. RSVP to
mkey@cityofberea.org or call (440) 671-3275.
Aug. 26: Women’s Equality Day.
Aug. 31: Community Meal. 5-6 p.m., St. Paul Lutheran Church, 276 E. Bagley Road. Free. Drive-up only.
Sept. 3: Veterans Coffee Club. 10 a.m. to noon, Berea
Recreation Center, 451 Front St.
Sept. 5: LABOR DAY.

